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PREFATCORY NOTE.

The fallowing wemoir bt been written in complisnce with a request
preforred by the nearcst rolatives of the deseased,  Tn its preparation [
have been greatly assisted by Jobn R F Tastnzll, Fsq,—the Commao-
dore's only surviving son.—who cherishes the memory of his noble father
with a filial veverence and devotion rarely cipualod and never exeslled.

In gmuping tha services, and prosenting an estimate of the life aod
charagter of* this nm_}m_ull‘.\j.hml gul!l]c;:mu, 1.hr\1ruugh uﬂiur:r, aud chivalrous
geaman, [ have endeavored, whenever practicable. o repsat his pwn
utterances, and to convey an impression of his acts and condnet in the
lanpuage of those who were eye-witnessos of the events which called for
thore expression. Thus will the reader be |ml.i$&iﬁcll of the first and best
sourees of infprmation, dnd 0 them ol warcant for deductions the surest,
and apprehension the most reliable, ’

1iich iz the lesiey bequenthed by wmen of pure patriotism, unsallied
honaot, and exalted action.  Dear to ofl is a life devoted to the service of
country, to the caltivation and exhibition of the hersie virtoes and to
the pursait of duty ander eiremmstances the most Ll'}"llig. Precious 1s the
memgry of him of whowe we speak. N braver or woee loyal son was
ever cradled on the breast of this commonwealth. None more honorable
or oapable has she ever committed to the general keeping. During au
active service of more thaw fifiy pears, nover did he omit an opportunity
to advanee his pmﬂ\.ﬁﬁ'u'mlﬂ rﬁpulal:uﬂ, fail in the exlubition of supreme
devotion to the best interests of Flag and Country, fhlter in the display of
the most conspioncus galleotry, or lose sight of his well-avowed allasiunce
to ull that was knightly and of highest reputa.

Tn Bis obd upe, beariug the sears of bavtle, aud bowed by the weizht of
nearly four-seore years, o the howe of his childhood he lxid him down to
rest.

He slesps in the kindly anbraee of the mother earth whose soft bosom
his infant feet first pressed: and those gramd live-paks at Bonaventure
which sheltered him in youth, atticed in sober green and with pendant
1oRs E‘#H}?‘illg :-_aululnh]y in the uvenibg air, bend ns aged, heardelt mouruers
over his hallowed grave Unantes ® Joxes, Je

Avavsra, Georara, May lst, 1878,

Mi81820



v

A, -

e



CONTENTS.

CrAPTER Finst,
Ancestry.  Birth. Schoal days in England.
Page - - . - 1

CHAPTER SECOND,

Return to Georgia.  Hesides at Savannah, and commenees the Study of
Medivine, Reeeives a  Midshipman's Warrant in the  [United
States Navy and reports at Washington, Ordered to the Con-
gtetlation, Trbuta to Commodore Halll  Aceident in the Potamae.
The Constellation sovers the balteries being erected oo (raney island.
Firet cngapement with the enemy, Astists in the eapinre of tha
Centipede. Ordered to Loke Krie.  Hesigns from the Navy and
zoe: to Washington,  Restored to the Navy, Tarticipstes in the
battle of Bladansburs,

Poge = = = = f

CHarrer THIED.

Ordered to the Brig Bpervier. With Commodore Desatur in the Medi-
terranean.  Exchances into the (bastellation.  Narrow escape.
Transterred to the Orlario,  Enjuvs his erise in the Deditar-
ranan. Ezamples of hiz genercsity.  Advanced to the prade of
Licntenant and ordered to the Mucedondan,  Cruise in the Paific
Thiel with an officer of Lord Cochrane’s fleel. Aelz as sceond Lo
Midshipwan Pineknsy. Tattoall's conduct in the affair. Challengs
to Eoglish naval officers.  His courses, amd nice sense of honor,
both persongl and pationnl.  Returns to the Upited Hoates,

Page - - - - &)
UEAPTER VOURTH.

Marrigr,  Stwdies Mathewatios al Tareedge’s Military School.  As
Firat Licutenant of the Schooner ookl eligageﬂ in tha FJU[}[RB:-H‘I.UH
of Piraey in the West Indies.  Ordered to the Frisate sttt
Hecond cruize in the Mediterrancan.  Returns to the Tnited Siates
in the Frigate Hrandyine,  Assigned to the Corvette Brie,  Admiral
Semwmes' account of Lieutenant Tattnall's cutting out of the Med-
eral. Tattoall’s letter on the subject. Confronts Commaodore
Dapicls.  Surveys the Tortugas and selects a site for o fort. s
services complimented by the President and the Navy Department.
Letter detailivg the incidents of the survey and the preparation of
his official report.

Page E - - . o4



i
vi CONTENTS,

Cnarter Frerm.

In command of the Grampus. Saves an American vesscl, and renders
valuable service to British shipping, Captores the Moatezume. His
acoouwt of that captare,  Cholers on board the Gromprs,  Relioves
an American ship detaived in Mexican waters, Complimented by
merchants and Tusarance ﬂﬂl’l’lp}lnil_‘ﬂ. ﬁl.:gﬁgned fir ﬂpa_ﬁa] goryice in
comemand of the Barque Moncer.  Faeorts Santa Aoea to Vera Umaz.
Hig conduct wpon the ardval of the President in that eity, Promoted
to the grade of Commander, and placed in charge of the Boston
Navy Yard,  In eommand of the Corvolte Faigield, apd again in
the Mediterrznean,  Ofcial difficalty with Commodors Morgan.
Assigned to the command of the Corvette Swrafoge.  (Mfcial letter
describing the disaster encountered by that ship.  Congratulstory
letters from Drother-CMiecss.

FPage = = - = a8

CHAPTER SIXTH.

In commond of the Swratoga on the Afvican Btation.  War declared be-
tween the Tinted States and Mexweo.,  Asiened to the Guue-Boas
Hpitfire, Tn command of the Wosguits Thpidom.  Covern disom-
baveation of the wrmy woder Gooecad Sepit. Shells Vern Croz and
the Castle of 3t Juan I'Ulea,  Fogages the Custle, and bombards
the ety gn the 230, Commander Tattnall's lotter deseribing the ac-
tion. Reduction of Tospan.  Adwmiral Buchaown’s narmative of the
affair, Uommander Tattoall wounded,  Captain Whinle's aceount.
Uomplimented with o sword, for his sallantry, by the State of Georgia.

Tage - - - - a3

Cuarrin Sny ENTIL

Agaiv 1o command of the Boston Navy Yard, Promoeted to the grade of
Captain and assigned Lo the eommaond of the Steam Frigate Soranar,
Degadled for special service In Coban waters, Prodent and officient
eonduct of affuirg while in command of that station. In charge of
the Pensacola Navy Yard.,  Yellow-fever epidemie,  Threstened with
violepes., Ordered to the command of the Frieate fodependence.
Diefective equipment of thiz vessel. On duty st the Pacific Station,
Charges, preferved by Uommodore Mervine, dismissed by the Nuvy
Departwent. Prowoted (o the grade of lear Flag Officer and ordered
o the command of the naval forees io the Bust Tedia and Ching seas:
The Pawhatan his flag-ship, Movements and services while oo this
Station. 'U'reaty conelnded with Japan,

Page - - - - 61



