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PREFACE

Wrra the name of Keats that of hia firet biographer, the
late Lord Hooghton, mmat always justly remain sssocinted.
But while the aympathetic chara of Lord Heughton's work
will keop it fresh, as a record of the peet's life it can no longer
be eaid to bo safficiont. Bince the revised edition of the Lifs
and Letters appeared in 1807, other studenta and lovers of
Eeats have been busy, and mush new information concerning
him besn brought to light, while of the old information some
has been proved mistaken. No connected acconnt of Keats's
life and work, in accordancs with the present state of lmow-
Tedge, exists, sod I have been asked to cootribute such an
account to the present seriea. 1 rogret thab lack of strength
and leimare has so long delayed the execution of the task en-
trosted to me.  The chiof authorities and printed texta which
I have consulted (besides the original editions of the Poems)
are the fellowing —

1. Lord Byron and some of his Contermperaries. By
Laigh Hunt. Londom, 1828,

8, Tha Life of Percy Byashe Shelley. By Thomas Med.
win, London, 2 vola, 1847,

3. Life, Letters, and Literary Hemaios of John Kests,
Fdited by Richard Monclkton Milnes, 2 vols, Loundon, 1848,

4. Lifs of Benjamin Robert Haydon, Edited and compiled
by Tom Taylor. Becond edition. 3 vols., London, 1853,

5. The Antobiography of Leigh Hunt, with Reminiscences
of Friends and Contamporaries. 3 wols., London, 1850,
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6. The Poetical Works of John Keata. With s memoir
by Richard Monckton Milnes London, 1854

7. The Autobingraphy of Leigh Hunt. [Hovised edition,
edited by Thorntan Hunt,] London, 1860,

8. The Vicissitudes of Eestws Fame: an article by
Joseph Severn in the Atansic Honzhly Mogasing for 1863
{wvol =i, p. 401).

9. The Life and Letters of Jobn Eeata By Lord
Houghton, New edition, London, 1867,

10. Becoliections of John Eeate: an article by Charles
Cowden Clarke in the (entloman’s Mogarina for 1874 (N. 8,
wol. xii. p. 177} Afterwards reprinted with modifieations in
Recollpetions of Writers, by Charles and Mary Cowden Clarke,
London, 1878,

11. The Papers of a Critic. Belected from the writings
of the late Charles Wentworth Dilke, With a bicgraphical
notice by Bir Cherles Wentworth Dilke, Bart, M.P. 2 vols,,
Landon, 1876,

12 Benjamin Robert Haydon: Correspondence and Table-
Talk. With a mempir by Frederic Wordsworth Haydon.
2 vola, Londoa, 1876,

12, The Poetical Worles of John Kesta, chronologically
arranged and edited, with a memoir, by Lord Houghten
fAldine edition of the British Peets). London, 1876.

14. Letters of John Keats to Fanny Brawne, with Intro-
duction and Notes by Harry Buxton Forman, London, 1878,

A biographer cannot ignore these letlers now that they
are published : but their publication must be regretted by all
who hold that human veapect and delicscy are due to the
dead no lesa than to the Hving, and to genius no lesa than to
olscurity.

16. The Poetical Worke mnd other Writings of John
EKeata, Edited with notes and appendices by Harry Buxton
Furman, 4 vols., London, 1883,

In this edition, besides the texts reprinted from the first
editions, all the gentins letters and additional poems published
in 3, 6, 8, 13, and 14 of the above are brought topether, as
woll as wost of the biographical notices contained in 1, 3, 4,
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B, 7, 10, and 12 : alao o series of previously unpublished letters
of Eeata to his sister : with o great smount of valuable
illustrative and critical materia] besides. Eaxcept for & fow
errors, which I shall have ocoasion to point out, Mr Forman's
work might for the porpose of the student, be final, and I
have necessarily boen indebted to it ab avery turn.

165, The Lettsrs apd Pooms of John Keats, Edited by
John Gilmer Speed. 3 vols, Hew York, 1853

17. The Poetical Worke of John Keata, Edited by
Williazn T, Arnold. Loodon, 1854,

The Introduction to thia edition containg the only attempt
with which I am acquainted at an avalysds of the formal
elements of Keata's style.

18. An Mscmlapian Poet—John Heatz: an article by
Dr B. W. Richardson in the dsefapiad for 1884 (vol. L p. 134}

0. Notices and corpespondence concerning Keats which
have appesred at intervals during n number of years in the
Athenzum,

In addition to printed materisls T bave made use of the
following unprinted, vis :—

L Hovesrod Mss. Under this fitle I rafor to the
contente of an album from the library ot Fryston Hall, in
which the late Lord Houghton bound up a quantity of the
materials he had used in the preparation of the Life and
Letters, an well as of correspondence concerning Kents ad-
dreased o him both befors and after the publication of his
book. The chisf contents are the manuscript memoir of
Eeatsa by Charles Brown, which was offered by the writer in
valn to Golignant, and T belleve other publishers; transcripts
by the same hand of a few of Keatss poems ; reminiscences
or brief memoirs of the poet by his friends Charles Cowden
Clarke {the first draft of the paper above cited ss no. 10},
Henry S8tephens, George Felton Msthew, Joseph Bevern, and
Benjamin Bailey; together with lotters from all tho sbove,
from John Hamilton Beynolds, and several others. For the
usa of this collection, without which my work muost havae
beon attempted to little purpese, T am indebted to the kind-
ness of ita owner, the present Lord Houghton.

IL WoopHOGED MeE & A common-place book io which
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Bichard Woodhouse, the friend of Keata and of Lis publishers
Meosara Taylor and Hessey, trauscribad—as would appear
from internal evidence, about midsimmer 1819—tha chief
part of Keata's poems at that date unpublished. The tran-
seripts are fo many cases made from early drafts of the
poems ; some contain gaps which Woodhouse has £lled up in
pencil from later drafts : to others are added corrections, or
sugreations for corrections, some made in the hand of Mr
Taylor aud some in that of Keats himaslf,

ITI. WoopEoUs: M58, B, A note-book in which the same
Woodhouse hes copied—evidently fur Mr Toylor, at the time
when that genileman was meditating a biography of the
poot-—a number of lethers addressed by Keats to Mr Taylor
himszelf, to the transeriber, to Reynolds and his sisters, to Rice,
and Bailey., Three ar four of these lettors, a8 woll aa portions
of a few others, are unpublished.

Both ths volumes last named were formerly the wﬂgart-r
af Mra Taylor, a nicce by marringe of the publisher, and are
now my own. A third note-book by Woodhouse, eontaining
pereonal notices and recollections of Keats, was unluckily
destroyed in the fire at Mesara Kegan Paul and Co's. premises
in 1883, A copy of Endymion, annotated by the same hand,
haa been ueed by Mr Forman in his edition {(above, no, 16},

IV. Buvzan mss, The papers and cormespondence left
by the late Joseph Severn, containing materials for what
ehould be a valusble biography, have been pot into the hands
of Mr Wiliam Bharp, 0 be edited and published at his dis-
crotion. In the meantime My Sharp has been so ldnd as to
let me have access to such parte of them = relate to Keata,
The most important single piece, an essay on *The Vicissi-
tudes of Eeatas Fame’ has been printed alresdy in the
Atlantic Monthly (above, no, B), but in the remaioder 1 heve
found many interesting details, particularly concarning Keata's
voyage to Iialy and life st Rome.

V. Hawlings v Jenmings. When Keata'amaternal grand-
father, Mr John Jennings, died in 1805, leaving property
exceeding the amount of the specific bequests under his will,
it waa thought neceasary that his eatabe should be administered



