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PREFTACQK.

HIS book is the outgrowth of several years’ experience in teach-

ing Latin to haginners. Portions of it were drawn up some

years ago for the use of my own classes | the success that has followed

the use of them has led to the completion of the lacking portions and
the publication of the whole.

The objecta kept in view in compiling the book were two: withowt
omitting easentials, to make a book small enough to be mastersd by a
beginner, and {o arrange the prineiples of grammar contained in it as
systematically as possible, thus making them easy to learn and easy to
keep. The first object I have tried £ Mecure by studied conciseness
of statement and by the omission of all that Latin has in common
with English, e.g., definitions of the parts of speech, kinds of son-
tences, subject, ohject, ete. ; rules for she use of pdverbs, conjunctions,
and the like. The object of these omissions, however, waa not brevity
alone, but rather sitnplicity. I have assamed that the book will b
put inta the bands of pupils who bave already stedied English Gram-
mar, and I believe that loss of thne is only a part of the harm of
requiring a pupil to relearn & prammatical definition or principle
couched in new words, The book will not be found snitable, thers-
fore, for pupils who have nobt mastered the elements of grammar,
unless the teacher shall supplement it with the needed definitions.

The second point aimed at ts partly a matter of grammatical sva-
tem, partly of typography, Whether my clasaifiention of the facts
and principles of the Latin tongue is any help to the pupil in learning
them and keeping then, is & queation for the teacher who may use the
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book. The arrangement of thesa facts and principlea on the page,
however, will commend itaelf, T hope, to all, The coarser print eon-
tains those portioms of the grammar of the language, which, in my
judgment, should be absolutely wmnstered; the smallest amount to
which memorizing ean be limited. The notes contain illustrations,
explanations, and those limitations of grammatical principles which
are the cutgrowth of usage, and which should be gradually learned by
duily veference in the course of veading a Latin author. Much that
im in the notes should be memorized ; how mueh, is a question left to
the judpment of the teacher, and the answer will depend on cireum-
stances: the smount of time at the dizposal of the class, the age and
character of the pupils, the requirements of the college they have in
view, ete. The duplicate numbering serves to connect the nobes to
the statements they illustrate or explain, and i3 simple enough, T hope,
to save the vexation snd loss of time inowrred in trying to find a
reference in & book systematically sub-divided and classified. The
numbering answers the same purpose as paging: convenlence of refar-
ence. A bracketed reference refers to a note; such a reference, given
orally, may be called siraply “note,” e.g. [142] may be read * note 142.”

It is not claimed, of course, that so small a book containg a com-
Plete expoaition of the principles of the Latin tongue, or a completa
history of the growth of the forms and usage of Latin apeech, and the
book is not intended for thess who puraue the study of the languape
go far. Such should provide themnselves with larger and fuller trea-
tises. Tt i intended for that olass of pupile who study Latin in school
and college for the training it gives in clearness of thought and ex-
actness of speesh, but whose tastes or plans of life and work do not
lead them to the higher and mere attractive study of the life and
growth of the language. T have, therefors, omitted discnssions of the
origin and growth of forma and idioms, or of the development of
syniactical usages, as well as all illustrations drawn from comparative
grammar, I have tried to ineluds, however, all the grammatical in-
formation needed for a high school or for the early years of a eollage;
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to the point, in fack, where the better colleges now give the pupil the
option of confinuing classical studies, or substituting other branches
more to his tagte. I have tried, moreover, to so arrange the facts and
usages of Latin speech, that the pupil who carries his studies beyond
the limit of the bool, shall not be obliged o unlearn, but ooly to sup-
plement, what he has already mastered.

It is proper to add that I put forth no elaim to original research,
my object being to make & school-book. If the plan and arrangement
do not justify ita publication, there is nothing else in tto doso. I
have not tried, morsover, in sesking for the best and clearest arrange.
ment, to avoid what has been already wsed by others. T have freely
taken from every scurce, whatever, in the way of expreasion or classi-
fication, sesmed good for my purpose. The teacher who is familiar
with the various Latin grammars issned within the last twenty years,
will find much taken directly from them; more than I can acknowl
edge in detail. On guestions of fact and weage;, T heve depended
almost entirely on Roby's Latin Grammar, and have drawn freely on
his citations from Latin authory, for illustrative examples. Hia full
collections of illustrative words and senfences have saved a great
amount of labor that would have been needsd to find approprinte
illustrations.

I shall he grateful for criticiam from any source, especially for cor-
rections or suggestions from teachers who may have oocasion to test
the value of the book by actual use with classes,

- F. A, BLAOKBURN.
Ban Frawomoo, Can., Feb, 17, 1883,
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