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Preface,

e

RANCIS MERES,—I508—whe mentions twelve of
Shakespeare's plays, then known, does nol mention

“ Muck Ade About Nothing”; and this comedy was first
published in 1600. The date of its composition is indicated
by these facts. That part of & which relates fo Here and
Clandio 15 founded on the story of Genevra and Ariodant,
in Aripste's “ Orlande Furiose"—a translalion of which,
by Sir Jokn Harringlon, appeared in England, in 1591.
There is a similar story in one of Bandello's novels, trans-
lated by Belleforest, and also in Spenser's ¥ Faerie Queen,”
Book ii, Canto gth, 1500. An earlier ploy, louching upon
the same theme, was acled before Queen Elisabeth, by vihe
Children of Faul's” in 1582-3. Either or all of these
may have mel the eye of Shakespeare. His treatment of the
story, Aowever, is found fo be entively ki oron ;. and ke may,
in fact, be said o Rave re-created i, Benedick and Beatrice,
Dogherry and Verges, and all that relates fo these chavacters,
are the inpention of Shakespeare. The text af “Much Ado”
as first published, was no! divided info acts ; bud, in the Folio
of 1623 these divisions appear. The comedy was popular in
Shakespeare's time, and it has always been a favourite in the
theatres.  The eriginal represeniative of Dogherry was Wil
liam Kempe ; whe, alse, probably, was the original of Bottom.
Verges was first acted by Towley ; and Balthasar,—with
the song of “Sigh no more, ladies,"— by Wilson ; these facts
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are denoted in the Folio reprint.  The period of “Muck
Ade" is sugposed to be about 1529-35; for the reason that
the last war in which the flalians under Spanish rule were
engaged was ended in 1529, and the Emperor Charles V.,
of Spain, whoe had gained the crowns of Naples and Sicily,
made a trinvmphal entry inte Falerme and Messing in 1535,
To these events the apering af the comedy seems fo refer.
The present acting-copy of “Much Ado," whick difers from
all others, condemses the piece from five acls fnfe fhree.
The volume of excisions is, of cowrse, considerable. The
wmpst important sacrifice is that of .the sceme in which Dog-
derry bestoms Ais “lediousness " upon Leonato.  Balthasar's
song will alvo be miissed. M1 is thought, though, that this
version of “Much Ade"—which has been effectually fested
in the practical experience of Edwin Booth—does no infus-
tice fe either the story, the characters, the movement, or ihe
lext of the original,  The stage copy penerally used is that
whick John FPhifip Kembie arranged, in 1709. The animai-
fsm, the self-assertive intrusivencss, and the rank fippancy
of Benedick and Beatrice— qualities which caused Campbell
o characterise the lady as " odions,” and the cavalier as only
a little less disapreeable—are apparent in the oripinal, but
subdued in the acting version.  The most admired Benedick
af the last cenfury was Garrick ; the most brilliant repre-
sentatives of Beatrice were Mrs. Fritchard and Mrs, Abing-
ton,  The latter was the oripinal Lady Teasle. “Beatrice
has more wit and periness than good-breeding,” says old
Jokn Taylor, “and in that she [Mrs. Abinglon] was
excellent.”  The most renowned Benedick of recent limes was
Charles Kemble. H. W

New- York, October 24th, 1878,
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Pergong fepresented.
wla

Don PEDRO, Prince of Aragon.
Don JouN, NMatural Brotker fo Don Pedro,
CLAUDIO, a yeung Lord of Florence,
BENEDICK, a young Lord of Padua,
LEGNATO, Governor gof Messina,
ANTOMIO, Hrother fo Leonate.
BALTHAZAR, Servant fo Don Pedro.

2 Favourites o Don Pedro.

BomracCHI
& ; Followers of Don John,
CONRADE,
DoGBERRY,
ers of Police in Messina,

VERGES, E (e o
SEACOA

“ ; HWatchmen,
OJATCAKE,
FrIAR FRANCIS.
A SEXTON.

Hewo, Danghier fo Leonalp.
BEATRICE, Niece fo Leonato.
MARGARET,
UrsuLa,

LorDs, LADIES, WATCHMEN, AND ATTENDANTS

; Crentlereomen, altendant on Hero,

Place and Time.
wla
SCENE.— Messina, in the Toland of Sicily.
PERIOD, — The Sixteenth Century [r535].
TIME OF ACTION,—fn this version of the Comedy, four days.



