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PREFACE.

HE information given in the following pages was
originally infended fo form the material for a
Paper to be read before The Japan Society, but it
will be seen that the length to which it has extended
vendered it wunsuitable for that purpose, and I have,
thevefore, thought it best lo bring the subject before
the Members of the Sociely in ils present form.
In doing so I venture to invite their allention lo
a branch of art whick cannol be without some inlerest
to them, and, I think, is worthy of more alfention
than it has hitherfo received.

I have already, in the text, expressed my acknow-
ledgements to some of those who have jfurnished me

with material for this essay, but [ must tender my
special thanks fo two [friends, Mr. Kawakami and
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Mr. Kowaki: fto the former, for kis ever-willing and
patient aid in searching for informalion in [apan,
and to the latter, a member of our Sociely, for the
invaluable assistance he has vendeved me by his trans-
lation of numerous documents and native books, and
Jor his kindness in dvawing the Japanese characters
which appear in the text.

J. L. B.

LivERPOOL.
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