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PREFACHK

NOLAND aud Scotlaand are very different from one
another, both relipously and  poliveally, aod we

are apt Lo fortn an impression that the developienl of
cach nation was scparate and distinet, while oecagional
meidents bronght them into conflict. On closer con-
sideration, however, this view of the relations of England
and Seotland appears inadoquate: they are mdizsolubly
linked togecher as partz ot the same istand ; thees are
similar elements in the population of each, and they have
been affected by the same inHuenees from tune do tune,
They have had =zo much 1 eomnnon throughour  ther
history that any movement, which teok place iu one, has
reacted, in some fashion, wpon purties and affairs o the
other realm. The nflucwce of the wore advanes] upon
the smaller country has bean patent all along, for conseions
efforts have been mwade, again and again, to organise the
Seottish Kingdomn oo an Eaglish model, Ou the other
hand, the effect of the political affinitics of Seotluwl on
the schemes of English monarchs can never be left out of

sight ; and the influence of popular uovements in Scotland,



Vi FREFACE

oy the affans of Choreel sl Sate o Eogland, becomes
obvions in the Elizabethan and Stuset periods. By keep-
g s constant and aptimate mterconnection i mind
we may sonetimes geb a elae to enilde ns through o maze
of meidents that seem to be capricious and nnintelligible.

From this puinl of view the commereial relationships,
which Misz Keith has deseribed so clearly and so fully,
are partienlavly instrnetive, The study of the material
interests of large sections of the peputation in both
conntries, brings ko lght molives which we may casly
everlook unless atlention Is spoecially ealled to them,  The
benring of merchants” gricvances on guestions of constitu-
tional privilege was indireet and remote, aud such topies
parely forned the theme of polpie chognenees ;) hat for all
that, they were of cxtraordinary dmportanee. The eon-
sideration of them helps us o understaml why two
eonntrics, which were so closely sssocided and bad s
mnch in conmnon, were kept apart ; as well as to see the
walure of the difliculties which had to be faced, when
they were brought meder one Crown, So far as religions
and politieal sinivs were coneernud, close affinities existed
between partres in Seotlae] aod paoties o Eoglaod, and
they were drawn iute corvespondenee aml sympathy ;i
tho seventeenth contury thore was good veason, froin e
to L, for hr}]:i.ll;_g Chasl mioad b msticutions, eavil and
ceelesinsticnl, might e established in each eountry, 1§
almost seems as if the eonduct and prospects of trade
furnished the main reasons why Englishmen and Seots
cillied into separate and hostile camps, Comnmercial

mbercsts united the people of cach country n a common



