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INTRODUCTORY NOTE,

'[I\' sclecting passages of prose and verse to cscort

Mr. Birket Foster's ®DPictures of Rustic Land-
scape, two considerations rm"long others were con-
stantly present :—the importance of variety, and the
necessity of a lax correspondence between the letter-
press and the engravings,

The latter consideration suggests the remark, that,
unless the one is engaged in what is justly regarded
as the inferior employment of illustrating the other,
the artist in black and white seldom depicts landseape
with an eye to the same effects and with appreciation
of the samg details as commend themselves to the
artist in words. Nevertheless the reader and spec-
tator will find remarkable instances of close agree-
ment even in minor points between several of the
pictures and the descriptions in their attendant
passages, and always, of course, a definite connection

of some kind,
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e INTRODUCTORY NOTE.

The general purpose in making these sclections
was not to provide a descriptive caralogue, but to
present in an anthology the thoughts and feclings of

some fovers of the country and of country life.

JOHN DAVIDSON,
e, 1893,

Ter their permission 1o fnclude certain passages which are copy-
right, thanks are due to the following authors and publishers ——wo
Mesars. Maemillan for the extracts from Matthew Arnold’s Scholar-
Gipsy and from Tennyson's ¢ diller's Daughter'; 1o Messrs, Long-
man for the extract from Richard Jefferies’ © Field and Hedgerow';
to Messrs, W, Blackweood & Sons for the extract from George
Fliot's * Felix Holt"; to Messrs, Seeley & Co. {or the exiract from
P. G. Hamerton's * Unkpown River'; to” Mr. Joseph Pennell and
Mr. Fisher Unwin for the extract from *The Stream of Pleasure’;
to Mr. W. Fraser Kae for the extract from AL Taine's ‘ Notes on
England ' ; 1o Messrs, Houghton, Mifflin & Co. for the extracts from
John Burroughs, R Grant White, and Emerson; and to Messrs.
Chatte & Windus and Bbr, C. Baxter for the extmct from R, L.
Stevensons ' Virminibus Poeriagee,’
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