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THE GAULS,

PRI THE

EARLIEST PERIODS OF THEIR HISTORY

UNTIL THEIR

CAPTURE OF ROME, A.U.C. 364.

Tue boundaries of the more ancient or Proper GAUL seem
to have been decisively marked out by the great hand of
Nature. The Nortuery ATrawric Ocean, the sea now
called the Britisu Channel, the GerMaN Ocean and the
RuiNg, formed its WesTeERN and its NorTHerN bounda-
ries; the Ruive and the Arps enclosed it on the East;
and the MepITERRANEAN sea and PYREN.EAN mountains

on the SouTn *.

But its restless inhabitants either disdained, or their
increasing population rendered it inconvenient for them,

* Nots A.
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to be confined within the limits which Nature seemed
originally to have prescribed to them.

Ambigatus, king of the Cevric nations in Gavi (who
is said to have been contemporary with Targuinius Priseus,

the sixth fabulous king of RoME), being desirous, as we
are told, of relieving his country from the inconveniences

1 by a | L Toglonr ded or
Lt ¥ L p

permitted his two neph Bell and Sig to

emigrate each with a band of followers. The

course of their respective migrations was to be decided by
the auguries of heaven{. The HERCYNIAN forest in GER-
MANY becamy the ot of Sigovesus {.

A more delightful destivation was assigned by the gods
to the favoured Bellwesus§. After surmounting the al-
most insuperable difficulties which the steep and craggy
sides of the lofty || and till then untroddeny Ates must
have opposed to their progress, the rich and extensive
plains of the Po and the pleasant coasts of the ApriATic:
received and rewarded the toils of these GArtic wanderers
and their successors. After a successful battle with the

* Exoserars prigravante turba tegnum cupiens, Livy, lib. v. c. 34

+ In quas Dii dedissent anguriis Sedes. 1d. ib. 1 Nale B,

§ Belloverws havd paullo letiorem in Italiam vism Dii dadant. Livy, 1. v,
e 34. Note C.

|| Junets cedo Juga. 14 Ib. o Nolla dum vib soperatas.  Td ib,



THE GAULS. 5

Insuprian Tuoscans on the banks of the Ticinvs*, Bel-
favesus and his followers hailed as a happy omen the eir-
cumstanes of the common name of this country (Ivsusria)
with that of a district of the Epvaw Gavrt. It decided
them in the cheice of the newly-found Insunriaf as the
country of their adoption ; and in the construction of one of
those little villages § which it was their custom to inhabit,
they plantedl the germ of a great and splendid city—the
MepioLaxuM of the Romans—the Miran of modemn

times.

Livy enumerates four distinet and successive emigrations
of different tribes from Gauvl who followed the example,
and some of them the steps, of Bellovesus. The Cenomart
were the first who, by the invitation and with the assistance
of Bellovesus, and under the conduet of Elitovius, pursued
the same track over the Arps, and possessed themselves of
the districts of the modern Brescmia and Verona, which
were then the possessions of the Lipur ||,

A colony of SatLuvian Gauvts from the coasts of the |
MEDITERRANEAN sea, between the Ruiwe and the foot of
the maritime Aves, penetrating most probably that part
of the great Avping chain which formed their own imme-

* The modern Testvo.

+ Quussi in quo eonsiderat agrum T dpell di cogan-
mine Insvemnvs page Bovoaus, &e.  Livy, libov. e 3.

1 Note D, : § Note K. || Nete ¥.
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diate Eastery boundary, next established themselves in
Irary, neer the ancient Licurian people called the Laevi,
who bordered also on the river Ticinus. They modestly
declined the distinction of giving their own name to their
new possessions. Their GaLuic appellation therefore
became merged in that of the people, whom they expelled
or subjected to their dominion, and is lost in the future
history of the GALLIC nations of JTavLy *.

The Boiayn and Liscosiax Gauns, from the more
northern parts of CeLTic GAvL, next explored a way
across the PeriNe Arps; and, finding the whole tract of
country b the ins and the Po pre. pied by
GaLuc emigrants, they passed over that river ou raftst,
and possessed themselves of those fertile plains which ex-
tend from its SouTHERN banks to the foot of the ArPENINE
mountains, and which formed a part of the ancient Irariax
kingdoms of Umpria and ETRunia.

And, lastly, the Skxones, whose native seats in Proper
GauL were in the ‘vicinity of the capital of modern
Faance after traversing the whole extent of the countries
which bad been occupied by those who had preceded them,
found at length, in TransarpEning Umsnis, a resting-
place and a home upon the coasts of the Apmiatic, which

* Bew Collar, Gurg. lib. . e 9, vect. 1, parg, 108, Note G.
+ Papo ratibus tajectos  Livy, Hb. v. ¢, 35,



