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CIIAPTER L

EGREET OF YORE, AND THE NORTIOMERIAN
KAGE 0L,

A FaLse impression respecting the esrly Anglo-
Baxon age may be made upon the mind by the
biographies in the preceding volume, if attenticn
be exclusively confined to them. In order to
have a just view of the period, the individuals
notived must not be regarded as types of the
condition o) sceiety, but as rare exceptional
enges of miental eulture, correct habitg, and a
sincere reception of the gospel, bearing & re-
Intion to the general state of the community
similar to that of a fow bright stars to o
clovded nocturpal sky. Only within a very
emall eircle wos there sny apprebension of the
necessity and value of that redempdon from
the guilt and wopes of sin by Jesua Christ,
1'-'hif.:%| it iz the glory of the Seriptures to
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declave ; sny hemhle and eordial relianes on 1t |
any experience of i spivitual and saving
power, and conselentious efforts, as the conse-
quence, to walk sgeording o it erdinances
and commandmenta.  Deyond this cirele; o
ceremonisl ehange from the profession of pagon-
ism to that of Christianity 15 the wtmost thet
is apparent, The new religion, imperfectly
manifested, snd in vanous respects misrepre-
supted, came to thamase of the nadan * in word
enly," improving, to s certein excent, exterior
appesrances, hit not cffecting  that change
of the herrt and life which the truth as it
iz in Jesns is designed e accomplish,  The
nemioal adeption of  Christianity wes indueed
by the fufluence of authevity, or the foree of
grample, to which alse the charm of novely
gontributed, together with a  persassion on
many minds of it superiority and truth, un-
daubtedly strong and deep-rooted, though net
intelligently and cordial’y embraced.  Yet pugan
superstitions blended with Christian forms in
the habits of mony. In great wmnbers, too,
the laity connected the zealous cbservance of
eeclesinstical rites witl, gross sensual indul-
senee, while among these devoted to the ser-
viee of the church thers wns a class, by no
means inconsideralie, not only disqualified for
their voeation by want of literary attainments,
but addigied to the most dissolute proctices.
These paintul particulars bevome increasingly
apparcnt as we preeeed towards the middle
of the cighth century. Heoee the canons
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repeatedly passed to nproot surviving heathen-
ism, to stem the torvent of popular vice, repress
sacerdotal imnzorality, and urge the sttainment
of the maost ordinary competency for giving
instriotion upen the teachers of the people.
Seill, while the great majority remained for
distant from o truly Ghristian condition, there
wos an extensive changs in profession, leading
to waages wldel involved so large an amount of
zol{-sacrifice, as to indicate the existence of a
decp improssion that truth was on the side of
the Christian system, however mistakenly its
miles of lite were interpreted, and however
some of its all-glorious doctrines were thrown
mto conceilmert by that eleud of vuin devices
which the nuthority of tradition sssocinted with
themy, “'Not only,” us Mr. Kemble remarks,
Qo we see the kigh nables and the near rela-
tives of kings among the bishops and arch-
bishops, but kings themselves—warlike and
fortupate kingpz—auddenly and veluntarily re-
nonneing their temperal advantages, retiving
into monusteries, ard abdicating thelr erowns,
that they may wander as pilgrims to the shrines
of the apostles &b Rome, We find pringesses
and ather high-born ladies devoring themselves
ta a life of celihacy, or separating from their
hushands 1o preside over congrepntions of Duns ;
well-deseended men canmet rest 1]l they have
wanderad torsh to carry toe tidings of redeinp-
tion into distant and barbarous lands ; o life of
sbstinenes and hardship, to he erowned by a
wartyr's death, seems to bave been hungered



bt LIVES GOF EMINEET ARGLAO-8AXCHS,

and thissted afler by the wealthy and the
nohle—assuredly on extrocedinsry  and  an
edifying speckacle among & race not at all
adverse to the pomps and pleasares of worldly
life.”  1lustraticos of the preceding remarks
will be supplisd in troacing the eareer of Egbert
of York, and in some of Lhe snbseqnent chap-
ters, a8 well as evidenses of the deep nngodli-
ness grafted upon the roonpstio institole aod
the practice of pilgrimage.

Ecoert, one of the intimate friends of Tede,
wias born in the kingdom of Noethumbria, pro-
bably abeout the year 678, and belengal to the
royal hewse.  Hiz clbildheod was passed ot
Hexham, wnder the tutelage of Fuata, the
hishop ; and upon resching manhood he re-
Pﬂil‘ﬂf{} tr Howme, with hia beother Egred, to
ingpect the wonders of the city, amd become
further gnalificd for the discharge of eccle-
siastical duties,  'The brother did not Gve to
returi, but Ecbert woz there admitted te
deacon’s orders, which bringa ws to the your
708, when ke wae of the nge of twenty-five,
the carbiest term fixed by the cnnops for ad-
misgion to that vank. In 720, the Northum-
bdan throne falling vacant, his consin, Ceolwalf,
was placed vpon i, whose love for plety and
learning ta honourakly commnemorated by Bede,
who derdieated to him his Ecelesinstical 1istory,
Thiz prinee voluntarily renounced the sove-
reignty in o few yenars, and sought refirement
from worldly aoxieties ; perhopa aa much in-
Hueneed to do so by the disturbances of iy




