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A YOUNG INDIAN CHIER OF THE OVEBWA NATION, %

A CONVERT TO THE CHRISTIAN FAITH, AND A MIS-
"RIONARY TO HIS PEOPLE FOR TWELVE YEARS;

WITH 4

Sketeh of the Present State of the Objebwa Natien,

IN REGARD TO

 CHRISTIANITY AND THEIR FUTURE PROSPECTS.
ALSO, AN APPEAL;

WITE ALL THE NAMES OF THE CHIEFS KOW LIVING, WiTO HAVE
BEEN CHRISTIANIZED, AND THE MISRIONARIES KOW
LABORING AMONG THEM.
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TO
THE CLERGY AND LAITY-
OF THE

AMERICAd AND BRITISH DOMINIDINGS,

THIS BRIEP
HISTORY OF A CHILD OF THE POREST,
AND OF
HIS NATION,
1B MOST RESPECTFULLY AND AFFECTIONATELY
INBCRIBEED

THE AUTHOR.
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PREFACE

Ix presenting my life to the public, I do so with the
greatest diffidence, and at the earnest solicitation of
numeroug¢ {riends. I am an Indien, and am well aware
of the difficulties I have to encounter to win the favora-
- ble motice of the white man. Yet one great object
prompts me to persevere, and that is, that [ may, in
connection with my life, present the presem state and
prospects of my poor countrymen—~feeling that the
friends of humanity may etill labor and °.ect their
benevolenee to those who were once the lords of the land
on which the white man Jives—and assist in rescuing
them from an untimely and nnchristian grave.

I have noticed some of our prominent chiefs now
living ; the missionaries laboring amongst my people;
the extent of the missionary field; and an appeal to all
who feel interested in the welfare of the Indian race.

If ever I see the day when my people shall become
happy and pcmspe:mus,i shall then feel great and lasting
pleasure, which will more than repay me for the pain,
both of body end mind, which 1 have endured for the
last twelve years. My motto i=—* My poor People.”

In all my ercoked paths, ] have endeavored to mean
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viii PREFACE.

well. I thank my friends for their kind gifts and wishes.
Yet still as much, and more, remains to be secomplished.

Pray for us—that religion and science may lead us on
to intelligence and virtue; that we may imitate the
good white man, who, like the eagle, builds its nest on
the top of some high m]:-—:riem; that we may edn-
cate our children, and turn their minds to God. Help
us, O help us to live—and teach us to die a Christian's
death, that onr spirits may mingle with the blessed

ahove.
EAH-GE-GA-GAH-BOWH.




A WORD T0 THE READER.

Irwould be presumptuous in one, who has but recently
been brought out of a wild and savage state; and who °
has since received but three years' schooling, to under-
take, without any assistance, to publish to the world a
work of any kind. It is but a few years since I began
to speak the Epglish language. An unexpected oppor-
tunity occurred of submitting my manuscript to a friend,
who has kindly corrected all serious grammatical errors,
leaving the unimportant ones wholly untouched, that
my own style may be exhibited as truly as possible.
The public and myself are indebted to him for his
kind aid, and he has my most sincere thanks. The
language, (except in a few short sentences,) the plamn,
and the arrangement are all my own; and I am
wholly responsible for all the statements, and the
remaining defects. My work is now aecomplished ;
and I am too well aware of the many faults which are
still to be found therein. Little could I imagine, that I
should have to contend with so many obstacles. All
along, have I felt my great deficiency ; and my inade-
quacy for such an uvndertaking. I would fain hope,
however, that the kind Reader will throw the mantle of
charity over errors of every kind. I am a stranger in &
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