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PREFACE

ATHER Aloysius Ignatius Fiter iz unguestionably the

most important figure in Sodality history m the last
two hundred years, He has two titles to the distinetion;
his Sodality at Bareelona and his part i preparing the
Common Rules of 1910,

Father Fiter was the head of what an able eritie has justly
gtyled “the model Sodality of modern times:™ in fact, he
crested the Bodality and brought it from an inactive and
moribund and rageed collection of indifferent elements to
bee the fully orgamzed assoeiation it is of voung men imbied
with supernatural principles and moved by these to the
intelligont and concerted works of charity and ppostolie
geal which haz never been surpnszed in Sodality history.

A certain writer has said that a Sodality Director must
be its head and its heart. ather Fiter was both in an eminent
degree. 1t was his acquaintanee with the ancient consecrated
usages, his study of present eonditions, his perception of
the way to meet the latter without saerificing the former,
which brought his Sodality lepielation abreast of the best
of such work ever done.

Besides this, it was he that sent life through the body of
which he was the Director. As if is the heart which presses
the blood through the human body, so it was his impulse
which caused the Sodality spint to go through sll the mem-
bers, vivifving them, raising them to higher levels of Catholic
goodness and rendering them capable of the spiritual life
and acts for which alone SBodaliste exist.
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Besides his importanee as the model Director of the model
modern Sodality, Father Fiter ean justly elaim the gratitude
of all Bodalities for having prepared and indeed nearly com-
pleted the Commen Rules approved by Father General
Werng on # Dec,, 1910, The actual drawing up of these
Rules, which have proved a boon to all earnest Sodabists,
and & bond of union nmeng Bodalities, is due to Fr. Fiter's
guceessor it the Sodality of Bareelona, Fr. Cajetan Puig,
and to certain members of that Sodality. But the laborious
and painstaking {rying out of the Rules one by one and
piecemeal was the work of Father Fiter. 1t is therefore to
him that we owe that firm, rounded, vet pliable system of
Rules which now give scope and purpose to Sodalities, en-
lighten and strengthen Directorz and inspire and guide
Sodality writers.

We have to thank the learned author of this book for the
zest with which he studied and presents Father Fiter’s traits
as man, as Religious and especially aa Director. We should
have been grateful had he dene this in any way, but our
gratitude s doubled by his having chosen that of layving
before us copious extracte of Uather Fiter's own writings.
In reading the book one almoet feels it is Father Fiter him-
gelf who i telling us his story,

The reader who has taken up the Life of Father Fiter may
well persuade himself that he could do nothing better than
atady it if e desires to provide himself with eorreet ideas on
the Sodality of Our Lady. The Director who ponders the
little volume will find 1t & mine of suggestions and & treasure
of encouragement. I the author had omitted all else of which
he has go suceessfully sceomplished, Le would in these two
respects alone have given us a hook well worth its weight in

gold,
Ewper Mutran, 8.J.
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PART FIRST
THE MAN AND THE RELIGIOUS



