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JANE OF FRANCE.

AN

HISTORICAL NOVEL

Tre flight of Louis was kept so com-
pletely secret, and managed with so much
prudence, that it was enfirely unknown
when a courier announced o Jane his
arrival beyond the frontiers of France.
She immediately repaired to the King,
whom ghe found with no ope but the
Regent, and after a short preamble, in-
formed his Majesty that. the Duke of
Orleans was gone. The Regent displayed
the utmost indignation at the intelligence,
but Jane ‘resumed the word and said :

“The King will one day jidge less rigo. -

rously of bim,when he shall Jearn by what

persecutions his patience has been ex-

hausted, “In the mean time, madam, ke
Vo, 1. B




2 JANE OF FRANOE.

may in some degree discover it by the
animosity, which has for a long time
‘made you forget that I am your sister.
All 1 bave to add is that it was I who
advised and managed his escape.”

“ Was it you, then,” demanded the
Regent in a tone of the bitterest irony,
‘ who induced him to fix on Brittany for

hu as}'lum P
“ Brittany was the coumtry,” raphﬂi
June,  nesrest to the frontiers. This

motive alome wonld suggest the idea, 5t
the first moment.”

“ He will not remain ai that court
then ?” said Madame.

* Whaen be departed, it was not his
intention to remain there,” answered
Jane. -
¢ | am better informed than veu,”
retorted her aister. * 1 knew, but 1 hesi-
tated as to believing it, that the envoy of
Brittany had been sounding him, and had
given him fo understand that, if he would

annal his marriage, he might aapire to



JANE OF ERANEE. B

the hand of the most beautiful and we-
complished Primcess in Barope, Auneof
Brittany, !

This frait of the blackest malice pro-
duced all the effect which Madame de.
sired—it pierced the very soul of Jane,

“ [ sghall alwaye be ready,” said abe;
“ to pacrifice fayself for him, and never
will he macrifice me. Henceforth, b
dam, you can neither asiomigh por dis.
turb’ me by a caluymny.” Having eaid
these words she rose, took leave of the
King, and departed.

Genuine sensibility regulstes  itself
much better than is vsnally imagined.
Undoubtedly it is in the constant habit
of exagygerating chagring which might be
borne, but it throws a thick veil over lace-
rating and irremediable pangs. Histhen
that it surnmens bope, and naturally soe.
rounds itseif with illesigns, Jane had
never auflered her thoughis to dwell on
the mournful reffection that no marriage
eould he more pasily annulled then her
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4 JANE OF YRANCE.

own, but when the idea had, in a con-
fused form, occurred to her, she had
repelled it with horror. She had now,
however, heard the terrible words uttered
by her gister—they were engraved on her
imagination and not to be effaced—they
were like an irrevocable decree against
ber, Shuddering she looked into futurity
and distinctly saw-part of what would hap-
pen. - Annihilated by this prescience, she

“dared mot even conceive the project of
struggling against events, and fixed her
destiny by yielding to sorrew:

While this unfortunate Princess aban-
doned herself entirely to the most de-
sponding reflections, Lovis had finished
his journey, and veached the coort of
Brittany. Sovereignsalways receive fu-
gitive Princes, whom they have invited
to their courts, with gracions generosity;
for the vicissitudes of fortune do not ap-
pear to .them striking and impressive;
except when they overthrow great desti-
nies. . Hence this friendly reception and
these first demonstrations are almost
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always sincere. On the day after the
arrival of Lows, there was a very brilliant
-féte at court, hut his attention was fixed
upon only one object—he saw Anne of
Brittany for the first time—be was daz-
zled and struck with admiration —he
thought this Princess a thousand times
superior to the report of her, In’ fact,
she combined the charm of a celestial
countenance with the regularity of perfect
beanty, and the grace and ¢legaoce of the
most majestic form.  ller manner was
somewhat distant ; bui this neble reserve,
which was the offspring of modesty, was
tempered by the gentleness of her look,
and had nothing haughty or imperious in
it. She repressed without repelling. Louis
riveted his eyes upon her, and the uneasi-
ness, which he experienced, was so visible
that every one observed it.

He afterwards saw Anne frequently
and passed the evenings with her. He
admired her talents, her accomplishments
and sentiments, He heard a thousand
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ﬂ FANE OF FRAWCE,

affecting proofsof her amiable disposition,
and he became the most ardent of her
admirers. This new passion, which was’
in fact the only real one he bad ever feit,
overturned all his ideas and all his pro-
jeets. That he might resign himself to
it without copstraint and remorse, he
repeatedly =aid to himself that Jane had
fo affection for him, that by her own
wish he bad mever availed himself of 2
husband’s rights, that the chain which
united them was only an apparent one,
and that a simple statement of the truth,
transmitted to the court of Rome, would
restore them both to perfect iberty. Un-
der the pretextof gratitude Lomis took
care, during his private interviews with
theDuke of Brittany, to acquaint hitn with.
this part of his history. Francid listened
with a degree of interest which by no
means escaped the observation of Lonis,
and from which he augured most fave.
rably. Nevertheless, in spite of all his
efforts to emancipate his imagination




