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PREFACE.

R

GeocmarEY hes now become so common 8 part of
elementary education, that no apology is needed for any
sttempt to improve the meens wheraby it may be taught.
In many cases the teaching of Geogrphy consists of
little more than a dry iterstion of nemes and glancing at
maps. And when a more extended course 1s attempted,
it is too often tanght dogmatically, and withont the
natural comnection of cawse end effect. Thus, the
memory only is taxed, while no exercise whatever is
given to the reasoning faculties.

The important fisld of Physical Feography. though
admirably explored, is slmest o barren waste to the
majerity of pupile in Elementary 3chools. Many
children who can name the rivers of Hyria or the
bays of Norway, are ignomnt of the common phile.

sophy of & river or the mature and utility of a bay.
a2



iv PREPACE.

Yet these pupils only need to be tanght Aow, and it
will be found thut they cen reason well emongh ; and
there is no subject on which the reasoning powers can
be more profitably as well as more pleasantly employed
than on Geography : for io it we may fod the pleasores
of demonstration withour the fatigue of abetraction,

The following pages have been prepered with a view
to remedy the above defacts ; to help beginnems in Geo-
graphy to vhserpe, to compare, and to regson generally
on the leading facts and principles of Geography. To
the ordinary Text Books on the sabject, we trost our
little boek will be found & necessary preliminary,

We have adopted the form and style of Reivixe
Lgassows, from & conviction of the suitability of the
subject for such & purpuss. We believe that the are
of reading’ is most readily mcquired when the general
intelligence of the pupil is awakened and susteined by
the subject matier of the lessons read. Now, we think
that Gesgraphy, by the vest variety end interesting
charncter of its facts, nesr as well a8 remote, is peculi-
arly suitable us a sulbject for such a connected series
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of Redding Lessons. It may indeed bs doubted,
whether the miscellaneous extracta of which many
8chopl Reading Books copsist, are so conducive to
habits of ascurate and continuous thought s & series
of connecled leasoms om u definite subject would be.
For, in such a course, each lesson is vaiuable, not only
for itaelf but for all others that either precede or follow
it; and thus tends to correct the volatils and discursive
habits now so prevalent, by distiplinizing the mind to
learn the facts more fkoroughiy, as well as to group
them together a0 s to show their relations and porpose,

We have based our Lessons on observafios, that of
the pupil himeelf whore practicable: we have made
them progressive, both a8 to the sobjects treated of
and the lamguage used : and, above all, we bave en-
deavoured to give each lesson a thorough tone of ds-
duchiveness, which will, we believe, be of greater value
even thau the actusl information contained ; although
this we believe comprehends the most imporiant phy-
sioal and soeisl features of our own country, and, to s

smaller extent, those of the world pensrally.
a3 "
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The Lessons though somewhat longer than those
usually supplied to children of the status for whom
they are intended, will nevertheless be quite as readily
magtered, and fer this obvious reason,—they are
generally selfezplanaiory. It thus follows, that while
they do not render oral teaching unnecessary, they
do limit its operation to mere legitimate channels
Much time that with the existing Reading Books must
be spent in franslaling lhe language of the book into
the language of the chudd in saved, and may be devoted
to the more uaeful and intereating occupation of intelli-
gent and lesa interrupted reading.
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