A BASKET
OF FRAGMENTS



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649419418

A Basket of Fragments by Anonymous

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



ANONYMOUS

A BASKET
OF FRAGMENTS

ﬁTrieste






A BASKET OF FRAGMENTS.

A QUONDAM AUTHOBR.

6 that thad T lowk™
Gather up tha frapmenis thet remain, ““ﬂﬂmiﬂ

LONDON: )
RICHARD BRRTLEY, NEW BURLIFGTOR STRERT,
Publisher bn @diary to Ber Prjesty,

'2,‘75—1;:: , //‘jr



PREFACE.

+

TuE accompanying pages .are the original
'.ﬂwughﬁ!ni the author,” mﬂwilahmﬂrrmn
blmu,eﬁﬂmldmmhngnage,maypm'bly
be traced to the published opinions or writings
of any other suthor, either knowg or anonye
mous, not a thought or line which follows is a
agiari

January 1864,



A BASKET OF FRAGMENTS.
——

of the value of Time, is how much of it remains
for the accomplishment of the main purpose of
existence. This, if rightly considered, will lead
us to clear the decks for action. Very laudahle
pursuits in themselves may be very ill-timed ;
for instance, how absurd it would be for a naval
. commander, in the presence of an enemy, with
a decisive victory in his power, to be employed
i the study of ihe theory of naval warfare.

It should be matter of serious reflection to all,
B
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that fow die after & slow and lingering illness,
but most by a short and sharp attack of disease ;
and in both events, it generally happens that
the immediate prospect of death is only & few
hours, or, at most, days, before sctual dissplu-
tion. People pass froim sctive Life, or retired,
unsuspecting leisure, in & very short time into
the arms of death, and no one probably is so

* muech surprised, nay, thunderstruck, ss them-

selves, to find the dread period hes at last
arrived. We hear of one and another being
earried away without reflecting that it might,
from all appearances, just ms likely have been
ourselves—perhaps much more likely. “Be
ye also ready, for in an hour that ye think
not, the SBon of man cometh.”

Spring is the time for blossoms and flowers,
autumn for fruits, It is just so with the human
mind. In youth, we are demonstrative, and
. we judge our own writings and actions, as -well
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a8 thosp of others, by their efflorescence. Our
Lfe consists, them, mainly in giving and re-
ceiving impressions. We are in the subjective
condition, and treat everything (and this is
particularly observable in young posts) sub-
jeotively. As we get older, we become care-
less of appearances, and look for results; we
go by & more direct road to every purpose;
wo become more real—more objective — the
ideal merges n its highest fruit, which is the
real. We make, however, & great mistake if
we overlook the fact that the more profuse the
bloom, the greater the promise of the vintage.
A young writer will generally discourse on the
absiract virtues, and paint them in all their
brilliant colour, as beantiful abstractions: the
old and experienced writer will show one or
all these virtues in action in some person or
persons, with a thread of facts and eircumstances
to connect them together. The young writer
sighs for perfection, and is often harsh in his

BZ
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judgments; the old one rejoices in good wherever
he finds it; seeks to extract it out of apparent
evil, and 15 more chantable and forgiving,
Here, again, it must never be forgotten that the
higher the ideal and practiee of virtue when
young, the greater the capacity for the extrac-
-fion and appreciation of all excellence when old.
When frue, the most fiery and impassioned
youth will settle down to the most vemerable,
loving, and folerant old man.

An excrescent democracy both pious and im-
picus has been found to end in milibary des-
potism. The one amongst ourselves, under the
Puyritans and Cromwell; the other in France,
under the worshippers of resson and Napoleon.
It remains to be seen whether an indigenous
democracy in Ameriea will not lead to the same
result.

Have you never cbserved how a powerful
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company embodies its independence in every
petty official in its employ? They act each in
his department a5 though they were the eom-
pany ifself, and backed by all ita authority;
they are almost ss little respecters of persons
ad the law itself.

There are many apocryphal and untroe in-
cidents related of great persons so characteristie
and well eontrived, that oms feels a plessure
in relating them, whether trae or not: they are
& gort of literary property, in which a eopyright
should exisl, as n novels: if they are not trus,
they onght to be.

Little events and little things are like the
rudders of ships,—they decide the direction of
grealt eventa.

Far too little attention is given to the moral
effoct of public eriticisms of works in Lterature



