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PREFACE.

-

Tas following pages owe their appearanca fo no public
desive to inveatipate the Byriac Literntare deposited in
the British Muneenm. England has produced some of the
most succesafnl explovers and disooverers of Byrise Mang-
seripts, and hag at this moment & moat precions collection
of such M3B., which I wunequalled by any other in
Emrope, But, unhappily, there ia little curicsity amomg
the general or oven tha likcrary public to kmow aenything
shout the matter. “When Robert Huntington made his
aollections in the 17th century, he wwa held in honour
and rewarded with a Bishopric. When Clanding Rich pro-
enred hiz invaluable collestion it was purchased by the
nation ; and such modern named oo Buchsngn and Lee,
are ncne the lesa remembered for their zeal in this de-
partment. Dy, Coreton we all pronounce illustrious in
connaction with this litersiumre; ha has been forward in
promoting measures for proouring MBS, painstaking in
their arrangement, diligent in their examination, and both
eccurate and learned as an editor, Dr. Etheridge also has
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rendered good service to the canse as compiler and trans-
lator. A fow others have done something worth honour-
gble mention, among whom jia Mr. Payne Bmith, the
editor and translator of Cyril on Luke, and the translator
of the third part of Jehn of Kphesus' Church History,
But beyond this, little has been done smomg us, and the
deficiencies in this department are many and grievous.
The MB3. in the British Museum have not been efficiently
catalogued, and their full contents ean only be known
by wearisome personal inspeetion. We have no complete
lexicon of the language, and only two or three Byrisc
English Grammars. There je very little penersl know-
ledge of even the old Peghito versiom, the most ancient,
as to the Wew Testament, and still less acquainiance with
other works. The fmmense golleotlon in the British Mu-
seum has been stipmatized as & masa of Monophysitiem,
and thus deprecisted by opprobricus epithets. And yei
there I in some minds, heppily an incressing mumber, &
desira to know more of theas things., This laudable cu-
riosity ought to be gratified, and doobtless it will be
eventually found that the MEB, in gquestion are an import-
ant supplement to our knowledge on many eubjecta. The
information and. exirasta they oontain as to the Fathers,
Creeds, Councils, snd Church Hiatory, ave considerable, In
addition to versions of much that we already possess, thera
are many fragmenta and entire treatisea hitherto nnknown.
This is true both of known and otherwise unknown authera.
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The following miscellahecus matters owe their appear-
ance to the request of the Byro-Eavprian Beorery, whose
members fesl a praiseworthy interest in thia matter. They
requested me to publish & fow things in English in order
to show what might be obtained from the Byrise MBB.
with which I am ncquainted. I cheerfolly eomply with
this wish, end have thrown together, with a few mupple-
mentary observations, scme of the extracta which I have
made. ‘Thess have been designedly fow and Dbrief. It
would have been emsier o select some one treatise, but
perhaps not so well for the porpose intended, Hence
there will here bo found a diversity of quotations on a
variety of subjects. Bome of them I had alveady pub-
lished, but I have thornughly revised the trandlation of
thetn and omitted mwany of the notes. Bome of them are
of little walue, and yet all have peculiar features. Those
on the firat Niseme Council are the fallest, and to illms-
trate them I have added a remarkable @reck list of the
Bishops who nttended that Council, and & fragment of one
in Coptis. 1 have also given a version of the Nicena
Canons for eomparison with the copies in (reek and Latin,
and ma this vepsion, like the list of members, ia from the
oldest MB. of them yet kmown, it cannot fail to be in-
teresting, From the same document 1 have copied a list
of those who atiended at the Council of Opnatentingple in
a.0. 381, and u few other motters. Theae® lista are im-
porant in reference to the namea of Bishops and of places,
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as well as for the student of sneient geography., The
fragmentes from Greek aothore are obscure, and include
gome names with which I am otherwize unpequainted.
Their chief interest arises from the fact that they clearly
form part of some document of the nature of an apology,
and are, therefors, in sll probaebility, very ancient, It is
well known that the spologists of the eecond and third
centuries defsnded Christianity by copious citationa from
Pagan writers, and this ia constructed on the same plan,
88 the comclusion shows, The extraets from Diccles may
not be free from interpolation, but they claim to represent
the first hiatorian of Rome, s historian from whom, Plo-
tarch tells us, Fabius Piotor drew largely. As to the
extracts from Chrietien muthors, they are merely speci-
mens of thousands confained in the M8B., and yet present
aome points of interest. The matters drown from the old
Hyriae Chronicle may farnieh the studemt of history with
a few foeta, and among thom the list of the firat snecessors
of Mahomet g pegoliarly intersating. This M8, helongs
to the Bth cemtury, snd is evidenily a compilstion from
the Chronicle mscribed to Hippolytus, that of Eusehiug,
and others. The notice of two martyrologies is aimply
intended to ehow that at a very early period the legends
of superstition were not confined to the Western world.

If any readers sre dissppointed with the seleetion I
have made I®shall regret it. But it must be borne in
mind that my object has been somewhst peculiar, and
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that this work is meant to meet the wishes of those who
may {ake the trouble fo investigate it. Yel evem on such
8 text a large biographieal, geographical, and chronolo-
gieal commentary might be written,

The version iz for the moat part very literal, and I
have aimed rather to give the sense of the originala than
to prodnee what in called a2 readable book. There are
places whers I may have miesed the meaning, either be-
cause of the obscurity of the comstruction or the defects
of our lexicons, whick do not contain sll the worde.

I must express my thanks to the Councii of the Bymo-
Earrriax Boctery for their kindness in promoting a pub-
lication for whioch they are well aware thera can be mno
remunerative demand, and of which only a pmall number
of copies have been printed. 1 have cheerfully done my
part, and hope they will fnd in it ot least a few things
which will gratify them.

B. H. COWPER.



