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PREF ACE

Tae volome now offered (o the public ia intended to
furnish tho pupil his first lessons in Latin, As an Ele-
mentary Drill-bock, it aims to supply & want long felt in
onr gehools. In no stage of o course of classical study is
judicious instroction of more vital importance than in that
which deals with the forma and olaments of the Latin lan-
guage, To the beginner, every thing is now, and roquires
minute and careful illustration. Ile must at the very out-
pet become go familiar with all the prammatical inflections,
with their exaet form and force, that he will recoguize
them with prompiness and certainty wherever they occcur,
He must not lose timo in nneertain conjecture, where posi-
tive knowledge alone wiil be of any real value. Improve-
ment on this point is one of the pressing needs of ounr
gchools, This volumo i3 intended as a contribulien to
classical education in aid of this particolar work, Tt aims
to lighten the burden of the teacher in elementary drill,
and to aid him in greunding his pupils in the first ele-
menta of the Latin langunage,

It is the unmistakable verdiet of the elassroom, that
theory and practice must not be separated in the study of
language. The true method of instraction will make am-
ple provision for both. On the one hand, the pupil must,
by a vigorous use of the memory, become master of all the
grammatical forms ond rules; while, on the other hand, he
must not be denied the laxury of using the knowledge
which he is go laboriously acquiring.

To this just and urgent demand of the class-room, the
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author’s First Latin Book, published fifteen years since, on
tho basis of Dr. Arnold's works, owed its erigin, For the
favor with which it was received, and for the generons
interest with which it has so longr been resarded, the anthor
desires herc to express his sincerc thanks to the numcrous
classical instructors whose fidelity in its use has contrib-
uted so largely to its success. In the convietion, howoever,
that it has now dene its appolnted work, he begs leave to
offer them the present volume as its successor.

The great oljection to most I'bst Latin Books, that,
however execllent they may be in themsclves, they are not
especially adapted to any particular Grummar, and that
they aceordingly fill tho memory of the pupil with rules
- and staternents which must, a8 fur as possible, be onlearned
as suon as he passes to Lis Grammar, is cotirely obviated
in this volnme. All tho prammatieal portiona of it, cven
to the nombering of the articles, are introduced in the
exact form and inpuage of the authors Grammar. In-
deed, the paradigms are uot enly the gome #8 in the Gram-
mar, but nlso cecnpy the same ploce on the page; so that
even the local sesociatinns which the beginner so readily
forme with the pages of his first book may be transferred
direetly to the Grammar.

This work i3 intended to be complete in jtself It com-
prises o distinet outline of Latin Grammar, Excrcises for
Double Translation, Bugpestions to the Learner, Notes and
Vocabularies. As an Introduction to tho author's Gram-
mar, Header and Latin Composition, it discusses and illus-
trates precisely those points which are deemed most cazen.
tial as & preparation for the course of etudy presented in
those works,

FRovIDENCE, IE.I, Juns, 1868,
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