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ADDRESSER

Drarn or Joun B. Ricg,

PROCELDINGS 1M 1IIE MOTSE OF REFRESCNTATIVESR.

JenTRESRS OF /?\‘TH. Wann, o Iocimoa,

Mr. Spraknr; I arize to pay a lest tribute of respect o the mem-
oiy of my late coleagne, Flon Jouw B Rack,  He did at the honse
of his duughter, in Narfotk, Vo, an the sqth day of December, 1874.
He left at the close of the last session with his heaith somewhat
pmpaired, Thing the recoss of Congress he sought rest at rusorts,
and at times he improved =0 that he and his Tends hoped and
helieved Le would soon be Tuliy reaarad. Bul this was not to be so,
and he did nottake his sear al ¢he commencement of the present

session, and eraduully filling, died es [ hove steied,

But recently he whom we now moutn was among us in robust
health, giving prowise of many vesss of wselidness,  Tlis great heart
has ceased 2 beat, and he sleeps the sleep that knows no waking,

We stand zbove his honored grave and recall the praces and
grand gualilies of his life,

A good man has gone to rest and the world is poorer for his loss,

though leher and beligr bacauss he ones Hyed,

To those who knew himn as he was known here, no word of mioe




6 ADDRESE 011" ME, WARD ON THE

can add unything to the incense which envelops his memomy or
wze the respect which in life his bigh character challenged from

ner
all who came in contact with him,

Without pretension, he was industrious, earnest, and able; with-
out ehatinacy, he was firng; without selfrightenusness, he was sor-
pulously honest and conscientions in all things; faithiul to Ms iends,
vet just to his opponents ; trie o his convictions, yot ¢ver ready to
receive suggestions and advice. Scorning decett, he diligently sought
for (el fearless i action sod in the expression of his own opinions,
vet atientive and respectful to those with whom he differed; pubilic-

spidted us a citizen, chadtobls to the needy, symnathetic with the

suffering. A gentle, loving, and ndulgent father, genial as an asso-

. and

ciate, he was a man to he honoved and loved as Lie wag in 1iG

sineerely movrned as he s in death.
15 garly

I was net spent wnder the most awsploious cireuwe-
stznces, and his eminence in his profession, in the social world, and
in pelities was achieved by his own strong will and sturdy elions,
Jourw Tiwawm Ricr way bom in the village of Laston, Tathat
Counly, BMd, in 18og. i fatler was a shoemaker, and he
Tearned that frade, 11 is not known how long he worked at this

humile cafling, vor is j eerain that he might not baye continged al
it mgny years longer snd the whole conest of his life have ran in a
dlifferent chaunel but for an accidental clreumstance semethiag in
this wise: The manages of o Baltmore theater, while strolling alung
oue of the streels of the Maryland wetropelis one day, overheand a
rich musical voive tollivg ont a song inside o shop, 1l stopped and
listened for a moment 2od then ) 61

him as wauseally fine, aml he made it coavenient soon after to drop

ol oon, But the velee hop

essor of the fine batitone,

in at that shop ard find out the p

After o brief negetiation, the young mechanic was cugaged o a

chorister in Clemens's Thester, and it was there the stoge il of

JTonw B Rice began.  This was i 1836, The following yuor found
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a1, Phila-

delphin, where Lie was engager for % singing pares,” and occasionally

him a member of the company of the Walnut Street The:

wes on for a song between acts. While in Philadelphia be marriad
Miss Dary Ann Warren, danghter of the old manager and sctor,
William Warren, long since deccased,  Bliss Wareen was then play-
ing sombreffe parts at the Walnut Strees Theater,  Mr Rice subse-
quently wenz 1o Alhany, N, ¥, where he cpened the National

Awphitheater. That wdertaking, however, proved w failure, and he
became associated with the proprictor of the Albany Museum,  Te
remained there four or five years as manager, and thenee went to
Buffaln, where he joined the company of the Fagle Strect Thearer,
Tle beszme manages, 11 was at the Hagle Sieeel Theater in Budala,
and under Mz, RICE's wansgement, thal Dan Marble made his firse
great hut as wocoreedian ;o and it was also Lere what Chardotle Cush-
man, then o young ludy of twenty-ous or bwenty-two, played ane of

her vory first star engapenents,  The Magle-sirael enterprise suc-

ceoded but moderaiely i a (inancial way, and the manager con-

cloded to give [oup and go wost,

Inarly in 1847 hewent o Milwavkee and there managed a theater
forz time.  He ascertained that a canal conventon-—that was an
age of canals—was Lo be held at Chicago in July of that year, 1345,
It oecumed to Manager Fuck to seize ihe oceasion and turn it to
account, wid with such cupitnl and credit as he could cosunand be
wend to Chicage wnd pul up & wooden foaler au Bandolph sireec
Teetween Dearborn and Slatestreets,  Tehad cateuluted righily; the
canel convention brought a large pumber of steangers 1o the city,
and the theater made morey rapidly uniil ic burned down.

The Lrat “slar" infroduced 1o the Chicago public under hiz man-
agement was Fdwin Worest, who appeared 2z Jack Cade, Tune 15,
1847,

‘T'weo menihs afrer the destraction of the wooden theater an Wan-

dolph soreet, Mro Rice purchas a lot oa Dearborn street, Lhe




