LIFE OF SAMUEL
JOHNSON



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649304417

Life of Samuel Johnson by F. Grant

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



F. GRANT

LIFE OF SAMUEL
JOHNSON

ﬁTrieste






(239
tH

LIFE

a¥

SAMUEL JOHNSON

Ly

Ligur-Coi. . GRANT

LONDON
WALTER SCOTT
2y WARWICK LANE, PATERNOSTER ROW
1557

I~



CONTENTS.

CIIAPTER T.
FAGE
Marriage of Sanne] Johnson's parents (1706) ; hisbirth {(1700) ;
taken to Lopdon to be touched by the Cueen “lor the
evil ™ {1712} ; hisbrother Nathanisl ; goes to Dame Oliver's
school ; fs tanght by Tom Feown 3 at Lichfield Geammar
School 3 his Lichfield schoolfellows 3 passes some time will
hiz wncle, Corncliuzs Ford 3 poes to Stourbridge School
{1724) ; reluros to his fathcr's house ; his disabedicnce to
Ins father, and subsequent atonement ; his knowledge of
hooks 3 i is vesolved to send him to Oxford . . 12

CHATTER IIL

Johnzon entered at Vembroke College, Oxford {1728} his
arrival at the University ; Oxford in Johnson's days;
translates Pope's ** BMessish ™ into Latin hexameters ; his
cullege carcer ; controversy as to the length of time he
remained at Oxford ; his college contemporaries ; his
meeting in alier lile, with Edwords, a fellow collegian
{1778) 1 lerves Oxlord {1731) 3 relurns home 3 death of his
father (December, 1731) ; social position of Michael Johnson
{father of 5, J.) 5 Samoel Johnson resolves to adopl Titer:-
tore nsa profession 3 society at Lichfield {1731-36) § usher
at Maorket Doswerth {1732) ; private 1utor in the Whithy
family ; spends six months ot Bimmingham with E. Hector ;
Irnnsintes Father Lobo's ** Voyage to Ahyssinia'' ; writes
to E. Cave, editor of Genflewman's Afagosine, ofiering



(1] CONTENTS,
raGt
literary contributions ; applies for mastershin of Solihull
school 3 his marringe (1735} 3 els up o school at Edial
Hall ; resolves to go to London . . . . . 21

CHAPTER ITL.

Johnson's tragedy of " Trene ™ commenced al Edial Iall ; goes
to London with Dovid Garrick (1737); takes a room in
Exeter Street, Strand 3 his manner of life in London s
borrows £5 of Mr. Wilcox, whe advises 5, J. to buy
o porter's koot 3 poes to Greenwich 3 writes to B, Cave,
propoging to translate Sarpi's ** History of the Council of
Trent "3 hecomes connected with Phe Centlepears’s Maym-
zine ; sketch of E. Cave's career ; writeys in Gemdlerean's
Megazine ; Johnsn goes 1o LichGeld ; returns to London
with his wife ; histragedy of * Irens ™ finshed ; refosed by
Mr. Flectwood, patentee of Dirury Lane ; becomes a regnlare
contributor to Gemtdeman’s Afapezine (1738) 1 publishesz his
poen: of ** London ™ 1738} 5 reccives ten guineas as copy-
right ; Panl Whitchead ; appearance of first of Pope's (wa
¥ Thialoegues ™ 3 applies for mastership of Applely School 3
Lord Gower's unsnecessful attempt to procure a diploma of
M.A. for Johnson 3 Pope’s letter referring to the incident 3
Tohnson publishes * Mazmor Norfolelense ™ {1735} ; reports
paclimmentnry delbates Tor Genefloman’s Masazire ; other
literary work 3 Hon. Heory Hervey takes 2 house in
London 3 death of Richard Savege {1743); sketch of
Savaze's career; Johnsen publishes * Life of Savage™
(1744} ; Johnson assists in editing Cenffenan’s Mamncine ;
agrees to compile an Eoglish Dictionary {1746}) 5 publizhes
the ** Plan " of the dictionary 3 dedicates it to Lord Chester-
ficld {1747} : Johnson and his wife visit Tunbridge Wells
(1748) ; publishes ** The Vanity of ITuman Wishes "(1740) 38

CHAPTER IV.

¥ Ireme " acted at Druey Lane (1740) 3 description of first night
of the play; Phe Rowiler commenced (1750) 3 death
of Johnson's wile {1752); Mrs. Williams becomes an ine
mate of hiz house 3 mention of Johason and Mres, Williama
in Mrs. Chapone's letler to Miss E. Carter 3 zecond volume
of dictionary commenced (1753); dictionary finished
(1954} 3 visits Oxford ; degree of ML A, conferred on Johns



CONTENTS. 7

TAGE:
son 3 dictionary pablished [Apsil 15, 175505 refuses to
dedicate dietionary to Lord Chesterfield 3 his letier to
Lord Chesterfield 3 Johnaon still in great poverty ;' Sfafe
commenced (1758) ; death of Johnson's mother (1759) 3
writes ** Hoszelas * (17z0) 3 fancied mesembiance between
¢ Raszelas ¥ and Voltaire's ** Candide ™ ; Johnson’s London
residences 3 his two lotters to Baretti {1701 amd 1762) ; the
king grants Johnson a pension of £ 300 a year . - . 58

CITAPTER V.

Definition of a pension in Johneon's dictionary 3 political affairs
in Johnson's time ; death of Lucy Porter’s brother ; John-
son's introduction to Boswell (1763) ; Boswell calls npon
Johnson ; Boswell has supper with Jolinsom at the Mitre ;
Doswell takes * minutes of whal pessed ;7 Juhosoo's ap-
preciation of Goldsmith ;3 Doswell ; his supper at the
Mitre with Johnson and Goldsmith 3 Jubmsen's friendship
for Deooet Langion; his acguaintance with Topham
Beanclerk . * w ¥ . - . - . :3,

CIIAPTER VI.

Formation of * The Clab™ (1764) ; Ivy Lane Club ; Johnson's
regaed for Burke ; hiz close intimncy with Reynolds 3 sale
of M5. of Goldsmith's * Vicar of Wakefield ™ ; malkes ac-
quzintance with the Thrales (17065} ; chomcter of M=,
Theale ; visits Cambridge with Beauelerk @ puldication of
Johnson's ¥ Shakespeare ' (1705) 3 Johnson sstablished in
Julnzon's Court s hisletter to Langton ; Boswell arrives in
London (1706) ; passes the evening with Goldsmith at
Johnson's houwse ; Johnson's interview with George TILL
{1767} 1 visits Lichiield ; his farewel] interview with his
mother’s old servant, Catherine Chambers ;. Boswell arrives
in London (1760} entertains Johnson, Meynolds, and
Goldsmith at a dinoer in his chambers ; Johnson pobiishes
the ** Felse Alarm ™ (1770) ; Burke's ** Thoughts on the
Cause of the Dresent Discontenls™; Johnsan pulilishes
his pamphlet on **Falkland's Islands ™ (177105 Loswcll
dines for the frst time at Johnson's house; Johnson's
Journey to the Hebrides . . T — . . By



a CONTENTS.
PAGE
CHATTER VIIL
Jehnson's Welsh tour with the Theales [1774) 5 his dinry of the
tour 3 nccompanies the Theales to Pans (1775); meets a
nicce of Arabells Fermior at the English convent of st
Anmosting ;. ** Mistoire do Prinee Titi ™ writes the
* Patdot ™ (1774) 3 writes ** Tazation no Tyranny " {1775);
doctor's degrec eomferred on Johnson by University of
Oneford {17751 3 hi= quarrel with Macpherson; variety of
Johnson's acquaintance ;3 has supper at Mra Ahington's
house 3 moves to Bolt Couwrt (1776) 3 description of John-
son's houas in Balt Coort ; s trip with Boawell Lo Oxfiond,
Rivmingham, and Lichfield ; hears of Tarry Thmale’s
steath ; hastens his returm to London ; meets Jack Wilkes
al a dinner pariy at b Dilly's house; hig conlroversy
with Mra, Knowles, i . LA : i . I04

CHAITER VIIL

Johnson writcs Latin epitaph for Goldsmith's monamen) ; the
¢ Club ™ sepda Bound Hobin sugpesting that the inscrip-
tion should be in Enpglish ; onderakes ¥ Lives of the
Poeta ™ {1757) ; makes acquaintapce with Funay Durmey
(1778} ; the sociely al Sireallam ; Sophy Streatheld ;
Johmson's kindness (o poor aulhors 3 Jeaths of Garrick
(177a), of Heauclerk (1580), of 3. Thrale (1781} ; dinner
ot Mrs Garrick™s; DMiss Hannal Moge 3 visits Oxford,
Lichfield, Birmingtham, and Ashbourne ; death of Rohert
Levett {1782} ; Johnson struck with paratysis {1583) ; his
partial recovery ; dezth of Mrs. Williams ; Mrs. Siddons’s
wisit to Halt Court 3 mecting of survivams of vy Lane Clah
Hoswell armives in Londan ; Johnzon and Hoswell wisil
Oneford 3 Johwson dines for fast (ime 2 the Club (June zz,
1784y intervicew with Mary Waollstonecraft 1 Hoswell's
tast farcwell of Johnson {june 3o} 3 Mes, Thrale announces
to Johnson her intended marriage 3 he visits Ashbourne,
Lichficld, Birmingham, and Cxford 3 returnz 1o London
{November 17) 3 1s aware of his approaching death ; unre-
mitting attention of his friends ; his 1ast illness ; his death
(December 13, 1784) ; his funeral . . . o P £

CIAPTER IX.

Johnsan's character; Lis powers ng a critic; his Jiterary judg-
ments ; religions feeling, and state of the Church of



CONTENTS. 1

FAGE
England during tatter hall of eightecnth century ; English e
literature in Johnson's time 3 Topham Heawclerk’s lbeary ;
Juhnzon lives between two brilliant literary epochs ; Joha-
som 25 Titerary dictator 3 his persomal appearance ; varous
editions of Boswell’s *° Life ™5 corly biographies and nolices
of Johnson ;3 Johnson a link between the Aoguostan and
Victorian eras § centenary of Jehnson'sdeath ., | 150

le”‘:.‘-‘{ ¥ [ w [ W . . ® . 3 ]?I






