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BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIR OF JOHN LAWRENCE
LE CONTE,

The revoeation of the edict of Nantes, with ite attendant persecu-
tions and other horrors, waa incidentally of advantage to science;
for of the tems of thoueands who expatriated themselves from a
community given over to tyranny shd fnatieism, not & few carried
with them and transmitted to their offapring, born in the land of
refuge, & apirit of scientific Investigation, which was doubtlces qnick-
ened by the intense lifa of the time} and in after years, when the
hereditary trait agsin appeared, it may often have found ite healthy
growth re-enforced by the admixture of the new element afforded
by residencc in a forsign country. At all events other conntries
owe much of their scientific fame to the men of Huguenot ancestry,
who fled from the intoleranee of Leuig XTIV, snd whoee influenee
outside of Franee would but for this have certainly been lessened
for lack of direct contact; for among the Hugnenofs, or their de-
scendants, as has frequently been pointed out, was an unusual pro-
portion of men devoted to science, literature, and the arts. Thus,
to mention but a few names, Bwitzerland owes to thie movement
her DeCandolles, and Saussores, with Pleotemour and a host of
lesser lights; Germany and Holland, Charpentier and Lyonet; and
our own country, Bowdoin, of Cambridge, ar esrly president
of the American Academy; John Jay, of New York, and the
LeContes, living and dead.

The name of LeConte, or LeComte, ns it was indiferently spelled,
was o frequent one in Franca in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries,
and partieularly in Normandy. The families were mostly of noble
blood, and many were possessed of considerable estates; others,
however, were born in paverty, of whem some came to & more honor-
able distinction than wealth or title could give, such as the jearned
Antoine LeConts, a jurist of MNoyon, famous for his attacks on
Calvin, or the other Antoine, possibly a direct descendant, who was
Baron de I'Echelle and governor of Sedan, and was well known
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NATIONAL ACADEMY OF BOIENCES.

in Hugoenot timea for hia eontroversial letters addressed to a Jesuit;
but whether of noble or plebeisn blood we rarely find their names
in those days, excepting as etanch Hugnenote, and without leaving
Normandy we come to soch ceses as that of Isasc LeComte, of
Coutances, who, in 1887, &t the age of sixty, was sentenced to the
galleye because & book “of the religion® wae found in his house;
and of Daniel LeConte, of Poitou, sent to the galleys the following
year for the grime of being a Huguenot; of Abraham and Henry
LeConte, who flad to England in 1887 for conscience and life’s
sake; and of Guillaume and Pierre LeConte, besides others of the
same pame, who tosk refuge in our eountry.

Guillsume, with whom we are specially concerned, was born at
Rouen, March 8, 1850, Hia exact ancestry is unknown ; but from
senls 8till in the powsersion of the family, aud to judge from the
researches of Dr. LeConte, i seems tolerably evident that he was
deseended, through his mother or grandmother, from the barona of
Nunant, 2 Normen family of importance, and that he or his father
adopted the name of the maternal line® In the troubles which
arcee in his early manhood, Ghatlaume, finding that neither justice
nor liberty would be allowed him in his native country, fled to Hol-
Iend and aaat in his fortunes with the Prince of Orange.  * At the
time of his mrrival in Hollacd,” writes Major LeConte in & manu-
eeript &t hend, “ William, the Stadtbkolder, wee preparing te invade
Esgland, snd readily aceepted the offer of my ancestor’s service in
his army.- With him he proceeded to England,” and apparently
remained in his srmy suntil it was dishanded after the peace of
Eyewick, for we find him with that army 8t the conguest of Ireland,
and the family still retain a fine folio Elzevir Bible of 1689, pre-
sented to Guillaume by William IIL in token of his friendship,
Moreaver it was in the year following the pesce of Ryswick, namely
in 1698, that Guillauvme emigrated to this country with two nephews,

#Dr. LeConta, in » latter to Rev. O, 'W. Daird, saya: ' The tradition in
. my family ia that my ancestor wag en disguated with the political eonditions
of Frange that when he went to Holland he dropped his father’s and took
his mother's name, . ., . The LeConte sesl is gquartered st the lower
right hand corner, and indicates 4 famale of the fumily of that name of the
seigneurs of Monsnt, Bretoncelles, ate.”'  But 1t (@ oot known, I believe,
that sny Huguenaots changed their nawmo for the canse here aspigned, and it
shomé more probabla that the change was made by himself or an ancesstor
for some purely family cesson.
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JOHS LAWRENCE LE CONTE.

Thomas and Henri, of the Nonant line, These two nephews, it
may be said in passing, married in this countrey, but Ieft no children.

Bhortly after his arrival in New York he is said to have made a
voyage to the West Indies,* where he met and mariied, February
18, 1701, Margneritic de Valleau, daughter of Pierre Joyeulx de
Vallean, of Martinique. [f 30, he soon returned to New York and
purchased a considerable estate, alded by presemta froma King
William. Hiz wife’s father must svon have died, perhape before
they returned to New York, for they carly enme into possession of
hor father's estates in Martinique, and sold in New York the sugar
produced thereon. The date of his wife's death fs not known, but
it eould not have besn long after the birth of their ooly son, William,
(December 3, 1702, for on April 17th of the following year he
married 8 second time, Margarct Mahant (Mahoo, Mahoe, or
Mahault), by whom he had two other children, Picrea and Easther.
He and hiz second wife died in New York on the same day, Sep-
tember 15, 1720, of yellow fever.

William, the son of the first wife, marcied Anne (Marie Aan)
Beslie, of New Rochelle;t and had' twe daughters, through the
second of whom, Busarma, who married another Besloy {or Bayloy),
sornes the family of that name, in whese sncoessivn were Mother
Seton, the founder of the Bisters of Cherity in this country, aud
the late Archhiehop Bayley, of Baltimore,

Of the marriage or descendanta of Hather nothing ia knawn to

*iU N gvidence bas heen recorded to show that Guoillaume ever went to
Martinique; it i3 much more probable that Merguevitte hod come with her
father to New Rachelle, but eontinued to refer her homa to the island from
which they had emigrated. "—Fumily racoeds by Prof. LuConte Stevens. Tt
may he added that the nama of Tierrs Vallesu appesrs on the New Rachelle
liat from the sarlieat pariod.

1A romantie story is told of this aon in Mator LeOente’s maouscript to
the effect thal he mede & vialk to ie mother's relatives in the West Im:lics.
and was there beteothed to s Miss Dugund.  Before the time of the proposed
murriggre business cook him to New York for & few months, und he then
returned to cinim his bride,  On landing at St Piorre'z and inguiving aboot
his betrothed, who lived some miles out of the city, ke wos told she bad
married, whereupon he at once re-smbarked on m vesael just sailing for New
York, determined to marey without delay the fiest lady who ahould show
mny ragard for his attentions. In w few days he met Miss Beslie, and soon
married her. He afterwands lenrosd that it wes another Miss Dugand, and
not his betrothed, of whose marriage he hwd heard.
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me#*  The descent of the family name comes through Pierre, 7 who
lived in New Jarsey, and married, first, Margaret Pintard, and,
three years laler, Valeria Eatton, of Eattonville, New Jersey, The
first lefi no children, the seeond five— William, John Eatton, Mar-
garet, Thomas, and Peter. William married, but died childless.
Thomasand Peter did not marey. Margaret married Rev, Jededinh
Chapman, ona of the foonders of the Presbyterian ¢hurch in this
country. Bo again the male descent and name comes solaly through
ane son, Joho Eatton, who was horn September 2, 1739, and mar-
ried Jane Bloan in 1776, by whom hehad three children—William,
who died at the age of thirty, unmarried ; Lewis, borp in 1782, whe
lived in Georgin, whete he married Aope {luartermann, and was
the father of Professors Jobn and Juseph LeConta, of the University
of Californin, the oniy Hving children ont of four sons and three
danghters; and finally Johu Eation, born in Shrewsbary, New
Jersay, Tebruary 22, 1784, who married Mary Aune IL Lawrence
in July, 1821, end had three sons, two Hdwards, hoth of whom died
ie infaney, and the subject of the preasnt notice, John Lawrence,
who was horn May 13, 1525.1

As the life of Dr. LeCoute was au uneventful one, its principsl in-
cidents may be merely eketched. At the completion of his collegiate
course a5 Mt, 8t. Marys Oollege, in Hmmetsherg, Maryland, he
entercd the Colloge of Physictans and Surgeons in New York, from
which he was gradnated in 1846,  Although he thus made mediwine
his declared professien, he never fullowed its practien to any extent,
inheriting, as he did, means sufficicnt to ronder him independent,
Fromt 1848 to 1850 he made saveral journeys to Lake Superior and
California lo inerease his knowledge of our fuuna. In 1852 bis
father's family removed to Philadelphis, where he has since resided,
marrying in 1861 —the year after his father's death—the daughter
of the late Judgo Gricr, who, with two 2ons, survives him. He
made other expeditions at varivus times, both befors and after his
marriage, to Honduras and Panama, the Rocky Mountains, Europe,

% fon Appendiz.

4 Dr. Peter LeConte . ., settled in New Jorsay, becoming & resident
of Monmouth conaty 4 early ws 1734, In Middletown ho practiced medicine
for muny years, nnd thoee is & tmditien thet he sometirnes preached as a
minister, "—Family records by Prof LeConte Btevens,

1 Fuller details of the genealogy of the family will be found in an appen-
dix,
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JTOHN LAWRENOE LE {{ONTE.

Egypt, and Algiors. At the outhreak of the civil war he entered
the army medical corps as surgeon of volunteers, and was soon
advaneced to the post of medieal inspector, with the mok of licuten-
ant colonel, where he remained until the close of the war. In this
ficld his fine organizing power and good sensc showad themselves to
excellent advantage, Afier this he held no post demanding his
time until 1878, when he enteved the United States Mint in Phila-
delphia, & position which he retained until his death, which cecurred
November 15th last.

Franeia Galton, in his work on  Hereditary Genius,” and Alphonse
DeCandolle, in his * Histoire des sciences et dessavants depuis deux
aiocles,” have alearly proved the influence of heredity in the develop-
ment of scientific men.  To meution a single example, DeCandolle
points out that among the ninety-two persons who had beon the
chosen, ** fureizn assoviates” of the Fronch Academy of Sviences up
to the time of his writing, s father sod a son oeeur oo less than four
times, a number which ia suprising when wo eonsider that the clee-
tion was made out of abont twelve hundred men of science. Tha
influenees which affect the study of this question among ocurselves
sre diversified, for here, perhaps, better than aoywhere else in the
world, one may carye out ooe's own destiny, and a man of genius
may eonacquently more roadily rise from the lowor manks ; our lineags,
too, is 80 mach more mixed, and in a4 large proportion of cases so
obueoure, that the traces of bereditury character are leas readily dis-
cernible; vet, to pass by all names thet are in cloze relation with
European immigration, we have some clear instances of family iflu-
ence in geienco alone, a3 may he ssem by repesting raorely the names
of Dana, Draper, Eatton, Harrls, Hileheock, Pickering, Pierce,
Rogers, and Whitney, and espzcially LeConte, while if we were to
include, as we ghould, the mother's side, we should have to add such
related names as Franklio and Bache, to which, no doubt, a serious
research would add illustrious sxamples.  But the historical element
of our country is 30 modern, our professionsl life sv unostahle as it
were, the growth and opportunities of seientifia culture so recent,
that in nearly all these instaonces we have bot the connection of a
single pair of vames; hence it ia that tho name of LeConte s here
somewbat conspicuous,

Pierre, the great-grandfather of D, LeConte and gon of theoriginal
Guillaume, was a physician of 2ome distinction io his day, and pos-
seased, through his suecess, considernble property. His second wife,
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