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PREFACE.

———

Bome delay has ocourred in the publieation of these
pages through deferenss to objections on the part of
several persons who entertained doubts as to its oppor-
tuneness.

These objections were principslly made by members.
of the former Conservative party, who relied upon
Prince Bismarck’s seceding from the National-Liberal
Party and onee more secking sapport among the Con-
servatives,

Those gentlomen maintained that the negotiations
with Herren von Blankenburg and Wagner, the endes-
vours of Herr von Wedell-Malchow, the oceurrences at
the election in Lauvenburg, and varions other matters
of smaller notoriety left no room for doubting the
gineerity of the Imperial Chancellor; his antipathy to
the leaders of the Natiomal-Liberal party being, they
said, a well-known fact. To many the sentiments had
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4 Preface.

been ecommunicated which the Imperial Chancellor,
at the conclusion of a dinner party, had expressed
agninst Lasker to several members of the Conservative
pariy. It was likewise putent thai the attacks of
Prince Putbus on Lasker resmited from the Imperial
* Chancellor’s own prompting; and it was equslly a
fact that the Imperial Chancellor had in confidential
cireles stigmatised the famons May Laws as an act of folly.

It iz of course possible that Prince Bismarck may
once more join the Conservative party. His contem-
poraries have witnessed the readiness with which he
changes front, and kicke from under his feet the ladder
he hes olimbed. Neither must it be denied that the
Imperial Chancellor is still capable, maybe, of rallying
around himself the remnents of the Conservative
party and of putting fo account their votes against
the Liberals. e

But in case the Conservative parfy should only be pos-
sessed of vitality when its whole programme is summed
up in the name of Bismarck, when ite political culius
is neught but Pan-Bismarckism, it will do well to resist
all attemptr at resuscitation, and once and for ever to ab-
dicate. Of such things as the Conservative party was at
one time anxious to seeure nothing can now be saved,
To protect property against the revolution no specific
Conservative party is needed.

The only worthy task left perchance, for the Con-
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servative party to accomplish would be the reconquering
of liberty.

Tothmkofdnmgthmundﬂrthalau.dumm;l of “ Duke”
Bismarck would be absurd.

We cannot therefore allow ourselves to be deterred
from the publication of this book out of consideration
for the immature and inane aspirations of certain persons
of Clonservative proclivities.

Another reason entitled to notice, nnd which, aa such,
has consequently added to the delay, had reference to
Count Arnim himself : —

“The publication of the book would injure him;
the pending deeision of the Bupreme Court would
be less favourable to him should the Imperial
Chaneellor feel aggrieved by its prodmction ; more-
over, truth would aseert itself even were nothing
done to unveil it.”

This srgumentation, after long and mature cogitation,
also proved absolutely incomprehensible. The Supreme
Tribunal has to decide whether the Stadtgericht (Magis-
trates’ Court) of Berlin had or had not jurisdietion, and
whether or not thirteen documents were, in a legal sense,
public documents.

Its learned conceptions rtegarding these questions
cannot possibly be modified by the faet that matters
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obtain publicity which have with them no conmnection
whatever.®

Just as little can it be coneeded that truth will assert
itself independently of its demonstration by any one. It
wieldeth not such power.

Truth is one, lies are manifold ; therefore are lies
more powerful than fruth. Hence the greater facility
possessed by falsehood of obsouring, distorting, falsify-
ing the latter. .

Truth, then, ean prove victorions only when spoken
to-dsy, to-morrew, the day after to-morrow, and so onm,
over and over again. Only when with & strong hand
the mantle is removed under which truth was maliciously
sought to be shromded will falsehood, however multi-
plied its ramifisations, be made to stand aloof,

For that resacn also neither could the fear of the
poseibility of the Chanesllor’s discontent reacting on the
Supreme Court, nor the confidence in the silent, secretly-
working power of truth, have induced us to bury it
untold.

Attention is claimed by a third consideration,

In the following pages some of Count Arnim’s reports
will appear in print. Their publication is justified by

# Tt is, however, probable that the Bopreme Tribunal will have given ifa
decigion in the case hefore thiz book esn appear. Extornal ciroumstances
will g0 much delay it publieation that the court 8 not lkely to be
affectad by emch an influence pe this book may prebebly prodnes on the
Imperial Chaneellor.
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the plea of peinful necessity, though contrary to every
fair tradition in the annals of diplomacy.

But after the publication under the sanction of Prinee
Bismarck of an overwhelming amounnt of dosuments of a
damaging character to Count Arnim, the tradition of
diplomacy can no longer stand in the way of him whose
sense of duty pointa to the necessity of defending the
late ambassador, '

However, we refrain in the following pages from giving
publicity to a single doonment that hes not alveady
come under the notice of the Public FProsecutor, of the
adjudicating law courts, of the defending counsel, and
likewise of all officials of & lower degree who have had
a band in these matters,

Nay, more, the Public Prosecutor himself has de-
mandod that these doowments, with one solitary excep-
tion, be read in open court, Clount Arnim, on the other
hand, declaring through his legal advisers that it was im-
material to him whether they wereread ornot.* The Public
Prosecutor having thereby admitted the innocnous effect
of their appearance on the public mind, we are equelly
entitled to waive our own scruples. We do not

*Comnt Arnim did this becouse, aceording to the vequisition of the
Public Prosecutor, not only the reports published in thess pages, bat also
other, altogether confidential, deonmants would hove been reed, which we

koop back even mow, ws we ara mot disposed to follow the method of

compromising other persons. It is, however, intereating to reflact thet it
i# the Foreign Office itself which hag supplied the materiala for this hook
by ita ecommunication of tha dormments to the conrt.



