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PRETACE.

TaE unaxampled growth of the city of Lowell

gives interest to some notice of the succemive |

steps by which it has attained to its presont impor-
tance, of the extent of ita manufacturing operu-
tions, znd of the aotoal cemdition of its industrions
popalation. An unsettled territery of pastore
and meadow has, within the memory of the mid-
dle-aged, been covered with substantial edifices,
mills, stores, churches, blocks of honses, the pros-
perous homes of nearly thirty thowsnd people;
thus almoat realizing the creations of some orien-
tal fable, at least emulating in & few years what, in
other places has been the slow growth of centu-

ries.
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6 PREFACE.

From the siza of this book the reader will not
expect aay thing more than what the briefl time
allowed the suthor permitted him to prepare —a
work which, withoot the minoteness of & history,
will yet supply the information which all visitors
to this city wish to obtain. To the citizens and
operatives of Lowell, likewise, it is hoped thet this
book will not be withont valne. Following a rapid
sketch of the growth of this place, there will be
found & variety of statistical facts, collected from
the Agents, the Overseers, the Operntives, and
the Matrona of the baanding-houses. On this por-
tion of the book much the most care has been
bestowed. The great questions relating to Lowell
are those which comcern the health and character
of its luboring classes. It is believed that more
full and precise information om these points ia
given in the following peges, than has ever before
bean published. The object constantly kept in
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view has been, not the statemewt of opinions sad
impressions, but thet carefol presentation of facts
which will enable a siranger to judge for himself

It i minguolar thet & place, not yet twenty-five
years old, should already have @bolous stories
mingled with its bistory. Yet such in the case
Tha accounts whichk have been published of the
chance discovery of the water-power st Pawtncket

Falls by & sportmnan, snd of the report of an en-
gineer, sabeaquently made, that there wis no

water-power here, are wholly withoot foundation. .

Grest pains have been taken to krrive at an exact
knowledpe of the facts respecting the origin of
Lowell, and it i known that they are correctly
stated in this book.

In the preparation of tbe following pages, im-
portant mssistance has been received from Patrick
T. Jackson, Esq., from Dv. E. Hobbe, of Waltham,
from the Agents of the Corporstions in this city,
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