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PREFACE

™
THE FIFTH EDITION.

———————

Trouer * The Social and Political Dependence of
Women,’ originally published in 1867, does not
literally embody the author's present views, (views
which have been largely affected by a wider study
and acceptance of the doctrine of evolution, ) yet as
its main principles have become more fized and
important in his mind, and, as the changes to which
he refers move more in the direction of further de-
velopment than of essential modification, he has
thought it best to comply with the demand for a
new edition by reprinting the volume almost in
ita original form, the alterations consisting for the
most part of omissions and verbal corrections.

The subject has made an enormous advance in
the knowledge and favour of the public during the
Iast ten years, an advance which is indicajed less
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by the divisions in the House of Commons, pro-
gressive and striking though they have been, than
by the totally different tone and temper which
characterise the discussion both in the Press and
in Parliament. It is worthy of notice that in 1867
—as conclusively shown by the footnotes in the
following pages—the proposal to substitute the word
¢ person ' for the word ‘man ' in the several clauses
of the Reform Bill, was regarded by the mass of
Englishmen, (of whom, and of whose prejudices,
newspapers may be considered to be fair represen-
tatives, distinctly in advance of their readers,) as an
absurd and even Iudicrous * novelty,’ which deserved
to be laughed out of court. It was a theme out of
which every penny-a-liner was sure of raising a
laugh, though he might raise it, like Jeremy Diddler
raised the wind, on false pretences or irrelevant
issues. Now in 1880 what a different spirit is
abroad ! The question is no longer treated as
a joke ; its objects are no longer reviled ; its ad-
vocates are no longer ridiculed. The whole sub-
ject has come to be approached in & spirit which
affords the liveliest satisfaction to all those who
believe in the justice and expediericy of enfranchis-
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ing women, who see in that enfranchizsement the
dawn of a purer and nobler relation between the
sexes, and who feel that the legal subordination
of one sex to the other is among the chief obstacles

to human progress and happiness,

January 1880,






