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PREFACE.

Iy military feats of individual valonr performed es often by
obscore a3 by conspiencus persoms, the sources of the first
illustrations of the most nobls families of Kurope are to be
found. And of this prime feature of their pedigree tha
descendants of these familica are usually more proud than
they are of any subsequent honourablo achisvements. In-
deed, so much is martial descent coveted by thoss whe have
risen o aristocratie rank, that, where veritable chronicls fails
to confer it, tradition end fubls are even by law and eommerce
froquently uppenled o, to gupply the deficiency. No other
renown, we all feel—it may be very unphilosophically—
emblazcns like military renown. The highest civie dignity,
the worthicst acts of civie virtue, look pele in the comparizon ;
and Dr. Johnson was right when he eaid, that our greatest
lawyer—the omniz homo, the all-accomplished Lord Mansfield
~—would feel inclined to vresp ander the table it the Duke of
Malborough were suddenly to appear before him.  Binee the
medicval cre, however, it is only great captains who have
inspired this sensc of superiority. The subordinates of both
gervices, and the common soldicr and common sailor, huve
long sinoe escuped all particular sttention ; and we must go
back to the encient times of Greece sud Rome, and to the
middle ages—to T'roy, to Marathon, to stories of Horatii and
Curiatii, to Ascelon, to Azincourt, and to Peictiers—to find
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perzonal prowess and bravery brought into prominent rclief,
aod s0 rewarded es to hand name and fame down to posterity.
It is true that the art of war being thoroughly revolutionised
by the invention of gunpowder, cxploits of the kind alluded
to have no longer the paramount importance they possessed
previons to that discovery. Dut we heve come very errone-
ously to the conclusiom, {hat, because they have, for this
rcason, sunk, -generally as soon as enacted, into oblivion, they
heve eeased to be sbundantly displayed by modern troope.
The rich catalogue of the heroic actions of officers and men of
sll ranks in our avmy and navy, published in the Gozefle,
which announces the firet distribution of the Vicrosra Cross,
may be compared, even to the enhsneement of their Instre,
with any either pagan or chivalric epochs have produced ;
and this record of decds of extruordinary daring should
inspire thuse mentioned in the glarious toll with the same
mort of legitimats pride & moblemar feels when pointing to
the liko feats of the fisst founder of his family,

‘We have made thess remarks, associating the exploits
recorded in the (Fazefe with historic events of a like kind,
because noble actions, like fine paintings, shonld be placed at
some distance from us, and set In a rich mellow light, in
order to bring their beauties out info full display. With the
same purpose in view, let us suppose that these exploils
belonged to the period of chivalry, and thet they had been
religionsly preserved through eenturies by some of our most
time-honoured aristocracy, not as traditionary storics, but as
fucts cleurly stated in the offigial annals of the time. In that
cazp, whut precious heirlooms they would be eonsidered, with
what superb satisfaction they would be contemplated, und how
proudly would they, on rare and select ocousions, be exhibited
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by their posscssors s their original title-deeds, their first
lettors-patent of nobility or of family distinction.

The private, graced with such a distinefion, is no longer a
plebeian.  He is not one of the muoltitude, but one apart from
the mulitude. FEven if his social and military rank should
remain unchanged, he is raiszed morally much’ above his
former sclf; and we are glad to see that many who have
earncd the Vicronrs Crosa g privates, or as corporals or ser-
geants, wear it first over an officer’s uniform, With condoet
in peace equal to their valonr in war—and the latter seems to
guarantes the former—thess men cannot fail of promotion ;
and officers decorated at the same {ime with the same badge,
for the same deeds of daring in close confliet with the cremies
of thoir conntry, mmst alrcady focl on an equality, in tho
Filjghly el ey i kit nsvpliiiy, rith e who,
88 companions and brothers, have faken, in such egualising
mements, a5 often as not the lion's share in their common
perils.  Between superior and inferior, se associated in sigmal
dengere and signal rewsnls, there must neoessarily be cordial
respect and admiration; and this chivalric sense of honour,
Taising the poldier, in one respect, to 8 par with the officer,
must needs mitigate and strengthen discipline, and give the
service generally a higher standing than it has ever heretofore
possessed, both jm its own cetimation and in that of the
public.

The Vicroris Cross, with its inseparably appendant
memorial of individual heroism, discriminstes as no other
badge of military merif has ever done. It picks out from all
ranks single persons for a special dignity awarded to deeds of
& very nurrowly specinl deseription, and thus bears upon it
the very imsge and superseription, &s it were, of cach valisnt



