THE ACADEMY SERIES OF
ENGLISH CLASSICS;
ESSAY ON JOHNSON; PP.
95-97; NOTES, PP. 187-192



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649327416

The Academy Series of English Classics; Essay on Johnson; pp. 55-97; Notes, pp. 187-192 by
Macaulay

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



MACAULAY

THE ACADEMY SERIES OF
ENGLISH CLASSICS;
ESSAY ON JOHNSON; PP.
95-97; NOTES, PP. 187-192

ﬁTrieste






The HAcavemp Series of English Llassics

MACAULAY

ESSAY ON JOHNSON

RIITED AY

SAMUEL THUEBER

Boston
ALLYN AND BACON



E‘MTK‘E—T‘-:LLEEM'LI'-}

*#‘Illn GOy .!‘
oy 3 19:9
Lisrani

CopyRICHT, Bgr,

Bv SAMUEL THURBER.

Tyrocrarav av J. 5. Cumm;ac.;._.m
Presswosst ny Baewicx & Slm{, Boston,




FUBLIEHERSR NOTE.

Tris book contains portions of a larger volume pre
pared by the same editor. The page numbers have not
heen changed, and the breaks in the paging cceur where
matter of the larger volume has been omitted.

All the works in The Academy Series of English Classics
are given without abbreviation,






SAMUEL JOHNSON.
{DrcwunEe, 1860.)

Samurn Jouwson, one of the mest eminent English
writers of the eighteenth century, was the son of Michael
Johnson, who was, at the beginning of that century, a
magistrite of Lichfield, and a bookseller of great npote in
the Midland Counties. Michael’s abilities aud attainmeuts
geem to have been considerable. 1o was so well acquainted
with the contents of the volomes which he expused to sale,
that the country rectors of Staffordshire and Worcestershire
thought him an oracle on points of learning. Between him
and the clergy, indeed, therse was a strong religious and
political sympathy. He was a zealous Churchinan, and,
thongh he qualified himself for municipal office by taking
the caths to the sovereigns in possession, was to the last a
Jacobite in heart. At his house, a house which is still
pointed out to every traveller who visits Lichfield, Samuel
was born on the 18th of September, 1709. 1In the child the
physical, intellectual, and moral peculiarities which affer-
ward distinguished the man were plainly discernible ; great
muscular strength, accompanied by much awkwardness and
many infirmities; great guickness of parts, with a morbid
propensity to sloth and procrastination ; a kind and gonerous
heart, with a gloomy and irritable temper. He had in-
herited from his ancestors & scrofulous taint, which it waa
beyond the power of medicine to remove. His parents
were weak enough to believe that the royal touch was a
specific for this malady. In his third year he was taken up
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to London, inspected by the conrt surgeon, prayed over by
the eourt chaplains, and stroked and presented with a piece
of gold by Queen Anne. One of his earliest recollections
was that of a stately lady in a diamond stomacher and a
long black hood. Her hand was applied in vain. The
boy’s features, which were originally noble and not irregular,
were distorted by his malady. His cheeks were deeply
scarred. He lost for a time the sight of one eye, and he
gaw but very imperfectly with the other. But the force of
his mind overcame evéry impediment. Indolent as he was,
he acquired knowledge with such ease and rapidity that at
every school to which he was sent he was soon the best
scholar. From sixteen to cighteen he resided at home, and
was left to his own devices. He learned much at this time,
though his studies were without guidance and without plan.
He ransacked his father's shelves, dippedl into a multitude
of books, read what was interesting, and passed over what
was dull,  An-ordinary lad would have acquired little or no
useful knowledge in such a way ; but much that was dull to
ordinary lads was interesting to Samuel. He read little
Greek; for his proficiency in that languape was not such
that he could take much pleasure in the masters of Attic
poetry and eloguence. DBut he had left school a good
Latinist, and he soon acquired, in the large and miscella-
neous library of which he now had the ecommand, an
extensive knowledge of Latin literature. That Augustan
delicacy of taste, which iz the boast of the great public
schools of England, ho never possessed. But he was early
familiar with some classical writers who were quite un-
known to the best scholars in the sixth form at Eton, He
was peculiarly attracted by the works of the groat restorers
of learning. Onee, while searching for some apples, he
found a huge folio volume of Petrarch’s works, The name
excited his curiosity, and he eagerly devoured hundreds of
pages. Indeed, the dietion and versifieation of his own
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Latin compositions show that he had paid at least as much
attention to modern copies from the antique as to the
original models,

While he was thus irregularly educating himself, his
family was sinking into hopeless poverty. Old Michael
Johnson was much better qualified to pore over books, and
to talk about them, than to trade in them. His business
declined; his debts increased; it was with difficulty that
the daily expenses of his household were defrayed. It was
out of his power to support hiz son at either university;
but a wealthy neighbor offered assistance, and, in reliance
on promises which proved to be of very little valne, Bamuel
was entered at Pembroke College, Oxford. When the
young scholar presented himeelf to the rulers of that saeiety,
they were amazed not more by hiz ungainly figure and
eccentric manmers than by the quantity of extensive and
eurious information which he had picked up during many
months of desultory, but not unprofitable, study. On the
first day of his residence he surprised his teachers by
gquoting Maerobina; and one of the most learned among
them declared that he had never known a freshman of
egual attainments.

At Qzford Johnson resided during sbout three years.
He was poor, cven to raggedness; and his appearance
excited a mirth and a pity which were equally intolerable to
his hanghty spirit. Ie was driven from the guadrangle of
Christ Church by the sneering looks which the members of
that aristocratical society cast at the holes in his shoes.
Bowme charitable person placed 4 new pair at his door, but he
spurned them away in a fory. Distress made him, not ser-
vile, but reckless and ungovernable. No opulent gentleman
eommoner, panting for one-and-twenty, could have treated
the academical authorities with more gross disrespect. The
needy scholar was generally to be seen under the gate of
Pembroke, a gate now adorned with his effigy, baranguing a



