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THE BIVOUAC,

BARDARA MANWELL.

He claspud her sleeping to his hearr,
Awed lstenod to cach Broken word «
e hers—why doth Prinve Az starr,
As i the archsineels voies he hoard ¥
That sleeping whisper of a uame,
Bespeaks her goilt, and Aro's shame!
Fapasisa,
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THE BIVOUAC.

CHAPTER T,
BARBARA MAXWELL,

Tue night was datk and stormy—the snow
fell fast—ard the wind hovwled throngh the leat
less branches of the old ocaks which encireled
Seiby Place. Doors shook and casements rattled,
as the frequent gusts struck them heavily.  All
witheut was gloomy and inclement, while the
scene of Joyous revelry within, formed a striking
contrast, Christmas had passed, and vight lios-
pitahly had that ancient festival been observed.
Twelfth-night was come, and all that was noble
and fair for many a mile around, were assem-
bled in the baron’s hall; while in buttery and
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4 PARDATIA MANWELL.

kitchen, yeomen and domestics were carousing
merrily.

The feasting was ended, and the hall cleaved
for the dance. "The music struck up a sprightly
mezsure s and i the silver stream that a linadred
tapers shed over the polished floor, stately dames
and bright-eyed dumsels were led from their seats
by the noblest of the youth of Britain,

It was the mirthful season of the year, vene-
vated alike by saint and sinmer, when a world's
deliverance hatd been achieved, and why should
not all be happy ? Beauty was beaming from
sparkling eyes, wine had cheered the heart, and
glee and roundelay lightened the bosom of every
lurking care.  Yet in that joyous ecompany one
spirit was depressed; and be who should have
been the happicst of all sizhed in seevet, although,
with 2 forced smile of weleome, he did the ho-
nours of his father's hall to the distinguished
cuests whom the old baron had colleeted.

But three months had passed since George
Selby had been united te a young and beauteous



