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HIS MOST CELESTIAL MAJESTY KIANG-FOO,

EMPEROR OF CHINA,

AND BROTHER TO THE SON AND MOON,

Duercy sensible of the favours it has pleased your
Celestial Majesty at divers and sundry times to bestow,
and grateful for the distinguished facilities afforded me
in the early publication of some of your mighty procla-
mations—with all respect, I dedicate the following pages
to your Imperial Majesty.

I do so, with a belief, that your Serenity will not only
be amused by them at your autumnal palace of Yuen-
min-Yuen, opon the banks of the sparkling Taie-ho;
but that they will give your Majesty some insight into
the mysteries of barbaric dl.plmnacy, whlqll, it has
pleased your Majesty. pmth{y !,u mfdml.mpp*omng to
some late incidents, you were ur-.;mqs .to comprehend.
Amongst 80 many loverel.gns.to bo shlbcled by your
Imperial Majesty as worthy:df. ;mur oppﬁdtgnce 1 esteem
a most signal mark of févéir; and with no disposition
to overrate my literary effusions, yet 1 feel confident
your Majesty will derive quite as much instruction, if
not more, than any other reader from my little volume.
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If it should please your Celestial Highness to be fond
of fishing, the letters of Isaac Walton, Jr., are most
particularly recommended to your notice. They pre-
tend to no literary merit, but are the effusions of a
plain man, in charscter with his life and the primitive
simplicity of his peaceful sport.

The immortal Confucjus has declared, that

Hong-he chalan.tee to war ti bung,
Con owhar spang ti nitile coles tung.

* Patience and perseverance are cardinal virtues, and
without which, man cannot hope for success in life.”
Isaac affords some striking and practical illustrations
" of the truth of the precept, which may be useful to your
sedentary subjects, and perhaps salutary in their effects
upon those of a more roving and unquiet disposition.

Seldom aspiring beyond a glorious nibble, his perse-
vetance has been rewarded in having caught the atten-
tien of an _emperor.

#Tg mﬂh a* "hmr."' 'ﬂa{i ~not heretofore been
esteemed a d«epra,b]'s qvedt tﬁ'm to boast of; but we
apprehend thﬂ-ﬁqr]déﬁﬁi r.nl!nede the present instance
tobaa hnl]lu.nt:i!&qqp o,

The immeasirable ‘diftarice’ between your Majesty’s
golden throne, and the “ Fisher in Small Streams,”
affords him but a telescopic view of your maguificence,
warmed, however, and cherished by those mitigated
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beams into an ephemeral and fluttering existence with-
out the danger of being singed by the intolerable efful-
gence. It is, therefore, a subject more for congratula-
tion than regret; though prevented the honour of per-
songlly bumping his head at your Imperial footsiool
according to the ceremony of the Ko-Jeow. A ceremony
founded upon principles of the profoundest wisdom, and
which should be strictly enforced upon every candi-
date for literary favour, more especially in my country,
where the brain is supposed to be the seat of intelligence,
and the capability of the author might quickly be ascer-
tained by the peculiar sound of his skull when perform-
ing these prostrations. ‘The Chinese theory, however,

that the stomach is the seat of the soul, is plausible, more
 especially as most of our distinguished literary men
have no stomachs to brag of, wasted perhaps by their
untiring exertions. With the passing remark, that
amongst Barbarians there is a sort of abstract Kiang-
Foo, called public opinion, at which authors great and
small must all bow, nnd before whir.h the: siibscriber
prostrates himself with \graal’ ]Humhty' rm- tvant of a
better, he remains with high mﬁbﬁhﬂu and respect,
your Majesty’s friend, co-soveréign and esrvant.

A Fisgea 1 Biker STREANS.
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PREFACE.

It will be perceived that I have dedicated this little
work to the Emperor of China,—and in selecting that
distingvished individual, I have been jmpelled by many
wise and discreet considerations. Some may possibly
deem the selection an ostentatious one, a wish upon my
part to publish to the world my intimacy and friendship
with that august personage. But I most unequivocally
deny asny such motives. The Emperor has been in-
formed that we are a community of sovereigns, that
a private station is the post of honour, and that we
hire individuals to perform sohordinate stations, such as
Presidents, Secretaries, and the like, with the privilege
of abusing them. He therefore, has been pleased to
consider me upon an equality with him in every respect,
having first assured him, not only that T held no office,
but had no expectation of receiving one. "It has also,
I am sorry to say, been intimated that I am actoated by
mercenary molives, with an eye to a cumshamw or pre-
sent from the Emperor, for the honour done him. The
cumshaw system is not & bad one, bnt 1 disclaim any



