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L ETTUERS

Lady M—y W——u>y M——e:

Written during her TRAVELS in
EUROPE, ASIA, axp AFRICA,
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Perfons of Diftinétion, Men of Letters, &ec.
in different Parts of Evrora,

WHIECH CONTAIMN
AMOXG OTHER CURIOUS RELATIONS,
Accovnts of the POLTICY and MANNERS
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Dewn from Sourees that have heen inaccelible o
o:lier Travellers.
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L A D Y,

Written 10 1724

I W AS going, like common
editors, to advertife the reader of the
beauties and excellencies of the work laid
before him: To tell him that the illui-
trious author had opportunities, that other
travellers, whatever their quality or curio-
fity may have been, cannotobtain; and a
genius capable of making the beft im-
provement ot every opportunity.

But if the reader after peruling ome
letter only, has not dilcernment to diftin-
guifh that natural elegance, that delicacy
of fentiment and oblervation, that eal"r
gracefulnefs, and lovely fimplicity (which
15 the perfection of writing) and in which

" thele
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vi PREFACE

thefe Letters exceed all that has appeared
in this kind, or almolt in any other, let
him lay the book Jdown, and leave it to

thole who have.

The noble author had the goodnels 1o
Jend me her M5, to fatisfy my curiofity in
fume enquiries I had made concerning her
travels 5 and when I had it in my hands,
how was it pefiible to part with it ¢ [
once had the vanity to hope I might ac-

paint the public, that it owed this invalu-
(Lle treafure to my importumtics, But
alas ! the molt ingerions author has con-
demned it to obicurity during her life;
and conviftion, as well as  deference,
obliges me to yield to her reafons, How-
ever, if thefe Letters appear hereafter when
I am in my grave, let chis attend them,
in teftimony to pofterity, that-among her
cotemporarics, one woman, at lealt, was
juft to her merit,

There is not any thing {o excellent, but
fome will carp at it, and the rather, be-
cauie of its excellency. But to [uch hyE:r-
critics, 1fhall only fay * * # * #
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PREFACE vit

1 confels, I am malicious enough to
defire, that the world fhould fee, to how
much better purpofe the LADIES cravel
than their LORDS ¢ and that, whilft it is
furfeited with” Male Travels, all in the fame
tone, and {tuft with the fame trifles ; a lady
has the fkill to ftrike out a new path, and
to embellith a worn-out {ubject, with va-
riety of frefh and elegant entertainment,
For befides the vivacity and ipiric which
enlivens every parr, and thar inimitable
beauty which [preads through the whole 4
befides the purity of the ftyle, for which ac
may be juftly accounted the Randard of
the Englifb tongue; the reader will Hod a
more trus and accurare account of the cuf~
toms and manners of the feveral nations,
with whom this lady cenverfed, than he
can in any other author. Bur as her lady-
fhip’s peaetration difcovers the inmofl fol-
liecs of the heart, fo the candour of her
temper pafled over them with an air of
pity rather than reproach; treating with
the politenels of a court, and the gt*n:'t:.
nelé of a lady, what thc feverity of her
Judgment could not bur condemnn,

In



viii PREFACE.

In fhort, let her own fex, ac leaft, do
her jultice, lay afide diabolical Envy, and
its Brother Malice®, withall their accurfed
company, flv whifpering, eruel backbir--
ing, fpitete] detraétion, and the reft of
thar hideous crew, which 1 hope are very’
faliely fad ro atrend the Tea-Table, being
mor: apt to think they frequent thefe pub-
lic places were vIrtuous Women never come.
Let the men mal gn one another, if they
think fir, and ftrive to pull down merit
when they cannot equal 1. Let ws be
berter nacured, than to give way to any
unkind or ditrefpectrul thoughr of fo brght
an orpament o our fex, merely becaule fhe
his cewrer I=nle; for T doube not but our
hearts will tell ue, that this 1s the real and
unpardoaable offence, whatever may be
pretended. Ler us be better Chraltians,
than to look upon her with an evil eye,
only beiaufe the Giver of all good gifts
has introfted and adorned her with the
moit excellent talents,  Rather let us
frecly own the {fuperiority of this lublime

® This fair and elesant prefacer has refolved,
that ﬁ.".-.-!:‘::- fhould be af the Mafcoline Gender @ [
believe it 15 both Maftulive and Feminine, and I
Reartily with it were Noter,

arnius,



PREFATCE, X

enius, as I do in the fincerity of my foul,
pleafed that a weman triumphs, and proud
to follow in her train. Let us offer her
the palm which is fo juitly her due ; and
if we pretend to any laurels, lay them wil-
lingly at her feet.

December 18, M. A,
! F=.+|
Charm’d into love of what obfcures my fame,
If 1 had wit, I'd eslebrate her pame,
And ail the beadries of her mind proclaim.

Till Malice, deafen’d with the mighry found,
It's ill-concerted calumnies confound ;

Lec fall the mafk, and with pale Envy meet,
To atk, and &ind, their parden at her feet.

You {ee, Madam, how 1 lay every
thing at your feet, As the tautology
fhews the poverty of my. genius, it like-
wife fhews thr extent of your empice over

my imagmatiﬂn.

May 31, 17234



