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INTRODUCTION

The history of English secondary education in the sixteenth
century reveals two movements, one of destruction, the other
of reconstruction, The former movement reached its climax
in the destruction of the monasteries,' guflds, and chantries,®
since with these there perished a very large number of the
institutions of English secondary education, But before this
climax had been reached, the latter movement fad exhibited
itself in the foundation of such schools as St, Paul's' and the
City Grammar School of Bristol.* While the former movement
was spending itself, the latter continued to grow. Close upon
the destruction of the monasteries and their schools followed
the refoundation of the cathedrals and the cathedral schools by
Henry VIIL,* while simultaneously with the destruction of the
guild and chantry schools occurred the foundation of increasing
numbers of independent schools.*

It is with these independent schools as they existed in the
reign of Elizabeth that the p t study is d, since it
is hoped that through the study of the facts concerning their
foundation and support, their government, their teaching staff,
their curricula, and the school life of their pupils there may
result not only a description of the schools as they existed at
that panod * but also the discovery of at least some of the chief

ics of the education and educational institutions
of this reconstructive movement in the English secondary
education of the Elizabethan period.

' The lesser monasteries were suj d in 1536; the greater abbeys
in 1530. As to the importance of the education fumished by the mon-
asteries at this time, there s c-om-d.emb!: difference of opmm. Leach,
English Schools ot the Reformation, p. 3 §

d to rate
influence of the monasteries very lnw wlule Brown in his Slud:r of the
En;lh'i G‘mmr Sckoo-ls befors ihe Reformation believes that Leach has

1 For diacusnlon cf Leach, Englisk Schools at the Reformation, 34-58.

S Cariste it o aso Sk Paul's i che various Sl Hisores
giyen in ““’“f’“é‘.‘? Erammar School, Appendix A.
]'.eﬂ.cﬁh g, y oo : ppendix
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 The tieatenent will be “'cross sectional” rather than 'longitudinal;”
no effort has been made to trace in the sequence of events of our perind
the interaction of cause and effect. The period has been studied rather

as a gtatic whole than as o dynamic unit.



