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INTRODUCTION.

In issing this reprint of Msidment's *North
Countrie Garland,™ I feel that no other apology
can be required of me beyond quoting the words
of Motherwell

# A yet more slender volume® appeared in the
same year [18B24), edited by James Maldment,
Esq., and, like the Ballad Book, its impression

- was limited to thirty copies. . . . . Small as is
the yolume, it makes considerable addition to our
catalopune of ancient Ballads," (Minstrelsy, p.
xciv.}

That some of these Bellads may shock the
fastidiows, I am awarc ; bot much that is termed
4 gross ritaldry ™ in & ssnctimonious, formal, and
puritanical age, has no claim to such a distinction,
Qur forefathers called o spade a spade; wo are
more socustomed, * under a veil of snowy white-
nexs, to dally with wantonness in claan, nice, and
well-picked phrase.”  Homi soit gui mal y pense !
The student of our ancient manners and cusloms

* The comparison kﬂhﬂ.lsawﬁt';“.&w
PBock " {Eibiiothecs Curioss, vals. li. and 0L).



i INTRODUCTION,

does not wish to ook at the past throbgh the ross-
coloured speclacles of the modern ** Tarluffe ;" he
requires to see the times and those who lived in
them, as they were, mde, unvamished, coarse if you
will ; and where will he find & truer ploture of
habits that have died ont, and of the generations
that have passed away, than in these primitive
and ‘' uncoataminated™ forms of anclent popular
song ?

EpMUND GOLDSMID,

EDINRURGH, Fune 4, 1882




PREFACE.

THE Ballads collected in this present little volume
have, with one solitary exception, been for the
first time printed.

"“Londl Thomas Stuart,” *The Burning of
Freodraught,” " Child Vyet,”™ * Bonny John
Seton,” and two or three others, of minor import-
ance, had loog been preserved by tradition, in
Aberdeenshire, and were procured from an intellis
gent individual resident in that part of Scotland.

“The Jolly Hawk," from the pen of the
smiable Lord Binning, wes criginally printed in s
collection of songs (* The Charmer "), Edinburgh,
1751, 2 vols., 12mo.  The uncommon occurrence
of this work, and the clevernsss of the song itself,
was the canse of its Insertion here.

The sources from which the other Ballads were
obiained, have been for the most part mentiooed
in the notice prefixed to sach song.

Whetever other merit this " North Countrie
Garland ™ may have, it must be allowed to possess
thet of rarity. (Thirty copies only hawve been
printed, chiefly for the gratification of a few of the
Editor’s friends—a circumstonce of itsell quite
- gifficient to give It value in the eyes of Biblio-
maniacs. }

EDINBURGH, 17#% Felrmary, 1824






