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NOTH.

The nuclens of this sketch appeared as the Rectorial
MNumber of Afmae Mafer, Aberdeen University magazine,
November 26th, 1Bga. The first part, dealing with the
Rectorship up till 186, as the period in which the
students lost and n:gain:d rheir rlght to elect the Rector,
has been completely rewritten, and very much externded
The other paris have also Lbeen enlzrged. The Lsta of
Rectors—the first 1wo of which appear for the ficst time
in a corvect form—are the work of Mr. P. |, Anderson,
LL.B., who has rendered incalculable serice in the
whele sketch,
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INTRODUCTORY.

Tre Lord Rectorship in the four Scotech Universi-
ties—and more especially the mode of election in
use in the Universities of Aberdeen and Glasgow,
known as voting by Nations—is one of the most
ancient academic institutions extant. 1t connects
the Scotch University system with the twelfth cen-
tury, forming a most striking link with the great
French and Italian models on which that system
is based. The Scotch Universities have gradu-
ally veersd, and are eveén now veering further,
from these models ; but the Rectorship remains.
During its history in Scotland, extending over
four centuries, it too has chasged. At times it
has run the risk of losing its originzl] significance,
but to-day—speaking for Aberdeen University—
it is nearer the model on which it is based than
ever it has been belfore.

The original conception of the Rectorship was
imbued with the democratic spirit on which the
Italian and French Universities were formed. By
that spirit the students had something to =ay in
the government of the University. At first they
did so by the overwhelming power of the Nationg
into which they were divided, according to their
nationality. Gradually, the head of the Nations,
the Rector, took up a more decided attitude, found
his way into the professoriate, and became one
of the highest officials in the University.
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The Scotch Universities adopted the French
and ltalian system almost fr fafs, the Rectorship
with it ; but that office was ndopted only in theory.
The Rector was still at the head of the Univer-
sity, but he represented studentdom ne leoger,
inasmuch as he now was elected by the Professors.
The rights of the students were not in all cases
recognised till the passing of the Universities Act
of 1858, The restoration, however, applied solely
to the mere election. The Rectorship has since
been a pure sinecurz, the Rector being chosen
almost invariably for his political or literary dis-
tin¢etion, The Blame, in this case, attaches to the
students alone, who have nullified their rights,
inasmuch as the Rectors have nearly always heen
ahsentees, seldom taking an active part in the
University, their function being marked only by
the delivery of an Address—the wvery function
ignored by all Charters, Acts, and historic pre-
cedents,

The Rectorial Election in Aberdeen University
i 1800 i= a remarkable one from various points
of wview. It is the frst election under the new
Act of 188g. Then the students, for the time being
at anyrate, have abandaned the system of the
absentee Rector, and retutned to the ongnal
conception of the Rector as a werking official,
It was hiph time that the original idea had been
resuscitated, tor under the Scotch Universities
Act of 188 the representation of students on the
University Court, now the most impartant govern-
ing body in the University, has been reduced from
one-third to one-seventh, Thus, now, if ever, the
Rector, if he is veally to be the spokesman of the
undergraduates, should be a working official ;
and, as head of the University Court, he gives
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the students an important place in the government
of the University, A further power has been
conceded to the students in the provision that the
Rector may consult them in Reprasentative Council
as to his Assessor, From this restored stand-
point, therefore, it is very interesting to take a
survey of the Rectorship in this University from
its foundation.

The Rectorship will be found to divide itself
naturally into three distinct perieds, based on Acts
of Parliament, These are—

(1.) Before 1860—The election of separate Rec-
tors for King's College, 1494, and Marischal Col-
lege, 1503

{2.) 1860-1890—The elections in the umbited
Colleges.

{3-} The election under the Scoteh Universities
Act of 1850



