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PREFACE.

Following the resolution passed at the fourtl Tuternational
Comgress of Mathematicinus held at Bome in April 1908, an
Internationn] Commission was formed to make n eomparative
study of metheds and ways in the teaching of mathematies
in the secondary schools of different comntries and present
collective report to the next Congress to Te held at Cambridge
in Augmst 1912,

The words * secondary school ' have varled meanings i
different countries, This, in conjunction with other considera-
tions regarding the working detail of the engoiry, scon lead
to the convietion, that sweh limitation is not only undesizalle
bt even imprmeticable. 8o it was  altogether dropped,
I was decided that the work of the Commission should
inelude the whele field of mathematicnl instruction, from the
most mdimentary  edueation fo that stage of the nniversity
education, where original resenrch begins,

Preliminary veport on the organization of the Commission
and the geneml plan of its work, which will be hereafter
referred o Ly the name of Repport  Prdiminaive, was
published  in November 1005, and very soon afterwards,
national Sub-Commissfons were formed and the work began
enorgetically in most of the prineipal conntries of the world,

It is much to be regretted that, in the easo of Japan
throngh various complex  cirenmstanees of more or less
necidental nature, the invitation to join this movement eonld
offectively  bronght to the officinl notice only so late as
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I TREFACE

towards the end of the summer of 1810, Not o little have wa
hesitated in accepting the invitation in view of the extreme
limitatiom of time af oue disposal.  Varions  diffienltics
external to the sphere of the rveal work of the engniry were
also not to be lost sight of. We wonld have been very
fortunate, if we conld have hegun the actunl work before the
close of 1910, From the start, it was evident that to have the
report romdy, translated into one of the official langnages
ullowed, printed, and sent to the Secrdtaviat- Géndral enrly in
1911, as suggested in the Ropport Prdiminodve, was alto-
gether onb of Ale guestion. However, the desire to par-
ticipate in o world-wide movement of such msgnitude wnd
importance, proved itself to be o sufficient indocement for
accoding to the wishes which wachod ws from  vavious
quarters, by aceepling, though reluctuntly, the invitation,
notwithstanding that we were fully conscions of the difienltios
which are most likely nnigoe in the case of Jopan nnder
the prosont cirenmatances.

The invitation was aceepted under the following eondi-
tion :  Shortness of time still remaining does not permit us,
Lowever desiralle it might be, to send the printed report in
one of the offieial Tanguages o the Sderdariot-Géndral Lefore
the finst of August 1M1, as is requived in the case of other
countries, but we shall try our best and have it ready for
distrilmtion  some time before the Cambridge meoting  of
1912,

Even mnder the stipulation just mentioned, the wlole
available time did not mueh exeood one year, s econsider-
able portion of which must be assigned to the work of
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translation  into Puglish  which ds the  offidial lnngnge
adopted.  Indeed greater difientty was actuslly  experienced
in this work of translation, than was anticipated at the
fime of starting.

In order not to lose even n little of this precious time,
the Japanese translation of the Ropport Prdindnaive prepaved
by myself, together with its Frenely ovigival and English
and German transiations, was published in October 1910,
Copies of this pumphlet were sent to different schools, either
divectly, or indiveetly throngh the anthorities under whose
ceontrol snch sehools stand, necompanied by the request to send
in written reports on vaons points mentioned therein, so far
as they toneh the teaching of mathematies in the respeelive
schools. No less than five houdred copies were thos dis-
tributed all over the country, and, in doe course of time, no
less than two lmodved reports, which will be leiefly de-
signated as the “loeal reports,” were received from  the
following schools :

Schiools wnder the Department of Idueation

The Tacnlty of Agvientbore of the Tohokn Twmperial
University.

The Hiroshima Fligher Nevmal Sehool.

The Xoarn I gher Normal School for Women.

The Seeond, tlua Thixd, the Fourth, the Fifth, the Sixtl,
and the Seventh Higher Middle School.

The Technical Colleges of Osala, Yonemwwa, Sendai
(since attached to the Tohoko Tmperinl University),
Nagoys, and Knmamoto.

'l}uz. Cmmnmm.l Collages of Kolé, Nagasaki, and Yama-

T}IL -‘-Lgricultm al Colleges of Morioka, and Kngoshima,
The Third Temporary Institute for the Training of
Toachers.
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Eehools muder the other Government Departments,

The Nobles' School  [under the Tmperinl Tlonsclold
Department).

The Naval College.

The Naval Engineering Colleze.

The Mercantile-Marine School [Shosen-Galkkol,

The Training Sechool for Officials in the Deportinent of
Communiestions, *

The Military College,

The Military Artillery and Enginecring College,

The (Military) Training Sehool for Land Swveying,

Twenty-five Elementary Selools.

Fiftyv-four Middle Sehools.

Twenty-six Girls' High Sehools,

Thirty-one Normal Schools.

TFive Normal Scliools for Woren,

Thirteen Agricultural Schools.

Nine Commercial Schools.

Seven Technieal Sehools.

The Awashima Prefectuenl Navigation Sehool.
Besides these, we have received some more reports directly
addressed to some of the memlers of owr Sub-Commission,
of which we shall speak presently,

In the meon time, was formed the Japanese Sul-Cono-
mission consisting of the members, whose names are appended
to this profnce, However desimble it aight Lave Dbeen to
ask for the eco-operation of those who live elsewhere, it was
thonght necessary, in view of the utter insnfficiency of time
ab onr disposal, to confine onr clise to those who reside on the
spot, where the work of the Bub-Commission was Dbeing
carvied out.  Dut with all oor precantion, it was not pessible
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to avoid that some of the members had to leave in
the midst of our work, in response to the eall of the newly
established Tueulty of Seience of the Tohokn Imperial
University at Sendni. TIn a few ecases, this was antieipated ;
Pt they had to leave for the seat of the new University
soomer than was expected, nnd on the other hand, onr work
had not made saeh o progress as to come np to onr expecta-
fion that it would Le finished at least in its main strocture
hofore they shonld have left Tokio.

The first meeting of our Sob-Commission fook place ab
the Department of Fdueation on the 14th of Janoawey 1911,
The members were divided into o ceriain nomber of Divi-
siems, oach of which was enbsted  with  the task of
dealing with a certain type of scliools. The loeal veports
mentionsd  above, were classified as soon as  they  were
received, and distributed among the Divisions,  Fach Division
was to prepare o veport in Jepanese, to be ealled Divisional
Heport, based partly upon the loeal reports and partly npon
investigntions and discussions of its own. And then these
Divisional Reports were to be translated into English. Sinee
then, our Sul-Commission held its general meeting  twies,
namely, on the 20th of May 1911 and on the 20ih of Octo-
Tier of the same vear

It was desired that the principal points of the reports be
presented and disenssed at edueationanl gatherings and seiontifie
sotieties which interest themselves in the progress of the
teaching of mathematies, so that they might, when finally
submitted, reflect the sentiment of the majority of those who
are most competent to judge of such affairs.  Tn this dircetion,



