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PREFACE.

Iy the pummer of 1849 Mr. Douglss remained
in Washington ; and as I was very desirone of re-
cciving from him & statement of his own political
faith; with the genersl views of u statesman upon
Conatitutional, Political, and Party Questions, I
prepared, with his consent, a brief analysis of such
subjects a8 I wished him to explain {0 me. We
were in the habit of spending an hour fogether each
evening, until all the questions I had proposed were
answerod.

The following brief trestize embodies all of
these conversations, which wera taken down in
writing, verbally, et the time—Mr, Douglas always
pausing long enough to enable me to obtain hie
axact language, .



L] PREFACE.

Ag these conversations were not intended for
publication, and were entirely frea and unrestrained,
wanting all of that method and carcful thought
which the term “{reatise’ implies, T have heen
induoeed to rely entirely upon the digmity of the
subjects discmssed, snd their general interest to
the friends of the late Senator Douglae, to justify
the titls I have adopted.

I am persuaded that this volume containg & more
oomplete and perfeet statement of his opiniong thun
any original work of compilation by ancther could
possibly embody, and that it will be generally ac-
ceptabla to hig friends, and be found worthy of
their perusal, decause if came from himuelf.

1. MADISON CUTTS,
Brevet Lientenant Calousl, T, B, A.

Wrxw Yoex Crrr, Jine 1, 1865,
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