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PREFACE.

It is doubtless known to most New Church readers that the
writer has published a tract on *Pure Wine—Fermented Wine,
and other Alcoholic Drinks.” This tract s still n prnt, and
will be sent with pleasure to any reader of the Writings of
Emanuel Swedenborg who has pot seen it, The author
has sent a copy of it to all whose names he hss been able
to obtain, and will continue to send it to such additional
names a5 are forwarded to hom, fecling that in no other way
can he do a5 much service for the cause of the New Church
with his time and moncy, as in spreading a knowledge of the
truth on this subject among the members of the Church, the
receivers of its doctrines, and the readers of Swedenborg's works.
A letter addressed to Dir, John Ellis, New York City, will be quite
giure to reach him, He also desires that a copy of the present
work should be found in the library of every New Church family
in the land. He would rather not receive the names of those
who are not readers, for the world outside of the recognized
New Church is too wide for his limited means. It has been
suggested that the tract on *Pure Wine," etc., would he a
good tract to send to the clergymen of the varicus denomi-
nations to invite their attention, not only to the cause of
Temperance, but also to that of the New Church. But the
writer does not feel that that tract is exactly adapted for
this purpose, owing to the controversial character of some
_parts of it; and he does not desire to publish to the outside



6 PREFACE.

world, that so many of his New Church brethern advocate and jus-
tify the use of intoxicating drinks, and in this volume he pur-
posely withholds the names of all such, for he is sure that within a
very few years they will thank him for having done so. But he
fully recognizes the truth, that the light thrown on this subject
by the Writings of Swedenborg, especizlly by the philosophy
tanght therein, and by the science of correspondences, is so
clear, that the circulation of a suitable tract on this ques-
tion cannot but be very useful in calling attention to the
Writings, in which such clear views and insight into such a
practical subject are to be found. Therefore, he hopes to prepare
or cause to be prepared, at no very distant day, a tract for this
purpose. Several articles have appeared in the New feruwsalem
Magazine, and a lengthy review of the tract on the wine question
in Words for the New Church, all in opposition to the views set
forth in our tract; but in none of them, with but a single excep-
tion, has any senious attempt been made to meet the question in
accordance with the philosophy and science of correspondences,
set forth in the writings of the New Church, ‘The writers have
relied on comparisons made by Swedenborg between spiritual
conflicts in man's regeneration and the physical clarifica-
tion of wine by fermentation ; and wpon assumptions which have
come down to us from the dark ages, unquestioned seriously, by
New Church writers and teachers ; the latter apparently for-
getting what the Lord said : “Behold, I make all things new.”
'Fmtnnatcly, while New Churchmen have been, as it were,
‘asleep, many of the most intelligent men of the surrounding
churches, ochserving the pernicious results which flow from the
uze of intoxicating drinks, have taken hold of this subject
in sober earnestness. They have not only examined the Sa.
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cred Scriptures in the original languages in which they were
written and have been preserved, to find what they actually
teach upon this subject, but they also have diligently searched
the ancient records of Bible lands, as well as the traditions and
present usages; until now a mass of tesdimony has been
accumulated, which is completely overwhelming, and fully
sustains the late Professor George Bush's testimony that there
15 nothing in the Sacred Scriptures which will justify the use
of fermented wine as & beverage, and that the whole Chriatian
world will be compelled, at no distant day, to come to this
conclusion. When, a year or two ago, the writer, in re-
sponse to an article advocating the use of fermented wine in
the New Jerucalem Meisenger, alluded to the above testimony,
making quotations from ancient authors and recent writers, and
calling attention to the fact that meither the philosophy of the
Mew Church, the science of comespondences, nor the express
teachings of Swedenborg, would justify the use of either fer-
mented wine or other intoxicating drinks, a host of writers rushed-
to the rescue of intoxicating drinks, and the New Church periodi--
cals, were plied with their communications ; the Messenger hastily
closed the discussion, giving ne oppontunity for a reply to the
assumptions and arguments of the advocates of fermented wine.
The New ferwsalem Magrazine, after admitting several articles jus-
tifying the use of fermented wine, declined to admit any reply.
When the tmact on “Pure Wine—Fermented Wine, and other
Intoxicating Drinks* made its appearance, the placid waters of
the Academy of the New Church, as manifested in itz serial, -
Hords for the New Church, were moved to their very depths, as
the reader will see from the gquotations which we intend to make -
from its pages, Well, the truth upon this momentous subject, 5o



