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PREFACE.

Ir has been said that * when the nineteenth
century tales itz place with the other centuries
in the chronological charte of the future, it wall,
if it need a symbol, almost inevitably have as
that symhbol, a steam engine running upon a
rallway ¥
The charactoriztic material problem of the
nineteenth centary was rapid locomotion, and
it promizes to be one of the most prominent
seienees of the twenticth.  To it iz conzeeratod
to-day more capital, labour and ingenvity than
lo all the other seienecs together, It 15 am
end to which the greateat inventors and most
skilful engincers have conseerated their talents,
Whether 1t be in the form of the raillway—
steam or electric—the stenmship, the telegraph,
with or without wires, Lhe telephone, the electric
tram, the automobile, ever preat and still greater
velocity of locomotion or communication i the
in view. And what victoriez have been
won over Lhe slugeizh forces of nature l—what
obetacles overcome [ The whole story iz =0
modern, that like Electricity and Pholography
we can trace its beginnings not further back
than the time of our grandsives,

*H., 4, Wella: Anaficipations.



