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INTRODUCTION TO BOOK IT

Or1giNALLY Churches and Chapels in England were
altogether unprovided with seats for the Congregation,
In the Chancel there were seats for the Clergy and others
talong part in the performance of Divine Serviee; and
especially in the Churchea of Conventusl and Collegiate
bodies (for whom extremely long, as well as frequent
Serviceas ware appointed), stalls were provided as a matter
of necessity.

To Monarcha and Persona of high position, and Patrons
of Churches, scats were permitted by authority, and from
an early poriod such sentz were in the Chancal,

"Gradually seats for the Congregation at large, were
intreduced into the body of the Church; and it has been
our endeavour to trace their Esrly History in BOOK L
of the present Work,

There is no Eeclesinsticnl or Civil Law under which
auch scats were introduced, nor id there any by which their
use is regulated, except such as in course of time has grown
up; and since it is found that difftrent considerations affect
different classcs of buildingn, this part of our Work has
been divided accordingly.

Cathedrals stand alone. Searcely sny elaims to, or
legal questions respecting the seats in them have ever

been raised. This branch of the subject forms PART A.
a2



v INTRODUCTION.

The buelk of the Work is necessarily occupied by the
congiderations respecting the meats in Parish Churches,
amounting in number to many thousands, scattered
throughout the length and breadth of the land; their de-
pendant Chapels of Fase are ruled by nearly like con-
giderations, Thia portion of the subject forms PART B.,
and comprizes three DivisioNs; a. Ordinary Seats, B
the Parsan’s Seat, and €. Private Seats.

Of these Diviarons, & Orditary Seats, is separated
into two Chapters: Chapter 1. treata of the Btructure,
and compriscs the consideration of the introdustion, build-
ing, repair. and removal of such seate: and Chapter I1.
of their Ure and Oceupation, whether in comomon or by a
personal allotment by the aathority of the Ordinary, either
directly or indireetly; aod the rights aequired thereby.
Since the pericd in which the Law saffecting this part
of the subject gradually grew up, there has, cspecially of
late, been & very great chanpe in the circumstances; eo
that what might at one time have been proper, may be
now incenvenient or objectionable, and some modifica-
tion or reform will, no donbt, sconer or later be found
degirable. The Act for the Abolition of Compulsory
Church Rates will produce an effect t;cnﬂing in that direc-
tion. It ig not within the scope of the present Work to
consider the advantages and disadvantages of the present
gystem. The Parson's Seat being eubject to different
considerations forms Division b. .

Diviston €. iz separated into fwo Chapters, of which
Chapter L. treata of Seats held, or claimed to be held, inder
Faculties granted by the Ordinary to individuals and their
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families or suceessors. The natore of Faculties, and their
legal force, and the considerationg which should guide the
discretion of the Ordinary in making snch grants, are com-
prised herein. The increasing inconveniences arising
from such grants have beem repeatedly noticed judieinlly,
and no douht, sooner or later, will lead to the abandon-
ment of the system. Chapter II. treats of rights by
Preseription ; they arize from two separate sonrees, which
have, however, not always in Law been kept mo distinet
as might have heen desirgble.  The one iz whera a founder
of & church, or other peraon, rateined to himself, or built
a specific part of the church, for hia own use and thet
of his family and suceessors: and as such fact iz not
very frequently capable of absolute proof, it may (subject
to certain requirements) be legally presumed to have been
the case. The other i3 where, in default of any better
tatle than use, it is presumed that such uee commenced
and continues uvnder the authority of a Faculty, granted
by the Ordinary, but no longer in gxistence, Under the
head of Prescription are compriged the facts necessary to
make g valid claion, what proof is requisite, where such
questions are triable, and the ownership of the materials of
the strocture,

Next for copaideration 18 PART C., which treats of—
8. Secats in Private Chapels and unconsecrated Buildings
used for Divine Service; but vespecting them very few
legal peints have been decided:—and B. Proprietary
Chapels, a modern class of Building in which the use and
control of the Seats differ little from that of places of Public
Entertainment.
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The remainder of the work, PART D)., relates to the
geats in Churches built wunder the authority of Acts of
Parliament passed, at a modern date, with the object of
relieving Spiritual Destitution, which in the course of time
had risen to an alarming height. Bpecial necessities
require special treatment; but it often happens that what
is introduced as a temporary measure, petmanently re-
maing, Drvigion g relates to (eneral Church-Bailding
Acts, and B. to Churchss buils under Private Acta
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