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wPREFACE.

AE the mind of man is ever fond of variety, no-

thing feems better calculated to entertain, than
a judicious colletton of the fmaller (tho’ not on that
account lefi-laboor’d) produtions of eminent poets:
an entertainment not unlike that which we receive
from furveying a finifh'd landichape, or well-difpos'd
piece of thell-work: where each partienlar ohjed,
tho' fingly beautiful, and fufficlently firtking by idelf,
receives an additional charm, thus (as Milton expreffes
It) sSWEETLY INTERCHARSD,

The firit mifcellaneous colleftion of poems, that
ever appeard in Great-Britain with any repatation,
is that publilh’d by Mr Dryden: which was after-
wards contioned by Tonfon. There are many pieces
of the higheft merit in this colleftion by Dryden,
Denham, Creech, Drayton, Garth, Marvell, and

. many others; yet the compilers, it is evident, were
- not always fafficiently ferupulous and cauntious in their
choice, as feveral pieces are admitted, among the
reft, which would otherwife utterly have perithed, and
which had no ather recommendaton than that they
ferved to fiwell the volume. Since this, many mifcel-
lagies have been publithed both in Scotland and Eng.-
land : to enumerate which wonld be no lefs tedious
than nfelefs. It will be fulficient to remark, that thro'
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want of care or judgment in their refpefiive editors
they are all forgotten, or peglefted. From thefe the
mifeellany known by the name of Mr, Pope perhaps
ought to be excepted ; tho’ that, indeed, cannot pro-
perly be ftyl'd a colleftion of poems by different
bands, which ¥ luch a one as we are (peaking of at
prefent 3 the greater part confilting of pieces by Mr.
Pope only. The beit mifcellany at this day extant in
our language, and the firft complete cne of the kind
which we have {een, i3 that lately publifi’d at London
by R. Dodfley, which boafts the greateft names of
the prefent age amang its contributors,

As to the poetical colleftion here exhibited (o the
public, we spprehend it challenges no (mall degree
of regard, as it was made under the immediate in-
fpedtion and conduft of feveral very ingenions gen.
tlemen, whofe names it would de us the highe@t ho-
nour to mention ; and as it contains a variety pot to
be found cven in the admvirable colleétion Jaft fpoken
of ; I mean the Intermixture of poems both Scorch
and Englith. Nor is this varicty lefs apreeable than
ufeful ; as from it, we have an opportanity of forming
& comparifon and eftimate of the talie and penius of
the ewo different nations, in their poetical compio-
fittoms.

It will be neceflary to take notice, that our chief
care has been to furnith out the following milcellany
with thofe picces {regard being firlt bad o real merit)
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which have laid unknown and unoblerv'd from their
smanner of publication ; feveral of them having been,
printed by themfelves, and fo perifhed as it were for
want of bulk, and others loft zmid the rubbith of
colleftions injudicioufly made, and perhaps not eafily
to be met with. Nor will it be improper to mention,
that in order fo render our volume Aill more com-
plete, we have had the favoor of fome eripinal
poems, written by a late member of the nniverfity of
Aberdeen, whole modelty would not permit us to
print his name : and from thefe ingenious effays, the
public may be enabled to form fome judgment be-
forehand of a peern of a nobler and more important
nature, which he is now preparing. Nor muit we for-

to return ow public thanks to this gentleman,
for the fervice he has been to ws, not only in mak.
ing this colleftion more excellent by his own contri-
bations, but in felefting fuch pieces of athers as were
fwitable to oor defign.

It is hoped that the ancient Scouith poems (a-
mongft which THE TrIsTLE A¥D TRE RoOsE, and
HARDYENUTE are more particalarly diftingeifhed)
will make no difagreeable figure among thofec of
medern date ; and that they will produce the {fame
effet here, as Mr.Pope oblerves a moderate nfe of old
words may have in 2 poem ; which {adds he) is like
working old abbey-fiomes inte a modern boilding,
and whach I have {ometimes feen practifed with good
fuccefs,
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‘Upen the whole, as we have been favear'd with
the beft affiftance in campiling this volnme, no far-
ther spology is peceffary; and as the approbation
of the public has been already fecured to thefe poems
feparately, we bope they have no lofs reafon to claim
§ whea thus pablifhed together.
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