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INTRODUCTORY.

“ No hﬂwnmhmﬂ o mlnipll.ln of the wearinsag
of Con wupnlna::hny

+

iz not easy to realize the contrast
which this statemnmz;rmﬂj made
by the Bishop of Gloucester and

Bristol, presents to the infrequency
and irreverence of the ad.numslmnun

of Confirmation during the last centu

One of the most cheering features our own
day is this more frequent and reverent adminis-
tration, and in no respect is this improvement
more marked than in the patient, prayeriul

ion of the candidates by the parochial

clergy. Itis no 5%1 hz]hp in this more effectual
preparation that nigh all our young people
can read, thanks to the spread of ﬁfu:ahn&,
and that thus the instruction orally imparted
the clergyman can be largely supplemented an



6 Introduction.

strengthened by the private study of some of
the numerous publications which the clergy at
such seasons are accustomed to circulate.
Among these poblications this little manual
to find a place. If it possess, as the
writer believes, distinctive features, they will
be found in the fact that it is a simple expla-
nation of the service itself, and in the addi-
tional fact that the ordinance is presented ina
a.blihw t than is sometimes thought desir-
‘Whilst the writer fully recognizes the im-
portance of insisting with candidates upon sin as
not only rebellion againgt God, but a8 a soul-de-

stroying disease in its effects,hecannot buf éxpress
his own conviction that too little inence is

given at such times to God's inhnite and un-
spmknbh love, and to the Saviour's intense and

g compassion for the g Thou
dﬂ:plr solemn In jts rﬁpﬂntm yet tﬂ
mwﬂmﬁulm&mhuﬂﬁe}uﬁﬁn
whereby the young, when led

Spirit, intellipently renew their I}aphsmal VOows
and consecrate themselves afresh to His service
who so loved them as to give His life for them.
The author has endeavoured to set before him-
self the rule ﬂhh:h guud Philip Henry laid
down, namely, “ it that the weak
may not be d’lscuuragnd and yet that the ordi-
nance may not be profaned.”
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COMFIRMATION © ITS AUTHORITY IN THE
CHURCH OF ENGLAND.

Bl exists as to the precise a

2| which the rite of Confirmation

g8 in the Church of Those
who claim for it the hi authority,
when they read such passages as thoso in the
Acts of the ﬂ]mﬂlﬂ {vili. r4=18; xiv. 22 ; 1V
#d 3 xix 6), which speak of a laying on of bands
in association with the gift of the Holy Ghost
and a confirmation of the disciples, and also the

mﬂlﬂd:hew:vL 2} which couples “iaying
on of * with baptism in the hist of the six
fondamental principles of the doctrine of Christ,
assuyme that the rite of Confirmation as now
peactised by the Church is a continuation of the
ammli:pml:ﬁuthﬂtduuihed. In some cases
they go so far as to affirn that God has made
its performance obligatory on Christians, and
that we have mo right to expect to receive this
gift from Him unless we vse the means thus

eRHE widest divergence of uE' ion



