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INTRODUCTORY.

HE knowledge of the plain man comes to
him from warious sources, each of which
claims 1ty vwn particular authority ;. wend the lonow-
ledge so received is kept in compartments of the
miind which in many persons are markedby separate
Lut knowledze is merely information so long as
it 1s not unified, and contentment with the scpara-
tion of what we know into departments iz an
acknowledzment of its incompletensss, Such an
aclknowledmment is rrhit and wholesome, for the
incotnpleteness is a [act; yet all who do more
than learn things by rote, experience an aspira-
tion and an endeavour towards such a view of
all that they have learned, as shall show it, to
themselves at least; in the aspect of a potential
unity,

The desire for the unification of knowledpe has
an urgency to-day which is very noteworthy. The
popular mind is seized of the notion of unity, and
is growingly impatient of those separations within
knowledge which still exist.  The widespread
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viii INTRODUCTORY

though often vaguely conceived thought of Evolu-
tion, has created a mental gravitation such that
the ordinary man will be an evolutionist at all
costs. He gravitates mentally to this large unity
of thought; and what he cannot clearly relate
with its contents, he suffers a certain separation
[rom.

Of all the separations within knowledge, the
most prominent and (he most important is that
between Relizious truth and Physical facts. The
ennflict between Science and Religion, which was
acute hall a conlury ago, is now larzely past ; but
we are not content with a cessation of hostilities
between these two. An increased undersianding
of the hislorical aspect of Revelation has broaght
that about; and now we seek a true relation of
these which lately seemed so deeply opposed,
This =carch is significant of a certain pride of
attainment on the part of modern thought, but
also the cxpectancy which ooes along with it may
Le interpreted as 4 oew readiness for intelligent
fuith,

There are ways of stating the doctrines of
Keligion in which the Divine and the Human in
their religicus relations are set out in something
like the form of an equation in algebra; and they
are happy who can tabulate spiritual and moral
things in a satislying way. Dut such symmetrical
schemes of thought suffer a serious dislocation,
il the quantities on one side are altered at any
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time, without a corresponding adjustment on the
other side. And something like this has been
happening of recent years in the mental experi-
ence of many, who are finding that their tradi-
tional views of the Christ, and of the Scriptures
in which they find Him, do not balance the
nature and nceds of Man as these are modernly
expressed,

QOur increasing knowledze of the nature of Man
and ol the history in the process of which that
nature has been made what it is, has much mean-
ing for Religion, When to-day we lock at Man
us the Man to whom the Christ came, and to
whom He gave the Spirit of God, we need o look
at both the Christ and Man with all owr neow
lknowledge in mind. If any find a discrepancy
in their religious equation which relates the history
and nature and destiny of Man with the Christian
teligion, that discrepancy is not in the Christ nor
in ITis relision as given in the Bible: it is in the
formulze that we have used to express Him and
ITis truth and ITis work., Il is we who have not
yet given their full value to the formule we use;
when we have taken theni from the Bible and
other sources, we have robbed them of some of
their meaning as we put them into our neat
equations.

If the value of the symbol Man has now for a
long time been growing with the increase of our
knowledge, we need a deeper understanding of



