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PREFACE.

Ortnarcy delivered as pert of a eerieas during Fent
of the present year, in the ordinery course of the Author's
ministry, the following Lectures were not intcnded to
meet the public eye, Numeroue requests, however, hav-
ing been mnde that they might be allowed to assume &
permanent form, the Aathor felt it would be & shricking
from duty any longer ta decline a request so kindly
expressed. Considersble difficulty has attended the exe-
cution of the Work, from the fact of their extempora-
meoues delivery. The original notee were very brief;
conscquently, memory has had to do its work—whether
faithfully or not, it remains for those who heard them
to determine. The general outline ia preserved, but the
filling up in some few cases will be found to differ. A
skight difference has slse been made in the texts of the
third and fourth Lectures; different portions of the paz-
sage from St Jude, but containing the same snbjects,
have been selected, for the preservation of uniformity.
With these exceptions, they will be found to possess as
nearly as possible the original form. The series given
is complete, eo far as it embreces every important aub-
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jeet connected with the Chureh's hope, the return of the
Lord. In the original eeries, however, there was a dis-
course between thet on the Millennium and the one on
the Post-Millennial Kingdom, on the subject of “ Matual
Recognition in the World to Come.” As the announced
price of the present Work precluded the admission of
more than six, this was necessarily omitted; ivasmuoch
ag, though interesting, ite insertion was not indispensable
a8 regards the completoness of the series.

They are thus seot forth, not to court eriticism, but in
the hope of their afording instruction to the pious in-
quiver after truth. The pratifying exprossions of the
large conpregations attending their delivery, while they
form s pleasing testimooy to the Author, evidence a
gpirit of inquiry oo the subject on which they treat, Tone
HECOKD ADVENT OF THE Lokp—which subject, be it ever
remembered, iz not & metter of opimion, but the olject of
revelation. Meoy minor details, usually associated with
it, are watters of opinion, As far as in him lsy, the
Aathor hes been careful not rashly to explore any path
untrodden—if we may so speak—ny the Hely Spirit of
Guod. Thus he truats he has been kept within the legiti-
mate horizon of God's Word, beyond which all is doubt
and uncertginty. Hence no attempt has been made to
adapt the minnte events of the present day, though con-
fessedly important, with “ the writing within or without
the prophetic chart.” Thare are, however, signs to which
allugion hias been made—signe so manifest that few can
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miss but rerd thetn; not to do so, when gifted with
facultiea to discern the eigns of the sky, would be the
characteristic rather of folly than of wisdom.

Tt is with much plensure that the Author avails him-
self of the privilege of inscribing his pages to one whe
has laboured so long and so earmestly, by the annual
Bloomsbury Lectures, Bc., to keep alive in the church
this great fountain of her hope, Christ's glorious coming—
though without, by any mesns, wishing to make him
reaponsible for any particular private views the Work
may contain,

Muy the Great Head of the Churh be pleased to bless
thie humble effort to the glovy of His name and the
benefit of fallen man, by His Holy Spirit sent down from
Heaven!

Kesarparos Pire,
Ry t0dR, THSS.



