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EDITOR'S PREFACE.

Ne words are here needed to jostify the republica-
tion of a book, so valuable in =elf, =0 wrgently de-
manded by the exigences of the time, as the “*Apolo-
gy " for the one Catholic Chureh, framn the able pen
of the late Bishop of New-York, which first appeared
in 1807. The republication has been delayed in the
hope that some ekilful band might be found o divest
it somewhal of its personalitics withowt dipinhing its
foree 3 a task, which, npon examination, has proved
impracticable. The cirenmstance, however, is hardly
to be regretted, as the *“strictures and denunciations*
whicl called forth this tnomphant defence of the truth,
have recently been given to the public, i all the
offensivencss of their onginal forms.  No alieration,
therefore, haz heen made in this second edition of (he
 Apology;”? and no other addition than a few nowes
and an lodex by the Editor,

New- York, Nov. Bth. 1843. L. 8. L
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PREFACE.

Tae writer of the following letters and his opinions
having been pointedly and violently assailed in the
Christinn®s Magazine, he s reluctantly compelled to
obtrude himself upon the public attenton, He thinks
he has a partienlar claim apon all those whe have
taken np unfavonrable views of those opinions which
that Magaxine assais, for o candud perpsal of his de-
fence.  In that work he haz been solemnly armigned
‘“at the bar of public eriticism.”®  The readers of that
publication cannot, theeefore, he coneeives, consist-
ently with their regand to josties, their love of truth,
or the claims of dinty, refuse (o hear him i his defence.
I 15 the first dictate of Justice, Lo give an accensed per-
son & paticnt and condid beaning before judement 1
passed on him. ‘The impartial pursuit of frufh cannot
be compatble with an exomination of only one zide
of a disputed guestion. And they who will place
themselves for & moment in the sitnation of the indi-
vidual whom that Magazine denounces a= holding
opinions of ¢ deep-toened horror,” will at ooce feel it
a zacred duty to admit him to repel the aceusation.
They are required so to do by that law of supreme ob-
Lirntion, * Do unto others as ye would that they should
do wnto you.”’

The writer of these letters diselaims from the heart
all feelings of hostifity to the many pions and respect-
able individuals, some of whose religions principles
may differ feom his owin,  Difference of opinion on
important religious l;q:upiﬂl;;]l.lght not te hreak the ties
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of harmony between children of the same common
Parent, and subjects of the grace of the same Redeem-
er. On pohitical gquestions men divide, who on other
pccasions meet on terms of frendly ntercourse.  And
sirely no Christian ought to esteem his brother his
enemy becanse he ¢ tells him the truth.”?

He 1= donbtful whether he ought to ¢laim any indul-
sence for the imperfeetions of this performance, from
the peculiar circumstances under which it was written,
It was Lis wish 1o lay it by for frequent and careful
revision. Dut the violence of the aszsault npon him
seemned Lo reguire an immediate defence.  Ile was,
therefore, compelled to go mpidly on, amidst constant
interruptions, amidse the ealls of his wsual profesaional
duties, and often under the pressure of bodily langour.
He candidly states these cireumstances, because defer-
ence to the publie requires that no immature or ingor-
reet production should, if possible, be exposed to its
view. But he is writing idly. “The performance wiclds
the weapon of controversy. e concludes, therefore,
that it can claun po quarter.  He leaves it to its fate.
His cluef =solicitnde ought to be, thal its imperfections
ghould not injure the eanse which it advocates,

New-York, June, 1807,



LETTER 1.

SR,
True Christian’s Magazine, which the newspapers lately

announced Lo the public, and the responsibility of which, as
pn:r]]r'lf‘.lur and m]iln-r, you Lake D }ﬂllrmlf,] heve friz=
rnsed, and the determination is instantly formed to address
you on the subject.

The tendency of the system of demunciation which yon
have adopted leaves me no alternative. This denuneiation
is a0 injurious to my chameler, and aims at the same time 80
deadly & blow at the principlez of the Llpiscopal Church,
that a moment’s delay in repelling it wonld be traitorous to
my sacred office. Dy soul must be palsied by cowardice,
or by apathy more criminal and disgraceful than cowardice,
if I comld witness my writings denounced, my reputation and
nsefulness fundamentally assailed, and the principles of my
Church held up to seorn and execration, withoul Lilting the
honest and ardent yvoice of remonstrance.

As editor of the Christian’s Magazine, you are responsible
for its contents. The editor of a miscellany may sonetines
think himself compelled, by motives of delicacy or impar-
tiality, to admit observations of which he i not the writer,
and which in sentiment or in language he may deem liable
to censure.  To even the smallest indulgence on this plea
vou haye renounced all claim. You assert, that * you will
feel yourself not only at liberty, but under oblization to
make such alterations in the pieces which may be offered for
insertion, as you shall judge expedient.”  Bul this matter is
well understood.  For the triumphs with which taste, deli-
cacy, and troth will doubtless crown the first number of the
Christian’s Magazine, vou have no competitor—alone you
stand rex, magnus Apollo. You ivtend to elaim the honour



