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DEDICATORY LETTER
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SANDFORD R. GIFFORD, N. A.

—ca

My pear 8. R. G.:

To you, one of my oldest and most valued friends, the
playmate of my boyhood, the companion of my manhood,
whose society has ever been to me a source of more than
ordinary enjoyment ; and, during these latter years, in the
contemplation of whoze pictures — the reflex of nature in
her most charming moods — I have experienced unquali-
fied delight, I dedicate, with much satisfaction, this little
volume of “ Matrimonial Infelicities ”; trosting, however,
that the expericnces therein set forth by an * Irritable
Man * may not deter you from entering the arena of mar-
ried life, and, under your own grape-vine and apple-tree,
presiding as pater familias. '

Your disposition — like my own—is so essentially dif
ferent {rom the irritable individual's who wrote these
sketches, that T am satisfied the best life—that of a
martied man’s — which this world can afford, would fully
compensate you for leaving your bachelorhood behind
you, and taking your place among the Benedicts. And,
although the gratification I now experience of gathering
my bachelor friends around my mahogany, would be lost,
if you, and other artist companions whom I might name,
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were to marry, yet I would be willing to forego even that
pleasure, and with it the hope I have long entertained of
one day in the future beholding in our circle a bachelor
of three-score years, provided you and they would follow
the worthy example I have set you

If you should for a moment believe that the following
infelicities are the uvsual accompaniments of marriage, I
beg leave to state that, so far as my own experience goes,
it is utterly al variance with such record.

In conclusion, T desire to express the hope that we both
may live, still united by the same bond of friendskip, as
many years in the future as we have in the past, which
would bring us cach to a hale old age.

I remain,
with regard and esteem,
your friend of many years,
BAERY GRATY.
Fonomam, N. T., July 84k, 1865
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