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PREFACE.

THERE arc not many instances of the existence of original
monastic muniments preserved together in their entirety from
the foundation of the house to which they relate up to the time
of its extinction. But such an instance occurs in the case of the
Priory of Selborne. And the preservation of its records is due
to the one cause which in every such instance has alone been
the means of preserving them from dispersion and destruction,
namely, the transfer of the monastic property, en bfor, to some
collegiate foundation, which then laid up safely in its muniment
room the documents which came with that property. But even
in these instances the term “ muniments" has to be taken in its
strictly limited sense of “title-decds.” It was as title-deeds to
property, not as historical documents of value in themselves,
that the charters were preserved | and consequently such rich
sources of information for later ages as sacrist-rolls, rent-rolls,
farm-accounts, obit-rolls, and the like, and even, sometimes,
for all that appears to the contrary, the contents of libraries}
were disregarded.

In the Founder's Tower at Magdalen College, Oxford, the
whaole series of deeds relating to the foundation, enrichment, and
dissolution of the Augustinian Priory at Selborne is preserved.
They were calendared for the College by the Editor of this
volume many years ago, together with the rest of the vast
collection of charters preserved in the same place. And here,
by the ready permission of the College, the members of the
Hants Record Society are presented with that portion of the
calendar which describes the deeds directly relating to the Priory

I Wone of the fow books mentioned at p. 145 appear 1o be now in the liboary of
Magdalen College, i e ;
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itself, the place in which it was situated, and the immediate
neighbourhood ; a portion which for the purpose of this
publication has been carefully compared with the original
documents, The number of documents here described, or
(as in the case of those of special importance) printed at full
length, is 388 ; others, chiefly relating to property at Alton
and Bramdean, number about 125, at Petersficld 167, and for
Basing and Basingstoke 72, The calendar of many in the latter
portion is printed at pp. 651—659 of the exhaustive Hisfory of
Bastngstoke, by F. J. Baigent and J. E. Millard, n.n., published
in 1880,

Besides these, there are upwards of 1200 deeds in the same
muniment-room relating 1o Enham, King's Somborne, Otter-
bourne, and other places in Hampshire (sce Eighth Report of
the Historical M5S. Commssion, pp. 263-4); and of what valuc
the calendars of these must be for the history of the county
and of families connected with it, the readers of the present
volume will be able to judge.

It is hardly necessary to dwell in this place upon the history
of a Priory which has been narrated, largely from the documents
here described and with general accuracy, in so universally
known a book as Gilbert White's NMaturad History of Sellovne.
But those who examine its history will not wonder that its
existence was comprised within the narrow limits of two
centuries and a half, There seemed to be no actual reason for
its existence in the district where'it was placed. It was founded
in an age when such founding was a fashion, and when already
the number of like houses was becoming excessive ; and founded
where it was not needed, like the early homes of piety and
progress, for the spread of religion, or for the relief of the sick and
needy,! or for the promotion of agriculture and reclamation of

11t ks noteworthy that the only instance of o distinctly charitable benefaction {althongh
the honse was &lit{t'ﬂ be partly founded for * pauperum susceptionem,”) ocours in the
m ;.!? E?x ﬂli?:nf Ly ;nfn:h:mr:iis!me:gc::l!l HSLEIITNE:E:* niw?x?ir téhhfﬁﬂnrluw&zzgguﬁ

1387 by Wi 1 of Wykeham that in future the old clnthu. of the Canons § d L griven
to the mmshmra Lhn.tttbcnlleni the Chrder in this respect had been disregarded.
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waste lands, or for the advancement amidst a growing population
of arts and learning. And its founder, although an able states-
man and ruler, over whose death the historian Matthew Paris
mourned as an irreparable loss to the nation, was not a man of
God to inspire holy work and workers, His pifts to * religion ”
in the technical sense of the time were great, but were not
necessarily therefore in a later sense “religious” By grant of
a manor [rom King John he [ounded the Abbey of Hales
Owen in Shropshire ; by a similar grant fram Henry II1 the
Abbey of Titchfield in Hampshire; a Dominican Fria;-y at
Winchester, and, best of all, a Hospital at Portsmouth, while
he largely aided the Church of St Thomas the Martyr at
Aere; and so he scems to have given ungrudgingly of his
wealth [or objects which promised to perpetuate his name and
koep it in remembrance to his personal honour, But Selborne
evidently had no sufficient waizen o'fre ; no special good worle
to do to keep it alive, And so we need not wonder at its
carly corruption and its sure decay. The injunctions given by
William of Wykeham after a personal visitation, in the course
of which he declares he found not merely disregard of rules
and of the vow of profession but also of due and decent
behaviour, show how great the laxity had hecome; the Prior
and Canons, without being guilty of any gross and crying
scandal (although there is even some small intimation of this),
had become a society of worldly gentlemen living carelessly
and very much at their ease. And upon carcless spendthrift
living followed indebtedness, dilapidation of buildings, and in-
ability to maintain the statutable number of members; evils
which Bishop Waynflete subsequently endeavoured in vain to
remedy by the appointment and removal of several Priors in
rapid succession. In 1478 we find that a visitation under the
authority of the General Chapter of the Augustinian Order
was held at Selborne, which very prabably may have been in
consequence of representations [rom the Bishop ; and it is to be
wished that the report of the official examination then made



