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PREFACE

This geneslogical work, prepared chiefly for private circu-
lation; does not claim to he. and is not, a complete record of
this interesting family, wlueh has plaved so important a part
i the civil, miltary, and reeligious history of this country.
Prepared chiefly for private wse, it {ulfills, however, the design
of its promnoters.

The editor desires to make thankful acknowledgiment of 1he
valuable assistunce he has received from various members of
tlie Teflt and T fomilies, more especially from Mr, Oscar W
Tettt. of Greenwich, N Y and Mrs. Mana E, Taffy, of Buffala.

COHLOW, STOCKING,
Sn Fames Rectory,
Vicenites, fud.,
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THE TEFFT ANCESTRY

The veur tooo A I} marks the date on, or near, which sur-
names came nlo recognized use, They were usnally itaken
from the estates owned by the bearers of such names, indicating,
therefore, landed proprictors,  In process of time the use of
surpames was extended to natural objects, rades, and profes-
sions, and even to personal traits and characteristics.

The nume Tellt has undergone the usual changes in spelling,
being variously written Tett, Teffe, Tillt, and Tift. It 15 of
Suxon orgin, aml mweans the place where a house has stood.”
The theory advanced by some that it is the anglicized form of
the rench " Thevet™™ is probably fanciful, and without his-
torical warrant, for the name appears in early Saxon annals,
and its origin and meaning are attested by Williaun Arthur, and
other etvmological authorities.

The first persons af the name in Amerien were Wiklliam and
John Teffe, or Tefft, the former of whom zettled in Boston not
fater than 1635, and the latter in Portsmouth, B L It is
probable that these beothers were accompanied by a sisler
Saru, tor there stood until recent vears on Cole's farm, dear
Cale's Station, Warwick, R, [, a memoerial slah, with the follow-
ing inscription: Here licth ve bodie of Sara Tellt. mnterred
Murch 16, 1632, This stone is now in the possession of the
Rhode Tsland Historcal Society, aml is the oldest monumental
slab in the Siate,

It will be ohserved by the reader of the following pages that
the Teffts were an intenscly patriotic family, their names fre-
quently appearing on the rosters of regiments in the Caolonial,
Bevolutionary, and 1812 wars. Thev were equally prominent
int civil affairs, holding both local and State offices, sometimes
for very many vears. [n religious [aith they were generally
Baptists. the prevailing sect in Ehode lsland, a faith to which
many of their descendants are loval to the present time,
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The Tefft Ancestry 2

There was u large ennigration from Rhode Island to Wash-
mgion County, New York, in 1766, Nathan Tefft, Nathan, Jr.,
William, and Asa being the fivst of the name in that quarter.
Onher Teffts penctrated into Vermont, some remaimng but a
short time, and removing to Erie County, New York, while
athers remamed permanently, the fanaly name being still per-
petuated there,

The first cmigrants were:

- William., . Anna -
« 2 John. m. Mary Barber
3. Barab (probably), d. March 13, 162,

1 William and Anna —— had:

{4) Lyvdia, m. Deelile, and huad son Abrabham, who
rem. from Boeston ta Haddaom, Conm, Willham enograted from
Euglund about 1633: settled in Hoston, and carried on the tail-
oring husiness. He was made o (reeman December 24, 16385,
and with his wife \\nne, was admitted 1o the chureh on Angust

2, g0,

= Last Will and Testameni.

Entered and cecorded ot the Suffolk Probate Office, Novem-
ler 23, 1672,

“The first day of the thicd Month, one thousand six hendred
amd forty-six, 1 William Teffe of Boston, of 1w Massachusetts
Bav, doe make this my last Will and Testament  First, 1 give
voto my danghter Lydia, the Summe of twenty pounds, partly
for the discharge of Seaven pounds which T recerved for her in
England beimg a Lugucle given unto her by one Robert Elvinge,
deceased, and partiv as a Lagacic from (owvselic) so as shee
never make other demands of the Sald Legacie given hy Said
Robert Elvinge. and So She doe not marry without her mother-
m-lawe’s Consent, or the conszent of Such friends as her Said
Mather Shall leave her vata, To be paved in fours of the
voungest Cattle, at due prices except the least of all, and in






