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PREFACE.

To lwing back in mimd the foones of e Department of the Goll
lias Been intoresting to me [ bpve endosvorod o meake written pletnmes
of thoss secmes Which auny b bnerestiog to others,  There are witnesses
in oall ports of the country whoo can elily whethor e pictwe 3= like
the reatity, L offor no excuscs for wsine plain worls sl proper maoses.

I the short-lved unweitien Listory of the civil war shonld seem 1o
show thot the =ysiem of military despotism, which has bween Boooded
down Lo onr times subsiantially the same as it was in the days of
Nerxes,) l& pothinr bul o svelem of oeen - worshlp, mo less evil gl
absurd for any intellimont peeple e Hme of war, Qo 8 wonld be in
Bime of puser,  there s oo donta e e orthodos weritien history of
thie war il copie to the pesene of the old spatem, and Jdemonsttale its

excellencd i every way.
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“*Calla, nmign Fanclo,™ respondio Tion Quiiste, @ gque las cosis de B oiesed a8 gun
oirks v=tan knjolas uoeonthnns padasndes”

CHAPTER L
Genersl WHliams—Hiz difffenities with the Mississpps Ttrer—The Rixih Mivlbmay snd
the v Ordor of Cambar”

It is n July dav in 1862 From sooearly hone Farengeat's
gunboats amd sloops-olwar bave heen going down the river at
Baton Houge, and the transports that bear the troops of Gen-
ernl "lomis Williwms have Tecn areiving from the expedition
against Viekshure, A erowd eollects at the levee.  There are
tho blue gaps of Federal solidicrs, the broad-brimmed planters’
Lz, the nueoversd woolly heads of pewroes, aod the olossy
beavers of well dressed Jews. At winmdlows nud porticos, here
sl there, appear s few while women of the poorest sore, aml
gome quadroon beantics, whose gy artive gnd  finely corled
rillg]t’.-l,a—_. ialicate th ﬂw:,' have not heen losers ]:j' the Federal
eorest,

A characteriztic order of the General las forbidden the
Iropes 1o Lawd, wind the erews of the runbonts let for 1'|I|T.'|.' aL
Baton Honge seem wondering whal the trapsports dnll of lali
dead men and horses are dolng =0 long in the widdle of the
stresn,

southerners in the erowd are smiling, and talk freety about
the failure of the Vickshorg ditcele, The dissi=«dppi has proved
too el for Geoeral Willinwes, and the T Oty s oot yer
e an dnland tewn; his lase device of making a liccle parrow
ditch along the middle of the st ditch, in the vabn offort to
overtnke the i'ﬂllhlg waters of the river, and lead theo where he
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willed them to go, in no way belped the matter. A lictle
trickling strfam wof tlirsnah feeldy, and ina fow lonrs cegsed
o flow, althongh an ol stervewhee] stemmer bod Loen kopt ar
waork st the upper end of thae aditel, to foree the water, by thy
action of the wheel, 1o obey the General’s will,. Some of the
talicers rhink that the General’s pride wonld not have allowed
Y 1o }'il'lll o aeeonnt of 1he havee made h_}' stekness aong
liiz troeps, had it not been for tle appearanes and doines of thie
tiliel v JArkansns,

A hrllg__*lh. the “1'lu~l‘:t], witle liis loid conmtenauee and s
proecisely ent grizly haie, whiskors awd] mustache, comes ashore,
daly attended Iy some of lis obsegnions staft’ officers. As
the General steps one the plank held for Tos secority, sl theu
o the land, he slanees st e crowd, wul <eens creatly
satistivdl with Bimeseltl  EHe is cseorted o the guarters pree-
pared for him, without deigning to recosnie officer or eitizen,
ITe appeses Lo bave wade op bis wind to tey thet dosmn of
hiz taith amd enrly instenetion, which iz thai oosallicent dis-
play ol sothority s oall that de pecessary toomake salorlingea
cease to Alink of the folly or ertbmoe of o eommander, and
that nething 1= too absurd tor @ valer to ke the muitivede
helieve,  Next comes Nims' Baltery, which, Tefore the cxpe-
dition, astonishiod Daton Honge witly its fine comdition aml
abilities, thal even Iirrsllrliﬂﬂ. ils 1-1|.lTH !:_v Baston B SRR T,
Non wlhat o elimge. The aannt, skeleton borses, Ling to ghe
aromnd e hoeads that they onee Tield ap with proper egied
carpee, Hven the worn amd ceacked harness seeins too mneh for
them to carey. The guns amd earvinges are sppeared with Vieks.
barge nanels and mareed iy the action of Teat and rains. T mest
iopnrtermaster of the expindition. Heowlls oo, 0 We hayve
vome back,  We onedit 1o bave come baek gooner, Uhat il
worlbd vol wark s the soldiers knew tat it woold oot work. T4
mgwle me sick o see thew die as they disl. We buriell men
everywhere,  There were not well men enongh to bory the dead,
The men were lying aremmd iy the nond, exposed to the bot sun
amd thee paine withont wmelc of anvthine fit to eat, ey looked
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as i they wonld be ghud o die, to get ont of their misery .
And the diveh itself will Be no grester wonder than some of the
I.l'l'i!l:l'."{ HIII1 I“:rrﬂ]"rllﬂ“w.‘i 1:1'|||lﬁrr.'|l ﬂ".'l.:’]'}' l,].:l_:r'. I Wis !“rlﬂll
when the old ram came ol staveed us odewn streeam, Tor Lefore
that there was= a Eir prospect that we wonld ayve o keop Jdie-
oing o that diteh all smnmer,”

The Ninth Regiment of Conneetivnt Voloneers; the Fonrth
Rewiment of Wiséonsing nmd the Seventh Resimont of Voer.
ront, wre beginning to lond a2 the hent of the day eomos oo
The faces of slicers wre changed, a5 if by ten years of care ansl
tronbile.  The men appear like wretchos eseaped frome the Jdoe

B ool tha lmliliﬁi:iun; evary faeo and lorm shows the eflect
of long continned exercige In tortures, amd expectations of i
migerable Jeath,  Wumerons boildings have boon sewed Tore
hespiials, and confized processions of the sick, some o ambne.
Panpews o] wasmoms, some o litters, aind some staooerine alons
on foot, present scenes of horror o every street, This day the
suroeons’ eommand outnmmbers that of the Geneeal, and pas-
sengers hourly departing for the country carry faithfnl reports
to the confederate ontposts, while the frequent Hring of fimeral
varorts epses reports and eanporomors that the Tong expected
attick 5 abont to heain,

My regpmend, the =octh Michigan Tnbdey, oocupics the com-
fortable brick borracks ot Baton Teage, A lons sen voysoe,
with three thonzand men crowded on board ane steamer, the
sufferings of Ship Island, followed Ty many weeks ol life on
teanzport: oft the Bomhwest Pass and again doring the tiest
Vicksharg expedition, have eonspived, with the elimate and the
recent chinge from civil Hile, to prostrate with siclocss hall of
my regiment; bot the exeellent shelter afforded by the Unitod
States Darracks i= likely 1o cnable e reginent to pass the dane

worous hot sesson withont dnerease of disease,  For several
weeks we have barield a man every day, but the nombers of
theose whom former eufferings bave marked for the grave is
growing less, amnd the appearanee inl step of the men show

that vesotable food, and  protection from the Lot sun, are



