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We must agrea to differ, and though we are bound ko srgua fearlessly, it should be
with Ue oooeshondness that thers s room for wide and bowd Ade diffarence af odnlon.
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PR]:FACE.

———

In the following pages I have borrowed from Professor
Henry Sidgwick the useful word “ felicifie,” and doubtless
I have in many pessages been consciously or uncon-
scionsly influenced by the same writer. It would indeed
have been impossible for me to read hie Methods of Ethics
for ten successive years in the ordinary routine of my
Inilian work, each year with increased admiration for
the Aristotelian thoronghness of the disenssions it contains,
without having my opinions on many subjects, and my
way of looking at all questions, considerably atfeeted
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SUMMARY OF CONCLUSIONS.

CHAFPTER L

PAG
Gexrrar BEewanks, —Fven if happiness entirely depended on com-
rison of our own pmwsmns with these of otlhers, ha?plum
tnight be [nerensed {l}d' discovery of a more minerabls race
of beinge, {2) by #p of pessimistin idess. 8o far pe it
dependa on cmnpanmn with praviens genarstions, it can bs
increased by the discovary of new sources of plessurs. So far
s it depands om comperieon with our ewn pust etate, it may
be increased by sudden inerewde of production or discovery of
new sources of pleasurs.  But bappiness is not slways due to
compirison, and therefore other apurcea of happiness must be
congidered. Cuatom blunts cuor Bena.ibi!it-y to pleagura and
pain, 'lmt doas not maks it imposeible to increase or decreass
?ﬂ bappiness, V¥a must sesnme, unless thers ie reason fo
contrary, that the increase of any Individusl's hu.ppm-au
incresses genemnl happitiess i

CHATTER I

ExowLEDGE AND Epuramior. —Knnwled? being imperfect eamnot
vo mental satisfaction, nor can m d by increass of know-

gain happiness through a fealing of superiority, nor can

greater knowlsdge of the world's condition be asswmed to be
productive of ha u.nlaaa we sccept optimism.  Incresse

of knowledge will direct acight utiliterian BrCH.ﬂI]. and will ba
axpected bjr the utiliterian t:.} gl o the more genctal sdoption

of utilitarianism. It will alap prevent uselese riots and re-

Lellions. The apread of famale education should be nlly

encon by the utilitarian as the beat remeﬂjr or the

infaligific inequality batwesn the saxas 12
CHAPTER III.

IsverTivE Exowileper.—The power over nature given by know.
tedge being still imperfect gives no more mental satlafinction



iv

SUMMARY OF CONCLUSIONS.

then the leas powser pomssssed by the ancienta, The mariner’s
vompass, by inoressing the population of the world, has had &
d.nu'l!l::fl:;l eifect on happiness, and the same may be said of free
trade, steam engines, and other inventicns whose chief effect
has been to fncronse production snd latiom.  FPrinting
increases happinees In some ways ind diminishes it in others.
Material comforts, though much improved by modemn inven-
tions, afford no more pleasure than inferior luxuries of ol

times, Familiarity deprivea them of their charm .,

UCHAPTER IV.

Meorcar KvvwLEDeE. — Most medical inventions improve the health

of the individual, but connet improve the genersl bealth, nnless
their application is limited i » way that is proctically out of
the guestion. Anaathetics, however, da promote general

CHAPTER Y.

A o NaTogan Baneorrod, — The etlitarian ahonld not o

destructive agencies In ovder to eliminabe the unliealthy. Such
egencies improve the happinesa of futare pencraiions at the
expense of & {;raba-bl;r equal amount ¢f pain to the peneration
weadad cut by their operation, Infanticide improves the
avernge health and strength, but ai the expenee of a large
amount of moral avil, prodoctive of more misery thun #

happiness due to fmproved heulth and stceogth. ar, in spite
of its eventmal good results, should be discouraged by the
utilitarian, bacause it is such an extramely painful remedy, and
s, vwing to homan passion, alwaye likely to bo cxcessively
prevalent. Thurafors, the ntilitaring sheuld cocourage arbitmn-
tion, exteomivh of political wsggregates, and, above all, the
enrolment of larre atmies for purely defensive purposes, The
induostrial competition hetween Amatic and Buropean labour
threatens snch a voet amount of wmisery, that it shoold be
prevemted by the utilitarian, if he gan éeviﬂa any effoctual
means for the purpose ., .

CHAFTER Y1
AMuaEMBNTS —Ont-doeor saports.  Hunting, though intenselyenjoved
and though not inimieal to the ha.ppi‘nm?;? anjmals, is dloubt-
fully felicific owing to ita injurious affecte on athy.
Other activa out-door 2 are decidedly felicifie, mes-

ment in admiration of the beaatiful should be considered very
lolicific by the Pemimiat ntilitarinn, moderntely so by the
utilitarisn who 18 neither pessimistic nor optimistie. The

FAOE
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SUMMARY OF CONCLUSIONS. v

PFAOE

optinist will be doubtful, as the coltivation of the beamtifiil
ecreases populstion & i fowe TR

CHAFTER VIL

CHANGES I Law avD Crerom.—Heppiness certsinly may be sod
has been nereased by legsl and cobstitetional changea, Lavws
of a aocialiatic tendency aud profection may bemore raasonably
supported by pessimistia than by oplimietic ntiliterians.
Limitation of production by diminution of work would not
increase the reward of laboor. It would diminish populstion
ood so be approved by pessimists. Laws limiting Iabour of
wonen sud ggildmu weem productive of happiness,  Strilies,
trades anions, &e., do some gomd because the fear of them helps
to keap wagea up above the lowest limit. High wages add to
happiness. High wages wonld oot be permanently sscured by
conhecation of all landed proparty. The principal way in
which woges may be permenently imprmrmf iz by incresssd

denes wmong the working classss Education ulwir
o gomething to awmeliorate thuir eendition (1) by eonducing
to prudence, (2) by ennbling themn to colonlate better.  Mere
diminotion of faxation n not promote happiness.  Happi
nees iz diminiehed by onjost taxes, by taxas tempting to
immoral conduct, and by annecessary changs of taxation. ... B7

CHAPTER VIIL

Craras 1v Law awp Costosm, —Oriental geclnsion of women, child.
marriage and enforeed widowhopd diminish happiness, Caste
by its exaltation of some secticme of the community and ite
dugradation of othars is inimical to happinees, and nl=o by ita
encourngement of suttec. Bot cosbo dess d Iy enforein
-with great power chedicnce to ordinery oorsl rles. It wod
thersfore ba dangerots to overthrow it [eom withoub, and better
ta reform it from within by mesna of edusstion e 118

CHAPTEE IX.

VEGETARIANIAM AND ToTan Ammingnck.—Vegetarianism can anly
be rded as felicifio, if total abatinence which it tes 18
felivibe. Total abatinence may ba shown to be felicific by the
great amount of erime due to drinking. The chief danger of
vegetarintism apd ftotal abativence, the inabllfty to diminiab
expenditure without suffering from want, must be avoided by
raising the standard of comfort and emeo the unpro-
ductive sonsumption of other loxuries thon and alochol.

[
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FAGE

The same object may be effscted by life insurance, which is
;E:u&rmt_!ﬁiﬂre. and, because it promotes squality of fortune, clearly
ﬂlll e LRLL] R - -l ik

CHAPTER X.

Toe Mol VIeToEd AXD Byryeion. —TTilitarian moral virtoe of

course promoted happiness or we shonld bave o eontradiction
in terme. Utilitarians must determine projse aod Hames by the
pame standard na they apply to other acts. UnswmmE tru

and entive avoldance of deseit are probablymore folicific than the
elightest modification of truth by other constderations, Justics
a3 underatood by the utilitarian means distributicn productive of
general hﬂ,pl:u‘naaa, however contrary that distribetion may be
to ordinary 1dess of justice. Renevolenca inthe form of charity
ts, as a rile, doubbiully felicific and meods careful limitation.
Iu its other forms, inclndiog polltenesa, it 1s more olearly felicific
ag revealing and inereaning eympatlhy. The increase of eym-
pethy promotea happinesa, Inet it ia not eaey to increase mym-
pethy expapt by the instrumentality of religiom, which may
with great force premote, not onfy sympathy, but tho highest
utilitarinn mormlity, and so add more than snything elee con do
to the happinees of the world uis
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CHAFTER L

TTILITARTANS rogard the increase of the happiness of the
world as the only reasonable end of eonduct, as the ounly
vhject desirpble 1n jtself. AmnrdinF to them even virtue
itself wonld not be desirable wunless it promoted the
happiness of the world, and, if it had the contrary effect,
would ba the reverse of desirable, This extreme opinion .
is only held by a fraction of civilised men, a large
number of whom consider that not only virtue but also
knowledge and art are desicable for their ownsake. But
even those who regard virtue, koowledge, art and other
objects as desirable for their own sakes regard general
happiness as also desirable for its own sake, Some might
possibly prefer or think they prefer in certain cases in-
crease of virtue, knowledge, and art to inercase of happi-
ness, but, if they saw that a certain action would inereaso
hag;pinesﬁ and wonld bave no prejudicial results in any
other directions, they would think sueh an action ought
to be done. Ewven the aternest moralists and relicious
teachers, who show us the admirable discipline afforded
by pain, do not appear o be exceptions. For, though
they think pain sometimes desirable in the interests of

virtue and religion, they would prefer happiness if it
. A




