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PREFACE.

In these days when s0 many books, new and various,
are daily issuing from the press, and so much is heard
of the advance of knowledge and the development of
the human mind, it may not be altogether unnecessary to
preface a publication like the present with some remarks
upon the wees which it is intended to serve. The following
remarks arc submitted as wecll to those who by virtue of
their office have both the power and the inclination to
assist in similar works, as to those whe may be inclined to
pronounce it & uselesa labour to make a cataloguc of books,
which have eseaped the ravages of damp, fire, and the
worm, and the othet perils to which neglect or misuse
had, at different periods in the couzse of more than
three centuries, exposed them ; and, with that intent, again
to disturb them on their dusty ehelves for the sake of
examining and producing their titles and colophons as
witnesses to ‘the mutability of literature’ But something
more may he learnt from many a one of the volumes
whose titles are rocorded in the following list, though
indeed this testimony alone is a lesson which it might
be good for many to bear in mind; especially for those
who ecagerly rush inte print, and run to and fro upon
the earth publishing their theories, recommending their
systems because they are novel, and vaunting them as free
from any conneetion or admixture with what they some-
what indefinitely, and perhaps presumptuously in proportion
to their ignorance, describe ag *mouldy knowledge:'—a
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iv PREFACE.

phrase that seems to have been framed as an apology for
wilful ignorance, and to be put forward by some as a
sufficient excuse for not extending their investigations
below the surface of their chosen subjects, or beyond the
topics of their own times. For with lists like the present,
tending to facilifate our reference fo books which are not
easily or frequently to be met with,—to adopt the language
of onc* well qualified by experience to express an opi-
nign—with such lists “indicating many long lost and
forgotten sources of information, we should, I doubt not,
discover much truth, not merely in what may be called
bibliogtaphy,—though that gcience is of greater extent,
value, and dignity, than many who use the word inconsi-
derately may supposc,—but in history, in science, and with
regard to the acts and opinions of seme whose characters
are heat worthy of our study.”

Whence it would mppear, that one of learning’s best
helpg may be found, “in the firgt place, [in] the knowledge
of the fact that certein books do exist on certain subjects
—a, ppecics of knowledge apparcnily very simple, but
really very important, and which would have saved many
a writer from the disappeintment of having to throw agide
the labour of years on finding that it had becn anticipated;
or perhaps, from the greater inconvenience of being in-
formed, after publication, that what he had said had been
much better said, and fully refuted, before he was born.
Secondly, in what I may perbaps be allowed to eall a
personal acquaintance with books—heing conversant with
the books themselves, 8o as to give to each some sort of
personal identity, and not to conceive that every refer-

* The Rev. B. R. Maitland in p. vil. of *A List of some of the
Early Printed Bocks in the Archicpiecopal Library at Lambeth...
London: MDOCOUXLIIL" (privatety printed,)
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ence at the bottom of a page is of equal authority, as
being to something which one never saw, or could expect
to gee.”

“It would not be easy,” continues the same authority,
“to define all the advantages arising from this species of
knowledge, or to specify all the evild which have arisen in
the course of the past century, to the church in particular,
from the want of it.” And he takes oceasion to express
the belief, forced on him by many yeara of obeervation
and reflection, *that there iz no point in which the highest
courses of education in this country have been more
defective; and no defect which has given a greater advan-
tage to forcign scholars and divines, who, while perhaps
really inferior to our own in penius and scholarship, had
been betier instructed as to the sources of information,
and were anble with grester ease to approach them®”

To the objection which may occur to many when they
see the small extent of this Tist, that it is on this account
velucless s o contribution towards the remedy of the
nbove-mentioned deficiency, it may be suflicient to reply
that “ Of the more extensive collections in this country
there are large and valuable catalogues; and those who
are competent to form any estimate of the knowledge and
labour embodicd in them, will be more ready to commend
their extent and accursey than to complain of their
defects; and when to this ig added a continual progress in
multiplication and correction, what more can be desired ?
These catalogues, too, are accessible to all who are in any
degree competent to use them; and by the knowledge and
courtesy of those who have the charge of them, they are
perhaps rendered as fully and extensively beneficial as they

& Thid. pp. ¥iii. ix.



vi PREFACE.

can be expected to be, But there are many libraries and
collections of books, less extensive and less kmown, which
contain some scarce books, and perhaps some which are
pot to be met with elsewhere: and it would be an inva-
Iuable benefit and agsistance to the student in any kind of
learning, if those who by purchase, or inheritance, or office,
are trustees, not merely for their safe custody, but for
their application to the purposes for which they were
created, would, by a friendly interchange of catalorues,
ensure his finding in each of these sncred depositories an
account of the tressures contained in all®.”

‘With respect to the arrangement and plan of this list,
that of the Archiepiseepal Library at Lambeth, by the
Rev. 8. R, Marrann (from whose Infroductory Address
the above guotations have been made), bas been taken for
a model. Like that, and for the same reason, this hag
heen limited to beoks printed in the fifteenth ceatury and
within the first twenty years of the sixteenth, and (after
the cxample of FPanzer and other hibliographers,) has alse
been divided into sections e ag to keep ‘the fifteeners’
geparate. Hence it might form s not inappropriate Ap-
pendix to the Catalogue of the MBS. of Crius College
by the late Librarian : eapecially as it owes its origin to his
suggestions.

In giving the titles and colophons, the punctuation of
the original hag been preserved; eo far at least as this,
that if unnecessary stops have occasionally been omitted,
in no case have any been supplied: and likewise as to
the abbreviations, though some have been developed in the
copying, none have been introduced. The spelling of the
original has been retained; but what now appears a. strange

* Thid. p. vi.



PREFACE. vii

use of small and capital letter has in some few instances
been departed from in compliance with modern usage: at
the same time prominence has been generally given to the
name of a book, or an author, by putting it in capitals :
and any remarkable feature in the title-page of a book
has been described in the notes. These particulars are
here noticed, because, while they will help in the iden-
tification of n volume, the mention of them will explain
some things in the following pages which have an uncouth
appearance, and may prevent the reader from laying the
blame of nny such thing upon the editor, without having
compared it with the original Nevertheless the editor
must still acknowledge himself respongible for whatever
crrorg may be found to exiet; the diffienlty of avoiding
them, in preparing and printing a. work of this nature, can
be understood only by those who have tried the experi-
ment.

The editor, in conclusion, gladly ackmnowledges his
obligafions to hig predecessor, the Rev, J. J. Ssurm, for
hig assistance in supervising the leaves of this list aa they
passed through the press; and he weould alge indulge the
hope that sound learning may be advanced and the in-
tereats of literature promoted by the libernlity of the
College in printing it.



