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PREFACE

Duoring my professional journeyings throogh-
out this great country, I have often been hrought
in contact with its more remarkesble sutiguarian
wonders, which in & considerabla number of in-
stancos I have been among the first to cbserve and
describe, thoogh sometimes with unsatizfied curi-
osity ue well as with goslified sdmiration. For
long they bave met with much considerate trest-
ment from onr Asiatic Societios and from Govern-
ment. I# is confidently hopad that, in their
general aspacta st least, they will soon be patent
to the public, from the sbls and long-continoed
research of our Orientalists, and especially, of Iate,
General Conningham, and from the intelligent
dalineation and description of Mr. James Burgess,
prompted and nrged on (sshe is) by Me. J. Fergus-
son, whose friendship he evjoys, In the meantime
muach has been definitely nscertained respecting
our antiquities; and it is this which principally
excites the attention of pur tourists and visitors,
who in posilion, influence, and numbers have been
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certainly incressing from year to year. With
them the climex may be supposed to be now
reached by the nuspicicus edvent to India of His
Rovar, Hicoxeas the Prince or Warrs, the
Yuvara'ss, or the Heir Apparent of the Throve
of the British Fmpire in its totality. With the
mild radiavce of himaeelf and his noble attendants,
s it will appear to the natives of Indis, and the
specimens of the worthies of the British army and
noavy gracing his movements and demonsirstions,
His Roysl Highness will doubtless attract great
and eslutary sttention. Bai he will find sn Indian
T'rogross from very early times, ag well as from the
commencement of our own day, which is well calcn-
lated fo excite regord, eympathy and gratitude
of no ordinary character, In the Eavopeanatmos-
phere around him may be eeen what must encour-
age us tobelieve that in the providence of God we
have grent blessings to give tv India; while in the
.native princes, nobles, educated youth and multi-
tudes near us, wo mey see & field of hopeful philan-
thropy of & most encouraging nature, if we will
Jbut humbly seek to discharge our respective du-
ties with regard {o if.

Most encouraging is it for us who have cleaved
Tongest to Indie to see among our visitants and re-
visitants on this oceasion soch a tried and compe-
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tent friendas we know the Right Hon’bla SirBartle
Frere to be. 1 introduos his name here nt present
mainly to add, that two of the preatest groupa of
Religious Excavations of Western Indis wers of
his discovery, as very precisely brought cut by
himself in our Asintic Journal, and acknowledged
by our Asiatio Booiety on his leaving India.

This Lecture was originally delivered in the
Town Hall, Bombay, to the Mechanics’ Institute,
and afterwards pablished in the Calewtin Revisw,
throogh the kindnems of my friend Dr, George
Smith. It now appears in & somewhat extended
form, and will be found more or less spplicablo to
the varied Bxzcavations of Western India, which in
reality have much in commen, notwithstanding
the differences whichexist in the religions systems
which they represent.

4. W,

Cliff, Malabar Hilf, Bombay,
November 1875,



THHE

RELIGIOUS EXCAVATIONS

or

WESTERN INDIA,

The East distinguished for its Antignirian Wonders,

Every conntry of the Eaat has its own peculisr
&utiqa&riﬁ-ﬂ wonders, ilTuai:ra.tiug its mncisot his-
tory, and the powers, resdurces, and ocenpations of
the early generations of its peoples. In Egype,
‘the land of ancient kings'and ancient things,
we find temples, obelisks, sphinzes, and excavated
and atructural tombs {(ameng the lnat of which are
the mimic mounteing, the pyramida}, with their no
longer mysterivus hieroglyphics, and with their
still endaring peinfings and drawings (oo walls,
pillars, tablets, sarcophagi, papyri, rings, seals,
and other moveable objects], still recording the
names, genealogies, enterprises, and exploits of
these kings, from Menes to Ptolemy ; and unfold-
ing the sooial and religicus life, and mabners and
customs, of the peopie over whom they ruled, and
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of the tribes and nation# which were tributary to
them or held in bonduge by them, or with whom
they muintained commercial interconrse. In the
Mount Binai peninsula we have the inscriptions
on numerous rocks and stones (in the Written
Valley and other localities), recording the names
andsimple prayers of Nohathman and Arabian shep-
herds, wanderers, and pilgrims to that hallowed
lucality ; and the monuments and excavations snd
cuttings of Megharah, Barabut al-Khédim, and
the north of the Mukattab, revealing to ue the
mwining systemof the Pharachs from the eightesuth
to the eighth century before the Christien era,
when the man of cunning employed by them put
forth his hand npon the rock, overturned the
mountaing by ihe roots, and by his eye searched
every precious thing.# On the summit of Mount
Hor we find the oft-constracted and ronewed tomb
of the venerabla Aaron, the brother of Mosea ; and,
embosomed in its neighbouring Seir, the pride and
glory of Edom, what, 20 early as the times of the
Iaraclitish David and Amaziah, was denominated
Selah, the city of the ruck (in Greek Petrs), the
namée which it still bears, and whoss excavated
tombs, temples, cisterns, aqneducts, and private

* Hee Lands of the Bibde, by the author, vol. i, pp. 183-159.
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dwellings, with their besutiful fagades and colon-
nades, in union with what & French traveller calls
‘ the most enchanting picturs whichk nature has
‘ wrought in her gprandest mood of creation,’ form
the most wonderful combination of art and natore
to be found in the world. Im the lsnd of Israel,
aa at Hebron at the tomb of Abraham, still bearing
alike with Jew and Arab the designation of the
¢ Friend of God,’ and in the remains of the temple
enclosure ot Jernsalem, wo have specimens of the
Pheenician masonry, procured by Solomon, more
than eyclopean in dimensions. At Blaslbek in
Cemle-Syria, and at the neighbouring Palmyra in
tha wilderness, we have the remains of she boldest,
moblest, grandest, and moet magnificant architec.
ture which, in the jadgment of both secience and
teats, has yet been srected on the faceof the
globe, ~BMesopotamin, the geat of the most annient
empires in the world, has yielded, from ity disen-
tombed palaces, the records mod illustrations,—
graven with an iron pen on stone, or printed on
clay, or painted on the facings of the walls,—of the
earliest monarcha of the sarth, extenﬂing te up-
wards of two thonsand yesrs before Christ, snd of
the Assyrian or Babylonian soversigne from Tig-
lathpelezer L., B.0. 1150,down to Nabonidus, of the
sixth century before our owo era. At Behistun,



