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PREFACE

SraTeenex ave gamesters, and the pecople are
the cards they play with. And it is curious to see
how good the comparison holds as to a]l the games,
the shuffling, and the tricka performed with them
sort of books, as they sre sometimes called. From
. % three up™ to “whisl,’’ from a ¥ constable’ toa
“ president,”’ the hands are always dealing out;
and in both cases, the way they cut and shuffle ia
& surprise to all young beginners.

The present * government’” has been a gmlt
sportsman in his time; end he has played at both
games with equal suceess: and not’ content with
his own good luck, he is actually giving item in
favour of snother, and has so shuffled and stocked
the cards, that unless we can cud the pack in the
the right place, he will turn up a Jack upon the
eountry.

I have gone fur enough on this hook to show
what I mean: the people are tricked and cheated,
and what is worse, they ere patisfied to stay so. If
any one tells them that they are used by political
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4 PREFACE,

gamblers as a blacksmith uses his tongs, they fly into
a passion, and say it is all a trick to abuse Jeckson.
- If you ask them what it is that makes Ven Buren
fit for a president, and why it is that General Jack

son has appointed him for his swecessor, they an

gwer,  he has been persecuted for Jackson's sake.”
Jackson, they say, has done enough, not only to
reign himself as long as he wants to, but to say

who shall reign after him. But the good of this,

joke is, these same people call themselves demo-
eratic republicans ! Republicans ! unable to
choose for themselves, pnd consenting to give that
right to a single individual. What think you of
_ that? .

We read that when the democratic republicans
of France gave Bonaparte the privilege to nomi-
nate his suceessor, they became ashamed of their
name, for it waa too barefaced to keep it up after
‘that; and they called themselves the dutiful sub-
jects of that glorification hero. I make one reflec-
tion right here : if any member of the convention
that formed the constitntion had proposed that the
president should appoint his successor, the motion
would have been scouted out of the House; and
yet that principle is now about to be acted out, in
full blast, in the case of Andrew Jackson and Mar-
tin Van Buren. It cannot be denied. It is need-
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) PREFACE. 5

less {0 say it is dope by the will of the people;
law is nothing but the will of the ‘people. The
only difference is, the last goes through certain
forms, and becomes fixed for a time; but if itisa
good principle as between President Jackson and
Van Buren, it is equally 80 a3 between all future
presidents and their pefs, and ought to be carried
into a law. Now, as little as people think of this
matter, if this principle was grafted on our consti-
tution, it would change the whola character of the
gévernment; and instead of a republie, it would
be a right-down monarchy, and nothing else ; and
things ought to be ealled by their right name,
There would not be left a democratic republican
upon the face of the earth in all America. That
fine party name that has gulled, now gulls, and will
gull thousands of pecple, would have to give place
to another eatch-word, Wonder what Maine and
New Hampshire would do for their word “ demo-
cracy.” It would scatter "em for a while; but I
rather think they would rally under another of
quite a different meaning—one that meant submis-
sion ; showing a first-rate willingness not to think
for themsélves, but to be ready to go or do, where
or whatever a leader or deputy-leader might point
or plan. '

I say, then, it is in vain to deny that if Van
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8 PREFACE.

Buren is elected; it-is wholly and solely upon the
strength of General Jackson’s popularity, and his
having the good fortune to be selected by the old
gentleman as his successor. He nor his friends
plead ro merit in himself ; there ia no manner of
good thing in him, and that he has no earthly
¢hance of reaching the presidential chair but in and
through the * greatest and best.” What has he
done that entitles him to such distinetion? His
friends are so conscioua that the people everywhere
look upon him with a jealous eye, that they are
either afraid or ashamed to come out with his name
openly, Look at the Van Burenites in Virginia,
where Rives and Ritchie are trying to smuggle
him in upon the pecple. They won’t come oul
flat-footed for him, but are moving on tip-toe, to
catch the people a napping, and by-and-by they
will hurra for Van Buren as the candidate of the
great republican porty, nominated by the Balti-
more packed convention, and that the democratic
republicans must support him, to keep from di-
viding the party. In North Carclina it is the
same thing; although the office-holders and their
friends intend to support Van Buren with all their
might, yet they pretend they will leave the.whole
matter to a caucus at Baltimore, and yet they wen’t
send anybody there who will not first pledge him-
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PREFACE. ¥

self for Van Boren. What sort of a conventioh is
this; filled with no.other port of delegates but whole-
bog Van Buren men? Why don’t the managers who
send representativea to the convention, nominate
him themselves ! They might as well do it s in-
struct, their rei:rﬂentntiven to do it. Where is the
_ difference ? No; they know better; they know

that Van ain’t the choice of the people, no how,
nor of his tohole perty ; and they ere afraid to try
his chance single-banded, in the states; they want
the mutual support of several states, backed by the
all-powerful influence of Old Hickery. Hence
you see the Enquirer, the Globe, the Albany
Argus, and all the little fry, coming out and say-
ing that Judge White’s offering is in opposition to
General Jackson’s administration. Now, what has
General Jackson’s administration to do with the
next president ! Don’t this prove that Van Buren
is General Jackson's appointed successor, and that
White’s daring to offer is in opposition to Jack-
son’s wishes ? Don’t it show that the people must
not think or even talk sbout choosing anybody
but the man selected by General Jackson’s admi-
nistration 7 And who is General Jackson’s admi-
nistration 7 Why everybody knowa it is none but
the office-holders ; they have got the government
i their hands, and there they intend to keep it



