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PREFACHK.

Tue body of this work was written as a contribution to a voluminous history of the
County of Plymouth. The available space was necessarily limited, and consequently much
of the material essential to the completeness of a town history was sparingly used, while
some of it was omitted altogether. To remedy a defect, which would be more apparent in
a distinet and separate work, an appendix has been added, in which some of the subjects
referred to in the principal text are more fully treated, and some new subjects are introduced,
which the reader may find interesting and instructive,

The numbers attached to the notes in the appendix correspond to pumbers placed
cither between the lines of the prineipal text in connection with the subjects to which the
notes relate, or in the spaces, where they might properly be inserted.

The author has long realized the want of » concise, yet comprehensive, sketch of the
Pilgrim movement, its origin, its grawth, its development, and of the settlement at Plymouth
to which it finally led; a history from which the general reader might obtain, without
Iaborious research, that amount of information which every educated man should possess in
the varions departments of American history., All readers are not students. The student
of Pilgrim history is not deterred from the task of reading Mourt's “ Relation,” Morton's
“New England’s Memorial,” Thacher’s  History,” Young’s  Chronicles,” Benjamin Scott’s
¢ Lectures,” and the farmidable array of other books, ancient and modern, bearing directly
or indirectly on the subject. But the general reader looks for a single work, in which
he may find an intelligible and connected outline of the whole Pilgrim story. It has been
the aim of the author to meet both the wants of this class of readers and, to a limited
extent at least, the more exacting demands of the antiquary and historian. In this aim
he hopes that he has uot wholly failed.

PrymoUTH, March 20, 1385,
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HISTORY OF PLYMOUTH.

CHAPTER L

SCROOBY—HOLLAND—THE VOYAGE.~THE LAND-
ING.

No history of this sncient town can make any
claim to thorough ithout a refe to those
movementa in the Old World which resulted in ite
settlement. Though the fruit which has grown and is
ripening on thesa westars shores beara no resemblance
to any seen before, the branches through whoee chan-
nels it draws ita life are grafta of the parent tree, for
whoea roots we must search in foreign soil. The evolu-
tion of principles and events, moking the history of man
u singls chain oonnecting the world of to-day with
the remotest past, tempts the historian into more ve-
mote fields than the demands of a mere historical
sketch of any town, city, or even nation would jos-
tify. No clear statoment, however, of the Pilgrim

colonization of New England can ba mado without a |

record of the birth of those Pilgrim principles, whoso
conception had long befors ceourred, but whosa grad-
ual development demanded a virgin eoil and u fres
air for their life and growth,

For the date of their birth we must go back at leant.
ua fur as the Reformation, Under Henry the Eighth
the seeds of the Reformation were sown. The hand
which sowed them was guided not so much by Protes-
tant impulses, as by o desire to revenge itself against
the Pope. Owing to the determination of Clament

to oppose his divorce from Catherine, Henry shook |

off his allegiance to Rome and declared himself the
head of the Church, Afterwards provoked into new
attitudes of hostility, and finally exasperated by a re-
taliatory excommunication, he initisted & move
ment which could not fuil to draw the saalight apon
the seeds of Protestantism which were ready under
fuvorsble conditions to germinate and grow. Monas-
terien were suppressed, shrines were demolished, the
worship of images was Torbidden, and Wolsey, s prince

of the Roman Charch, was arvested and tried for trea-
i #on. In ovder that the minds of the peopls might
| be torned against Rome, the Bible, translated into
| English by Tyndale a few years before, and smuggled
| a8 & probibited book inte England from the conti-
nent, was permitted to be printed at home, and thus
the popaiar use and reading of the Beriptures became
the orner-atone on which the strueture of religious
freedom was destined to be built But Henry re-
mained & Catholic nevertheless. He was fighting &
battle in his own camp, having raised the banner of
ravolt ngalnst his spiritoal der, all u i

of the enemy of Protestantism at the gates taking
ndvantage of the dissensiona in the citadel to plant its
#tatidards on the walls.

Thus the reign of Henry the Eighth ended in
1547, and that of his son, Edward the Sixth, began,
The new king, ooly ten yeara of age, under the pro-
teatorate of Bir Edward Seymour, Earl of Hertford,
and eldest brother of Queen Jane, the mother of
Edward, was ptaced =s a pupil in the hands of Jobn
Checke, n Greek lecturer at the University of Cam-
bridge, nod Richard Cox, who instructed him in the
Protestant faith. Doring his short reign the religious
ivstruction of the people was urged, snd the cause of
Protestantism advanced, The statats of the six arti-
cles, sometimes called the Bloody Statate, enscted
under the reign of his father, was repealed, and a
new liturgy, or Book of Common Prayer, drawn up.
The mass was changed into the fon ; con-
fersion to the pricst was mada optional ; the English
Biblo was' placed in every church ; marrisges by the
clergy were permitted ; the removsl of all images and
| pictures from the churches was ordered; and the

ceramontes of benring palms on Palm Sunday, candles
on Candlemas-day, sshes on Ash Wednesday, and
some of the rites used on Good Friday and Easter
were forbidden. Tt eould hardly be expected that the
reform would be & radical one, A revolation in
spiritnal matters wes not attempted, for thero was
danger that it conld pot be sustained. It was a ref-
ormation ooly thot was sought, and thus in framing
b




]

the new liturgy many popish superstitions wero re-
tained, and the Roman manual was, to a great exteat,
adopted as its model. But, a8 in every reform the
most speedy and thorongh eradication of old errors
is in the end the surest and safest method, so the
timid or eonservative polioy pursued under Hdward
wot only fuiled to appease the oppooents of reform,
but fell far short of ing the requi ta of the
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| re[’nrmllory laws of Edward were repealed. The
| persecutions which eharacterised her reign perhaps,
however, were the means of sdvancing the Protestant
' eause more surely than would have been possible un-
der Edward. The reformers, whose moderate de-
mands might have been satisfied by a partial abao-
donmaent of Romish forms, wers forced into exile and

reformers, who were eager to destroy the faintest
relics of Romanism,

The result of this policy was Paritaniam ; and the
first Puritan was John Hooper, an Oxford ssholar,

Hooper had severely denounced, under Henry, the

provisions of the Bloody Statote and fled to Ger-
may, where he pursued his studies in (rreek, Latin,

and Hebrew, and became a learned scholar and divine.

Roturniog to Loudon under ¢he reign of Edward, ke '

received orders from the king and Council to preach
before the court onos & week during Leat. In 1050
he was appointed bishop of Gl ter, but declined
it on acoount of the oath of supremaey in the nawe
of God and the ssints and the Holy Ghost, and also
on account of the habits worn by the bishops. The
king respecting his scruples concerning the oath
struck it out, and both the king and Cronmer were
inclined to yield to his seruples concerning the habita
ulso, but u majority of the Council said, ** The thing
ia indifferent, and therefore the law ought to be
obeyed”” After a contest of nine months, in the
coure of which Hooper suffered n short imprison-
ment for his contumaey, & compromise was effeoted,
by which he eonsented to be robed in his habita at
his consceration and when he preached before the
king, but at all other times he ahould ba permitted to
dispensa with them.

Pending the settlement of this question tha Ref-
ormnation went on. The doctrines of the church
were yet to be remodeled.
Archbishop Cranmer and Bishop Ridley forty-two
articles were framed wpon the chief points of Chris-
tian faith, whieh, after correction and spproval by
other bishops and divines, received the roysl same-
tion. These articles are, with some alterations, the
same as those now in use, haviog been reduced to

thirty-nine at the beginning of the reign of Elizabeth, Il

The final work of reformation in the reign of Edward

was o second revision of the Book of Common Prayer,

by which some new features were added, and some of |

those to which advanced reformers had ub}seled werc |

struck out.

At the age of sixteen, Edward closed hia reign, to

be succeeded by Bloody Mnry, under whoss auspices

ism was again Tei od in England, and the

Under the direction of

bjected in other lands to naw and potent influences,
which only served to make their demands more ex-
trome when the time should again arise for them to
| ba pressed. The eurrent of Protestantism, which
flowed towards the continent to escape the persecu-
tions of Mary, flowed back, nfter ber five year' reign,
' on the aceession of Elizabeth, in separate streams,—
ona to buoy up and sustain the Enaglish Church with
ull the forms with which the new queen invested it,
and the other to sweep away, if possible, every ves
tigo of Romavism in its ritusal. The contumacy of
, John Hooper waa bat o single Puritan wave, which
; met & yielding barrier and dissppeared. With the
_veturn of the exiles from Geneva a new tide of Puri-
| tanism pet in, with an ocean of resolute thought be-
i hind it, which no barrier was firm enough to stay. Te
. began ita career, ns was the case with Hooper, with a
simply protest mpainst forms of worsbip, » protest
which, when conformity was demanded by the
bishops, gradaslly expanded into s denisl of the
power which demanded it. The more urgest the
dumand the greater the resistance, until persecution
converted objection to a ritual intu a conscientions
contempl of prolstical power.

Thus Separatism sppeared ss the full blossom of
the bud of Puritanism. Though the grest body of
Puritane remained withio the ranks of episcopacy,
desirous ouly of ita refurm, here and there were those
who claimed the right to set up churches of their
own, with their own church government, their own
pastora aod elders, subject to no control or inter-
ferenen either from the bishops or the crown,  The first
separation from the charch worthy of note took place
in 1587. A body of worshipers to the number of
¢ one hundred or more occupied a hall in London i
Anchor Lape belongiog to the company of the
Plombers, and held sarvice in mccordance with their
own methods. The oclergymen present wers John
Beoson, Christopher Coleman, Thowas Roland, and
Robert Hawking, all of whom had been deprived of
their livings for non-conformity. Among the prom-
inent lnymen was William White, who was described
* a8 * a sturdy citizen of London and a man of fortune.”
. The inguiry oeturally enggests itself whether William

White the * Mayflower” Pilgrim may uot have be-
longed to the same fawily, and been perhaps his son,
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'I'h.my -one of thess wrshlpen were sent to prisom,
and, after ten and & half montha' confinement, were
warned of greater mfﬂi:y on the repetition of thair
bla conduct, and then discharged

To 1676 John (}nppmg, Elias Thacker, and Robert
Brown, all cergymen of the established church who
had been deprived of their hvingu by the Inshnps,
became in the Beparati

LE

7

xls Sepmlmr.u grew Puritanum grew nlm and as
naturally as fruit follows the flower, Puritanism wos
constantly snd inevitably. swelling into Separatism.
While denouncing Separatism as a schism and hating
gchism a8 & sin, the Puritan, while thinking himseif
merely & non-conformist in methods, found himaelf
drifting &8 unconseioun of motion as the aeronaut intp

Brown was & man of high family, related to Lord
Treasurer Burleigh, and chaplain to the Duke of Nor-
folk, He fled to Holland, where, while pastor of a
Separatiat mngmgalwn of Englaah exiles, ha wrote
several books doetrines, which
were surreptitionsly dmnbuxed in Eogland. .M the
time of their publicaticn Copping and Thacker were
in prison, and in some way mapaged to aid in their
distribution. Por this offense they were trapsferred
from the hands of the bishops, whoss prisoners they
ware, to the secular power, and tried on the chargs of
sedition. In June, 1583, both died on the gallows,
Brown returued to England, sod after a sentence of
foally d, and h the
recipient of a living at the hands of those whose
power he had eo loog denied and resisted He had,
however, been identified with the new movement
safficiently long to stamp his followers with the nama
Brownists, s pame which was for a long period
applied without regard to minor differences of opinion
in mattera of doctrine and church government to alt
who had d themselves from the established
church. At @ later day John Robinson warned his
congregation to throw off and reject the name, but it
is a reasovable conjectnre that he wes influenced '
more by a disgust at the recantation of Brown than
by any oppesition to the views he had promulgated.
But the fate of Copping and Thacker had litsle effect
in checking the onward movement of Separatism.
The martyrdom of Barrow and Greeowood and Ap-

FEVE

Heuory followed soon after, and added only fuel to the |

flame, which was burbing too fiercely for uny prelati-
cal tyranny to extioguish. Henry Barrow was a
gradoate of Cambridge, a member of the legal pro-
fession in London, and a frequenter of the court of
Elizabeth. John Greenwood, also a graduate of Cam-
bridge, had been ordained in the chureh, eod had
served as chaplain in the fumily of Lord Rich, a
Puritan nobleman of Rochford in Easex. John Ap-
Henry, or Penry, as he is generally called in history,
was & Welshman, who took his first degres in Cam-
bridge, and the degree of Master of Arts at Oxford.
They had all passed rapidly through the mild stage of
Puritanism, which they found no fit resting-place, and
entered with enthusissm into the canse of Separatism.

# poaiti diation of doetrine. Francis Johnson,
a nuted convert to Separatism, illustrated in his career
the sititude snd experience of a largs pumber of Puri-
tans. A bitter enemy of Separatism, though = de-
termined Puritan, he lent himself with such enrnest-
ness to the supp of a book published by Bar-
row and Greenwood thut only two coples were pre-
served, one for himself and one for & friend. When
he had dons his work, ms he said himself, ¢ He went
home, and being set down in his study he began to
tarn over rowe pagen of this book and superficially to
read pome things here and there a3 bis fancy led him.
At leogth he met with something that began to work
upon his spirit, which 80 wronght with him as drew
him to this resolution seriously to read over the whole
book, the which he did once and sgain, In the end
he was 80 taken, and his conscienos was troubled eo
a2 he could have no rest in himself until he crossed
the sen and came to London to confer with the au-
thors, then in prison.” The result of his eonversion
was the organization, in 1592, of a Beparatist congre-
gation in Soothwark, which was the original start-
i ing-point of  society still flourishing. In 16186,
i Heory Jacob became pastor of this chureh, followed
" by Juhn Lothrop, who eame to America in 1634, and
was settled over the chureh in Seituate. .Iohnwau
! s0on after the organization of bia ehurch, was blninhe\i
from England and became pastor of a banished church
i in Amsterdam, where he ** eaused the same book which
he had been the instroment to barn te bs new prioted
l snd set ont at his own charge."

But in the | at of Sepuratism it may
ba asked, What was the sttitude of Puritanism ? It
must not be supposed becanse Separatists were Puri-
tans that Paritans were Separabists, or that there was
the slightest aympathy or friendship between the two,
The Puritans adhered to the church, protesting only
against some of its objectionabie forme, and d
ing Beparatism oa & schism and a sin,—the Separatists
pushed to the extremes of reform, and denounced those
who tarried by the way. Indeed, in the Parlizment
of 1593, in whioh the Puritan clement predominated
in the Commons, & law was passed so qualifyiog the
act of 23 Elizabeth, intended to apply to Papists
only, as to impose the punishment of banishment on
all who were guilty of writing or speaking against the




