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“The beat teats of a scientific hypothesis are found in the simplicity
of its conception and the universalicy of ita application.  IF the solu-
tion of all observed pheneroenn is found In & plain progositio,
vnencnmbered with provisos and additons to meet special cases, the
proposition proves itself™— ' Times" Leader, April 15, 1874



1739

INTRODUCTION.

Turs work, which T had intended to deseribe as a seien.
tific Induction, is, like Franklin's happy surmise of the
cause of lightning, sent forth under the designation of an
Hypotheeis ; not that 1 peresive the superior appropriste-
neps of the latter term ; but rather because I would of all
thinge avoid the imputation of an unjustifinble assurance
to which the former term might in the opinion of a valuad
critical friend make me amenable, Possibly there are to
ba found many who will regard even the more modest term
to be presumptuous ; as, applied in its present connexion,
it really raises the same question as the other; for while
the ane indisatas that the Mind of Deity has actually been
discovered in His work of erestion, the other supposes such
a discovery to be at lenst possible.

Hypoihetical as the spiritsality of causation once necesss-
rily was in my estimation, I regard it now as an Induction ;
which it shows iteelf to ba by the new phenomens it is cons
tinually bringing under ita eimple and comprehensive
doctrines, without being itself susceptible of change, or
needing in itz detail ezceptional exzpedients to fit its
principles for any particular adaptation ; those principles
being fow in number and every one of them fundaments :
the hypothesis or induction, eall it whick we may, is not
altered by its name; which onr experience ought to be
allowed to change. Weo make our phroseclogy obscure by
culling the Induction of causation from Facts the Induction

a



v Indroduction.

of F'acts ; whoress it is the causstion, not its induction,
which pointa to whatever is new, and that not as Fact but
ay Truth by deduetion.

My experinnce of epiritual cansation, though oconpying
life, may be pummed up briefly, aod it is this : perceiving. ss
I thought, that creation woe a scientific work of mind T ex-
amined the auggestion by taking it up, as T now wish others
to do, as a tentative hypothesis; and so I held it—as they
too should hold it—until it had snswered every demand 1
could in reason make upon it; when, finding it not to hava
fallen short in any partieular, T could but regard it as de-
monstrsted ; that is to say, proved to point fo the Firat
Great Cause from a system of facts lad to by a surmise—
harmeniously related by induction—and finslly, like sound
copnelusions in mathematics, proved to be based on truth by
affording deductively all the natural events that eould be
required of it; so thal even now by ecalling apiritusl canss-
tion sn hypothesis, I am perhaps unnecessarily submitting
to bave my confidence in the doctrine underrated.

From what T have now eaid will be perceived all I could
bave wished to convey by the title of the book; all that I
purpose by addreseing fo the public the quotation at the
back of the title-page; nnd all that T mean by adding to it
the paraphrase with which I shall elose this appeal: when
“ the solution of all observed phenomena ia found in & plain
propo-ition, uneneumbered with provisces and additions to
meet special capea, the proposition,” though eriginally hypo-
thetical, has become @ proved logieal eduction,

Fraxenium, Boowon, Hussex,
November, 1574,



CONTENTS

Beor. o FAGE
I Fundamental Principles briefly laid down . . . 1
II. The earliest information by fact of Universa]l Mental
Causation & H i . <21
IIT. Beope of Philosophy, Induction and Dedueticn
equally necessary and promising - 1

IV, Attraction and consequent Motion of matter with
variety in Velocity and Direction the only phy-
sical Effects of mental Causation and the essen.
tial characteriatic of Becond Canses . ; .2

V. Muterislism in the place of Spiritusl Cansation . 6O

V1. Natoral Beience the relation of created Fhyeics to
uwncreated Metaphywioca . . . . .61

VIL. The Infinities, volumetrie and enduring, of Naga.‘an
Space . .+ . ‘ . . . B7

VIII. By Bpace we geometrically measnre, directly or indi-
ractly, all effects of a physical natire . .72
IX. Limited Physical Action delegated to eresture minds

with Responsibility for the Second Canczes they
originate . . .« . . . . .78

X. Chactic creation of matter in passive atoms from
the nothingness of Space .- . . . . BB



vi Contents.

BECT. FAGE

XI. Orderly Nature prodused by comprehenmble mental
mesans from the passive Cheos . . . . BB

X11. Conformity of the Intensity of creative action to an
sbiding Necoasity of Geometry g e w O

XIIIL. Places of Atoms and their relations in the formation
of Moleoulea . i . ‘ i . .10l

XIV. Physical Induoction, ite pature and operation on
Eleotrieity and probably on Laght . . . 108

EBRRATA.

Page 18, line 8, for " towards another” read * towarde one
another.”
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